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SUBSTANTIVE KNOWLEDGE :  Is   knowledge and  ‘substance’ of our curriculum  e.g. people,   dates, features of something   DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE :  Is knowledge our children develop to interpret  the past  –   how do we know what we know? E.g.   changes, continuation, causes,  sources.    


INTENTION
Our history programme will fire the children's appetite in learning about the world around them. Our pupil's natural curiosity will be honed to consider how past events have shaped the customs and beliefs of the communities in which they belong. Through our curriculum framework, it is our intent to help  the children, as historians, to develop chronological understanding by linking current learning to previous learning and to make sense of the new knowledge that they acquire. We aim to develop a natural love for history by providing the children with the crucial skills of enquiry, critical analysis and the process of change to develop perspective and judgement. 

History is a foundation subject with the National Curriculum.

Aims

Through the teaching of history we aim to:
· To help children to know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.
· To help children develop a sense of identity through learning about the development of Britain, Europe and the wider world.

· To introduce the children to what it involved in understanding and interpreting the past.

· To prepare the children for adult life by helping them to understand the nature of the society in which we live.

· To promote the skill of argument, hypothesis, chronology, sequencing, awareness  of points of view, observation, rigorous analysis of evidence, evaluation, research, comparison, deduction, role-play and usage of historically grounded abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’.
· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrast, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses. 

· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

· gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.

IMPLEMENTATION
At St. Stephen’s, history is taught in clearly defined blocks throughout the year, as outlined in the overall curriculum framework overview.   This allows the children to enhance their historical knowledge and skills through clear, focussed learning.    This model promotes the children in being able to achieve a greater depth of understanding of each topic covered.  Substantive and the disciplinary knowledge required in each blocked topic has been identified to ensure that progression is  mapped across the topic throughout each year group and the school.
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In our History lessons, we ensure that both our pupils’ substantive and disciplinary knowledge is built upon year on year.

In order for our pupils are able to learn more and know more, we believe it is vital that our history curriculum develops both categories.

Key Historical Concepts

We have identified a set of key historical concepts or 'golden threads', that children will repeatedly revisit throughout their time at St. Stephen’s. Our golden threads are: 
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trade, civilisation, industry, empire, monarchy, settlement,            migration   monarchy, rebellion    
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Skills to Gain Knowledge 

Our aim is to ensure that our pupils become historians who can confidently attain knowledge regardless of the subject or topic. In order to do this,  we carefully plan our history lessons so that eight main skills are taught. These skills ensure that children able to unpick historical knowledge throughout their life.

The eight disciplinary skills are:

1. Sequencing the Past
2. Significance and Interpretation
3. Similarity and difference

4. Continuity and Change
5. Cause and Consequence
6. Interpretation
7. Vocabulary
IMPACT 

By the end of their primary education at St. Stephen’s, our children will be equipped with a coherent body of historical knowledge, a range of transferable skills and a rich vocabulary that will enable them to be ready for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 and for life as an adult in the wider world. The impact of our History curriculum is that our children will thoroughly enjoy learning about their own local history and the history of the wider world in which they live. Children will develop progressively as historians applying and building upon the knowledge and skills they have acquired. They will gain a sense of curiosity about the past, ask thought provoking questions and have a desire to find out more
BREADTH OF STUDY

The history curriculum is mapped to ensure alignment with the national curriculum content and programme of study. Key knowledge and skills relate directly and build towards the achievement of the end of key stage ‘end points’, informed by the KS1 and KS2 National Curriculum statements.
EYFS

In the early years, pupils explore historical themes and content throughout the Understanding of the World strand of the EYFS curriculum. This involves guiding the children to develop a sense of their physical world, as well as their community, alongside opportunities to explore, observe, and find out about people, places, technology and the environment. History is taught as an integral part of the responsive topic work covered during the year. Historical aspects of the children’s work is related to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals / Characteristics of Effective Learning, which underpin the curriculum planning. History makes a significant contribution to the Early Learning Goals of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through a wide range of child initiated and adult led activities.

KEY STAGE ONE
During Key Stage One, children will be taught matters, skills and processes through the following areas of study:

· Changes within living memory.

· Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally

· The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements.  Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods

· significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.
KEY STAGE TWO

During Key Stage Two, children will be taught matters, skills and processes through a local history study, five British history studies, two European studies and two world history studies.

· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.

· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain.

· Britain's settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots.

· The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor.

· A local history study.

· A study or an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupil's chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

· the achievements  of the earliest civilizations - an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of Ancient Egypt. 

· Ancient Greece - a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world.

· A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history - Mayan civilization c. AD 900

LINKS WITH OTHER SUBJECTS
History has close and important links with other subjects.

English

History contributes greatly to the teaching and learning in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in Literacy are historical in nature.  Children develop oracy through discussing historical questions or presenting their findings to the rest of the class or through collaborative learning techniques.

Cross-curricular links

Whilst learning about history, children will need to access knowledge and skills from other curriculum areas. For example they may need to draw upon geographical and computing knowledge; scientific skills or even speaking and listening to debate issues: all in the application of their learning. All of these links need to be relevant and purposeful and emphasise that we cannot learn about history in isolation but also that whilst they are studying this subject the principles and disciplines of history are always central to what is being taught.
Resources

Topic specific resources are kept in the relevant classes. General resources are kept in the Teachers' Room. The library  contains an extensive supply of history books to support children’s individual research and Project Loans are utilised.  Resources which may be used to gather data are kept with the general science resources. Educational Software is installed on computers in the ICT suite to support work in some topics. The school’s subscription to the National Historical Association ensures that the Subject Lead is up-to-date with current thinking which is then shared with staff.

Visits / Visitors

Children will be given opportunities for visits and visitors will be booked to enhance the learning and understanding of topic work.  Examples include:

· History Alive / Delve into History / Peter North  - visiting history teachers
· Manchester Museum of Science and Industry (MOSI)

· Astley Coal Museum
· Salford Museum
· Bolton Museum and Art Gallery

· National Coal Mining Museum
· East Lancashire Railway

Special Educational Needs (SEN)

Planning and assessment for children with special educational needs must take into account the type and extent of difficulty experienced by the child.

Differentiation of tasks and materials, consistent with school based intervention as set out in the SEN Code of Practice will be needed and care should be taken to ensure that children who experience difficulty in reading and/or writing are given opportunities to develop historical skills by engaging in activities suited to their individual need and are assessed on historical skills and not merely their competence in English.

It is emphasised that a variety of activities should be used to present the subject and to encourage the development of skills for historical enquiry.

Assessment
Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle. At St Stephen’s, we use summative and formative assessment to determine children’s understanding of key Historical knowledge and skills. Assessment is supported by use of the following strategies:
· Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, in a group and in class during whole class teaching.

· Using differentiated, open-ended questions that require children to explain their understanding; in line with the school’s underlying ethos for children to gain confidence in articulating their knowledge and expressing themselves clearly.

· Provide effective feedback, including interactive marking, where appropriate, to engage children with their learning and to provide opportunities for self-assessment, consolidation, depth and target setting.

· Book moderation and monitoring of outcomes of work, to evaluate the range and balance of work and to ensure that tasks meet the needs of different learners (with the acquisition of the pre-identified key knowledge of each topic being evidenced through the outcomes).

· Use of specific and measurable learning objectives for each lesson which children and teacher’s review against the agreed success criteria.

· Use of the ‘what I know already, what I want to know and what I have learnt’ (KWL) strategy throughout a unit, alongside specific and measurable LOs for each lesson 

· Each child’s attainment and progress in History is formally reported to parents at the end of the school year in the end of year report.

· In the Early years children are assessed according to the Development Matters attainment targets and at the end of the Foundation years against the Early Learning Goals.

Equal Opportunities

At St. Stephen’s we are committed to providing a teaching environment which ensures all children are provided with the same learning opportunities regardless of social class, gender, culture, race, special educational need or disability. Teachers use a range of strategies to ensure inclusion and also to maintain a positive ethos where children demonstrate positive attitudes towards others. Support for specific individuals is well considered and planned for, to ensure that tasks provide learners with an appropriate level of challenge.
Inclusion
All pupils are entitled to access the Geography curriculum at a level appropriate to their needs. 
To ensure inclusion, teachers use a range of strategies in line with the school’s inclusion policy. Independent tasks, as well as teaching, are also well-adapted to ensure full accessibility, as well as to provide appropriate challenge to different groups of learners. The school makes full use of additional adults who are deployed effectively to ensure that identified children are able to make progress in each curriculum area, according to their full potential. 
Through the use of the KWL grid, teaching takes account of children’s own interests to ensure topic relevance to all individual learners. Opportunities for enrichment are fully utilised, to ensure a fully inclusive and engaging History curriculum. This is supported through a number of links with places of historical interest in the immediate and wider locality and local studies which engage the children further through practical activities
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