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Religious Education


St Stephen’s (Kearsley Moor) 
Church of England Primary School
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Context
· St Stephen’s (Kearsley Moor) Church of England Primary School is a one form entry primary school, serving children in the age range of 4-11 years.
· We deliver Religious Education (RE) in line with the Manchester Diocesan Syllabus. 
·  St Stephens’s (Kearsley Moor) Church of England Primary School recognises and values the religious backgrounds and non-religious backgrounds of each of our pupils. We intend to be sensitive to the home background of all and therefore work to ensure that RE is accessible to all pupils and teachers of any religious persuasion or none.
· We have a strong understanding of how RE can play a leading role in pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
· At St Stephen’s (Kearsley Moor) we know how relationships with members of local communities and local faith communities can enrich pupils’ experiences in RE and we strive to cultivate and maintain these relationships.  

Legal requirements
RE at St Stephen’s (Kearsley Moor) CE Primary School will meet legal requirements by:
· its inclusion in the curriculum of all registered pupils. In primary school, this is a requirement for all pupils in Reception to Year 6. 
· reflecting the fact that religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religious traditions represented in Great Britain.
· teaching RE in accordance with the Manchester Diocesan guidelines. 


Aims
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Our aims of RE are that pupils will:
 
Making Sense of beliefs (Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews) so that they can:
· describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which exists within and between communities and among individuals
· identify, investigate and respond to questions posed and responses offered by some of the sources of wisdom found in religions and worldviews
· appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.

Making Connections (Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of religions and worldviews) so that they can:
· explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression influence individuals and communities
· express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value, including ethical issues 
· appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion or a worldview.

Understanding the concept (Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with religions and worldviews) so that they can:
· find out about and investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, responding creatively
· enquire into what enables different individuals and communities to live together respectfully for the wellbeing of all
· articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain why they may be important in their own and other people’s lives.


Place in the curriculum
The National Curriculum states the legal requirement that:
All state schools ... must teach religious education to pupils at every key stage ... All schools must publish their curriculum by subject and academic year online.
(DfE, The National Curriculum in England: Framework Document, July 2013, p.4)
The Curriculum Framework for RE (2013) is the latest in a chain of documents to recognise RE as a core subject and it is regarded as such at St Stephen’s
We make cross-curricular links with other subjects where those links are beneficial for pupils’ learning and progress in RE. On occasions when strong cross-curricular links cannot be forged with other subjects, RE is taught as a discrete subject.  
As a Church of England Primary School we recognise that RE can make a positive contribution to much of pupils’ life in school.  It can be linked especially well to Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development, Citizenship (including social cohesion) and Personal, Social, Health and Economic education and we strive to make good links where we can.
In order to maximise the impact of RE sessions and pupils’ progress in this subject, we teach RE in designated regular RE lessons at St Stephen’s.

Timing
At St Stephen’s we follow the Manchester Diocese RE syllabus that recommends that RE should be taught for approx. 50 mins, weekly in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), one hour weekly in Key Stage 1 (KS1) and a 75 mins session each week in Key Stage 2 (KS2). 
Across an academic year EYFS and KS1 will have experienced approx. 36 hours of RE teaching whilst KS2 will have been involved in over 45 hours of RE tuition. 


Learning and teaching in RE
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The teaching and learning approach at St Stephen’s has three core elements which are woven together to provide breath and balance within the teaching and learning about religions and beliefs, underpinning the aims of RE. The teaching and learning in the classroom will encompass all three elements allowing for overlap of elements as suits the religion, concept and question being explored. The three elements set the context for open exploration of religion and belief.
A wide range of imaginative teaching methods and pupil groupings should be used in effective RE sessions. 
St Stephen’s recognises that ‘enquiry’ can be instrumental to good learning in RE as referenced in recent Ofsted RE subject reports, and we aim to help pupils develop skills to enquire independently. Pupils should be given time to generate pertinent questions where appropriate and teachers of RE should ensure that the atmosphere in an RE session is conducive to question raising and reflective thought whenever appropriate.
We appreciate the positive impact that local communities and local faith communities can have on pupils’ experiences in RE. St Stephen’s caters for this by having a visit to a place of worship in each year across our key stages (eg use of local Faith Trails incorporating the Schoenstatt Shrine, Manchester Jewish Museum and Synagogue, St John’s Methodist Church, Wat Sriratanaram Monastery and by inviting visitors from faith communities into RE lessons. We have also forged strong links with the diocese and work closely with the Changing Places Project.
It is vitally important that teachers demonstrate respectful attitudes towards all faiths, modelling the attitudes and responses we would expect from our pupils.


Religions and worldviews
St Stephen’s has followed the Manchester Diocesan guidelines and has selected the following religions and worldviews for focused study in each key stage. Consideration of other religions and non religious worldviews can occur at any key stage, as appropriate to do so.
Reception: Christianity and other faiths as part of their growing sense of self, their own community and place within it.
KS1: Christians, Jews and Muslims.
KS2: Christians, Muslims, Jews and Hindus.

Planning
St Stephen’s uses the Manchester Diocese syllabus to form the basis of its schemes of work. In accordance with this syllabus, pupils will study the following questions/units at each key stage:
[image: ]
[image: ]
All aims of RE are planned for throughout the units of work.


Inclusion
Our whole school inclusion, English as an Additional Language (EAL) and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) policies apply to RE.  
Teachers are aware that pupils who have barriers to learning in other areas may have a strong interest in and aptitude for RE. All pupils should be encouraged to progress to their full potential and a variety of teaching methods (e.g. use of art, drama, ICT) should be employed to ensure that this is possible.
Pupils who are Gifted and Talented in RE are given opportunities to demonstrate and develop their strengths.
Some pupils have positive and deep experiences of religion from their lives outside of school. While there is no doubt that these experiences should be valued, they do not necessarily relate to pupils’ ability in RE. 

Assessment
In RE, by the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, understand and apply the concepts, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study, as in all subjects of the curriculum. The expectation is that pupils’ achievements will be weighed up by teachers using criteria arising from the Programmes of Study
Pupils’ attainment in RE throughout the school will be tracked by the Subject Leader in order to ensure that RE provision at St Stephen’s is successful.
As required by law, we report pupils’ attainment in RE in written form to parents once a year.

Right of withdrawal
Pupils’ families and faith communities have the right to encourage religious nurture of the children, fostering their faith. It is the responsibility of the school to provide Religious Education for all its pupils.
Parents have the right to withdraw their children either partly or wholly from RE.  In addition, teachers have the right not to teach the subject. Our approach to RE, however, has been constructed in the hope that parents and teachers will rarely, if ever, wish to exercise their right of withdrawal.
As stated in our school prospectus and on our school website, those parents who wish to withdraw their child from RE lessons should inform the Headteacher in writing/contact the school office at their earliest convenience.
This policy has been adopted by the governors in consultation with the RE Subject Leader and teaching staff.  
Date of approval by Governing Body …
Date of review …
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The RE teaching and learning
approach in Manchester Diocese

This syllabus is designed to support schools in developing and deiivering
excellence in RE. It responds to national calls for deepening pupils’ knowledge
about religions and for developing their ‘religious literacy’. ? It does this

by studying one religion at a time (‘systematic’ units), and then including
thematic’ units, which buid on learning by comparing the religions, beliefs
and practices studied.

In order to support teachers in exploring the selected beliefs, this syllabus sets
out an underlying teaching and learning approach, whereby pupils encounter
core concepts in religions and beliefs in a coherent way, developing their
understanding and their ability to handle questions of religion and beief.

‘The teaching and learming approach has three core elements, which are
woven together to provide breadth and balance within teaching and learning
about religions and beliefs, underpinning the aims of RE outlined on p.8.
Teaching and learing in the classroom will encompass all three elements,
allowing for overlap between elements as suits the religion, concept and
question being explored.

These elements set the context for open exploration of religion and belief.
They offer a structure through which pupils can encounter diverse refigious
tradiitions alongside non-religious worldviews — which reflect the backgrounds
of many pupils in our schools. The elements present a broad and flexible
strategy that allows for different traditions to be treated with integrity. These:
elements offer a route through each unit while also allowing for a range of
questions reflecting different approaches, for example, from religious studes,
philosophy, sociology, ethics and theology.

Manchester Diocese RE Syllabus 2023

Making sense
of beliefs

Identifying and making sense of core religious
and non-religious beliefs and concepts;
understanding what these beliefs mean within their
traditions; recognising how and why sources of
authority (such as texts) are used, expressed and
interpreted in different ways, and developing skils

of interpretation.

Making
connections

Evaluating, reflecting on and
connecting the beliefs and
practices studied; allowing pupils
to challenge ideas studied, and
the ideas studied to challenge
pupils’ thinking; discerning
possible connections between
these and pupils’ own ives and
ways of understanding the world
(their personal worldviews).

Understanding
the impact
Examining how and why people
put their beliefs into action in
diverse ways, within their everyday
lives, within their communities and
in the wider world.
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Religious education key questions: an overview

FS (Discovering) KS1 (Exploring) Lower KS2 (Connecting) Upper KS2 (Connecting) KS3 (Applying/Interpreting)
Religion/belief Christianity plus others :'I'. fiouans: Jewsand - Ghristians, Muslims, Hindus and Jews Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, Sikhs
L2.1 What do Christians learn from the
1.1 What do Christians ~ creation story? [Creation/Fall U2.1 What does it mean f Christians 3.1 What does it mean for Christians to befieve in
believe God is ke? [God] 2.2 What s t ke for someoneto  befeve God s holy and loving? [God]  God as Trinity? [God]
F1 Why is the word 1.2 Who do Christians say ~ follow God? [People of God] U2.2 Creation and science: conficting 3.2 Should Christians be greener than everyone
“God' so important to made the world? [Creation]  1.2.3 What is the “Trinity and why or complementary? [Creation] else? [Creation]
zzﬂﬂﬂ" Christians? [God] 1.3 Why does Christmas is it important for Christians? [God/ U2.3 Why do Christians believe Jesus ~ 3-3 Why are people good and bad? [Fall]
orGod F2 Why is Christmas matter to Christians? Incamation] ‘was the Messiah? [Incarnation] 3.4 Does the world need prophets today? [People
oo ‘special for Christians? Incarnation] L2.4 What kind of world did Jesus ~ U2.4 How do Christians decide how to of God]
& [Incarnation] 1.4 What is the ‘good news'  want? [Gospel] live? "What would Jesus do?’ [Gospel] 3.5 What do people do when life gets hard?
Salvation F3Why is Easter special  Christians believe Jesus. L2.5 Why do Christians call theday ~ U2.5 What do Christians believe Jesus  [Wisdom]
Kingdom of God for Christians? [Savation]  brings? [Gospel] Jesus died ‘Good Friday'? [Salvation]  did to ‘save' people? [Salvation] 3.6 Why do Christians believe Jesus was God on
1.5 Why does Easter matter | 2,6 For Christians, what was the U2.6 For Christians, what kind of king ~ Earth? [Incamation]
to Christians? [Savation]  impact of Pentecost? [Kingdom of  is Jesus? [Kingdom of God] 3.7 What is so radical about Jesus? [Gospel]
God]
Buddhism: 3.8 The Buddha: how and why do his experiences
Pkl and teachings have meaning for people today?
[Pl [Buddha/dhamma/sanghal
e L2.7 What do Hindus believe God is:
Samsara and moksha ke? [Brahmenatman] U2.7 Why do Hindus want to be 3.9 Why don't Hindus want to be reincarnated
Brahman (God) and i 000? [Karma/oharmalsamsaral and what do they do about it? [Samsara/moksha/
atman L2.8What does it meantobe Hinduin 1) Brahman/atman/karmaldharma)
Karma and dhama e/ D]
Istam:
= 16WhoisaMusimand 129 How do festivals andworship  U2.8 What does it mean to be a 3.10 What is good and what is chalkenging about
e ” how do they ve? [God/  show what matters to a Musim? Muslim in Brtain today? being a Musim teenager in Briain today?
o Foey Tawhid/ibacah/iman] Ibadah) [Tawhidiman/ibadat] man/ibadah/akhlag)
Akhlaq (virtue/morality)
© RE Today 2023
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Religion/belief FS (Discovering) KS1 (Exploring) Lower KS2 (Connecting) Upper KS2 (Connecting) KS3 (Applying/Interpreting)
Judaism: 3.1 What is good and what s challenging about
God 1.7 Who s Jewish and how  L2.10 How do festivals and famil ife . being a Jewish teenager in the UK today? [People
Torah dothey live? [God/Torah/  show what matters to Jewish people? _fj:"y's:f;;:'"j;";"““ 1 and the Land] [}
The People and People] (God/TorahvPeoplethe Land] (=
the Land.
Sikhism:
God
Values (Nam Simran, 312 How are Sikh teachings on equality and
Kirat karne, vand Senvice putinto practice today? [God/the Gurus/
chhakne, seva) Values/Panth]
The Gurus
Panth (community)
Non-religious
workdviews U2.10 What matters most to 3.3 What diference does it make to be non-
Humanists and Christians? religious in Britain today?
Thematic
F4 Being special: where 1.8 What makes some L2.11 How and why do people mark  U2.11 Why do some people believe in - X .
do we belong? places sacred to believers?  the significant events of fe? God and some people not? ST i T e Dl
F5 Which places are "gm:,‘ds"::mm'" 1212 How and why do people tryto  U2.12 How does faith help when ife  3.15 How far does it make a difference if you
special and why? W""‘“ o make the workd a better place? gels hard? believe inife after death?
F6 Which stories are 10 Wihat does it mer 316 Why is there suffering? Are there any good
fal and why? BETREED solutions?
=pect Gommunity?
Note:
For Church schools, two 317 Shouid happiness be the purpose of fe?
addiional urits are provided in the.
Understanding Chistanity materias:
How can following God bring freedom
and justice? [People of God] 318 How can people express the spiritual through
What difference does the Resurrection  the arts?
make for Christians? [Salvation]
© RE Today 2023
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The purpose of religious education

‘The aims and purposes of religious education in this sylabus reflect those set out in the 2019
Statement of Entitiement. They are to enable pupils:

1o know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global fing faith through the
exploration of core beliefs using an approach that critcally engages with biblical text.

« 10 gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and woridviews appreciating
diversity, continuity and change within the religions and worldviews being studied.

« 1o engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence
and experience.

« to recognise the concept of religion and its continuing influence on Britain's cuitural heritage
andin the lives of individuals and societies in different times, cultures and places.

10 explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ways living, believing and thinking.

Appropriate to their age at the end of their education in Church schools, the expectation is that
all pupils are refigiously literate and, as a minimum, pupils are able to:

= Give atheologically informed and thoughtful account of Christianity as a fving and
diverse faith.

= Show an informed and respectful attitude to religions and non-religious worldviews in their
search for God and meaning.

= Engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of other faiths and none.

= Reflect critically and responsibly on their own spiitual, philosophical and ethical convictions.
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Manchester Diocese RE Syllabus 2023

The purpose of RE is captured in the principal aim, which is intended to be a shorthand
version for day-to-day use. It should be considered as a doorway into the wider purpose
articulated above.

Principal aim

The principal aim of religious education is to explore what
people believe and what difference this makes to how they
live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, understanding
and skills needed to handle questions raised by religion and
belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.

Schools should make use of this principal aim throughout their planning to ensure that all
teaching and learning contributes to enabling pupils to achieve this aim. Schools and RE
departments will find that discussing how the principal aim relates to the purpose of RE,
and talking about how classroom RE can contribute to the aim, will be helpful for teachers in
clarifying what RE is for in their school and classroom.
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