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Thank you to all of our families and pupils for helping to make this half-term a wonderful start to the year.
Parents and carers have been hugely supportive, including engaging positively with our start of term
meetings, new Wellbeing Profiles and coffee mornings, all of which have proved a great success.

Teaching and learning across the school has been purposeful, personalised and creative, as you will see
below. Most of all, we are incredibly proud of our children and young people, as we know that you will
be. We hope that you enjoy seeing the breadth of learning across the school in the highlights below, and
that you have a wonderful halfterm break.

Immersive Storytelling — Handa's Surprise

This last week, the book Handa’s Surprise was brought to life through sound, scent, touch, and movement
in an interactive show put on by our Creative Team.

Pupils from across the school immersed themselves in an engaging, multi-sensory story, exploring fruits,
animals and settings from the story. Delivered as part of our Black History Season, the experience
deepened cultural understanding while making literacy joyful and accessible.

Imaginative Conversations and Creative Play -

This term, Lower School have been reading Room on the Broom. As part
of the learning experience, an interactive class display inspired by the
book has sparked imaginative conversations and creative play, helping
to bring the story to life in a fun and engaging way.

Classes have also been practising phonics sounds each morning, for
example the sounds S, A, T, P, I, N, M, D, G, and O . Classes have
explored these in ways that suit the pupils’ learning styles and
preferences, for example using favourite items that start with those
sounds, tracing or writing the letters, and some pupils have been
working on spelling 3 letter words using our sounds so far!

We promote pupils’ independence and encourage them to take on
additional responsibilities, with the display alongside showing one
class’s list of favourite jobs for each child.




Breakfast, Bakery & Books

Temple Grandin class in the Pearl Pathway have been fantastic hosts for our Breakfast Club this term!
They have added more items to the menu, using their life skills lessons to make yummy pancakes,
sandwiches and muffins alongside the standard selection available. They all show exemplary customer
service skills, clearly communicating to ask customers what they would like and providing service with a
smile.

Malala Class enjoyed visiting Reactive Forum. They took part in craft activities and had a storytelling

workshop from the Holborn library. Lucy Bronze class enjoyed a Bakery lesson where they made some
bread for other classes to enjoy. Michelle Obama have been working hard looking up new vocabulary
in dictionaries and completing ‘quick write’ daily sentences.

Football Fans

Across the Lower School, the curriculum draws on
pupils’ own interests and teachers have been getting
to know what motivates pupils.

Lizzie Emeh class are big football fans, so have been
practising their physical development and turn-taking
skills through activities such as catching and passing
the ball to one another.

African Drumming Creativity & Physical Activity

Classes celebrated Black History Month with a In the Lower School, the curriculum provides lots of
vibrant African drumming session, organised by opportunities to engage in active play and physical
music Specialist Humphries. development, with swimming classes always being

a favourite for pupils and staff. Pupils are also
learning to play and work together, and to make
new connections with peers. Pupils feel a great

enjoyed feeling the vibrations, joining in with sense of pride and satisfaction when they have
coactive and some independent drumming. Both completed a task on their timetable or now/next
learners and staff had a great time! board

We explored the rhythm and energy of the drums
through touch, sound, and movement. Pupils




Social & Independence Skills

Our pupils in the Sapphire Pathway have made a positive and
purposeful start to the year, developing key social and
independence skills.

Activities such as "Would You Rather?" have supported peer
interaction and communication, while community visits to The Hive,
local shops, and Regent’s Park for tennis have helped build
confidence in real-world settings.

Chris Packham class is also taking part in an exciting drama
project with the Camden Roundhouse, creating accessible books to
support young people attending events and workshops. The project
is enhancing pupils’ communication, memory, and self-advocacy
skills.

Term Dates

Autumn Term Summer Term 2026

Monday 1st September to Friday 19th December 2025 Monday 13th April to Monday 20th July 2026
Monday 1st September: Staff training day - no school Monday 4th May: May Day Bank Holiday - no

for pupils school for pupils

Tuesday 2nd September: Staff training day - no school  Half-term: Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May 2026
for pupils Monday 22nd June: Staff training day - no school for
Wednesday 3rd September: First day for pupils pupils

Monday 20th October: Staff training day - no school Monday 20th July 2026: Last day for pupils
for pupils

Halfterm: Monday 27th October - Friday 31st October To view on our website, please visit:
2025 www.swisscottage.camden.sch.uk/parents/
Winter Holiday: Monday 22nd December 2025 - termdates

Friday 2nd January 2026

Spring Term 2026

Monday 5th January to Friday 27th March 2026 Wishing all of our families a safe
Monday 5th January: Staff training day - no school for and enjoya ble break.

pupils

Half-term: Monday 16 February - Friday 20 The first de back for pUpI|S IS
February 2026

Spring Holiday: Monday 30 March - Friday 10 April Monday, 3rd November!

2026
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