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End of Half Term
Newsletter

Friday 17th July 2026

Dear Families,

As we come to the end of another school year, we reflect with enormous pride on the progress, achievements and
memorable moments shared by every one of the children and young people we are privileged to serve.

The summer term has been filled with celebration, creativity and success. It has been particularly wonderful to see
such enthusiastic engagement from our families and the wider community, whose support continues to enrich the life
of our school. Below, you'll find just some of the highlights from another fantastic term of learning and provision.
Finally, I would like to share a personal message. As | complete my first year as Principal of Swiss Cottage School, |
want to say a heartfelt thank you. | have been supported every step of the way by our exceptional staff team, our
wonderful families, our dedicated governors and partners, and, above all, by our remarkable pupils. It has been a
genuine privilege to lead such a special school community. We look forward to seeing everyone on Monday 20th

for the final day of term, and then welcoming pupils back on Friday 4th September for the start of another exciting
school year.

Wishing you all a happy, restful and well-deserved summer.

Best,
Syra and Team Swiss

Graduation

Congratulations to our pupils who graduated this year. It was wonderful to have families share in this spe-
cial celebration. We are so proud of their achievements and the young adults they have grown into.
Congratulations and good luck to the Class of 2026!

Summer Fun and Earth Celebrations

What a fantastic start to the Summer Term for our youngest pupils in the Amethyst Pathway! Pupils and staff
welcomed the season in style with a celebration of Planet Earth, focusing on our buzzing friends—bees—and
why they are so important to our lives. Our wonderful children led the way, showcasing just how brilliant
outdoor learning can be. We also had a blast celebrating the 3rd International Day of Play on the 11th of
June. This term has brought us beautiful sunshine, and we have absolutely loved the chance to cool down,
splash around, and play with water!
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Growing

Our primary aged pupils in the Emerald pathway have been learning about what plants need to grow and
stay healthy. Some classes planted sunflower seeds and have been enjoying watching them grow. The
pupils especially enjoyed watering the plants each day to help them grow strong and healthy. Classes
have also been have been learning about prepositional
language through a range of activities.

Also, Sunflower class created their own set and costumes for
their performance of ‘One Springy Day’ and pupils in Year 6 |
celebrated moving into Upper School with their very own
graduation ceremony!

Sports Week

The PE department has had an outstanding half term, marked by high levels of pupil engagement and
achievement. Our students participated in a range of inclusive sports competitions, demonstrating
teamwork, resilience, and growing confidence.

Sports Week was a major highlight, where pupils showcased
their skills in athletics, team games, and adapted sports. We
were also pleased to invite families to join a sports session
(weather permitting).

The week celebrated our commitment to accessible physical
education and provided valuable opportunities for learners to
shine, succeed, and take pride in their progress.

Blink Dance Company

We have been delighted to work with Blink, a neurodiverse dance movement company, who have been
collaborating with students from our Emerald and Ruby Pathways.

Students have thoroughly enjoyed the sessions, engaging
with creative movement and expression in a supportive and
inspiring environment. Blink were so impressed by their
experience at our school that they will be returning next year
for a fully funded, year-long project. We are excited to
continue this partnership and see the impact of their
fantastic work.

Work Experience

Our oldest pupils in the Sapphire Pathway have had an
extremely successful Summer Term, with many taking part in
in work experience placements across Camden, including at
Piercy & Co where they learnt about making furniture for a
range of purposes and environments. They took part in team
briefings and created a lamp fit for customer homes.

Some pupils also enjoyed a placement with Camden Music &
Motion, where they got to meet and ask questions of famous
actor Kingsley Ben-Adir. Pupils got the opportunity to match
music to adverts, films and series and learnt about how to
orchestrate this to dialogue.




Camden Arts Centre & Camden Arts Biennial Showcase

Students from Nnena Kalu and Katherine Granger Classes have taken part in
a year-long project with Camden Arts Centre. Working alongside professional
artists, they developed a shared visual language through natural dyes,
printmaking, sculpture and ceramics. Their exhibition, Within the Around, is
free to visit at Camden Arts Centre until 23 August.

We are also proud to have artwork from every pathway displayed at the
Camden Arts Biennial, alongside work from schools across Camden. It was
wonderful to see our pupils’ creativity celebrated as part of such a fantastic
exhibition. The exhibition is still open for families to visit until 26 July at the

Lethaby Gallery, Granary Square, King's Cross, from 10am to é6pm.

Ready Steady Cook

This summer, our Sapphire (post-16
pupils) enjoyed taking part in the
Ready, Steady, Cook competition,
working in teams to create a range
of delicious dishes. Pupils showed
great enthusiasm, followed
instructions carefully, and
developed their confidence,
teamwork and food preparation
skills throughout the project.

It was wonderful to see their
creativity shine and their enjoyment
grow with each challenge.
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Floating Classroom

This term, the Ruby Pathway were pleased to welcome our
new teacher, Charlotte, into Lotus class, who has quickly
established positive relationships with pupils and staff, and
has made valuable contributions to the pathway. Pupils have
had opportunities to develop communication and cognition
skills through local community trips and a particular highlight
was an educational visit aboard the 'Floating Classroom'
where pupils enjoyed a sensory experience on the canal.

Choir

The school choir have been rehearsing for two summer events:
International Day and Community Day. Learners from across 6
classes and 3 pathways performed an eclectic mix of songs from
different cultures onstage at International Day, watched by staff,
other learners, parents and carers. The songs were a traditional
South African hymn, an action song from Ghana, a traditional folk
song from Japan, a Maori song from New Zealand, and a traditional
Jewish celebration song. The learners performed brilliantly and the
show was very well received.

The Community Day performance involved just over a dozen choir
members singing a selection of uplifting numbers. Both events also
featured a solo performance of John Lennon's "Jealous Guy" by
Clover Class's Nico, which was a real showstopper!




Eastside Arts Summer Art Exhibition

Pupils from across the Pearl pathway joined in Our Summer Art Exhibition showcased the
workshops over 6 weeks with Gavin from Eastside Art,  creativity and achievements of students across the
culminating in a performance for peers and visitors. school. Students enjoyed viewing and celebrating

Students really enjoyed participating in the show and one another’s artwork, with the exhibition
being able to self-direct the topic and direction of the  highlighting a wonderful range of artistic skills,
piece. Well donel ideas and individual expression.

Temple Grandin class partnered with the Roundhouse
in Camden on a project that gave students the
opportunity to develop confidence, teamwork and
acting skills. They went for weekly visits and the
feedback from students has been really positive.

Exploring the Community

Our pupils in the Emerald pathway across Upper School
have been busy exploring the community and
strengthening their road-safety skills. We have been
practising at the playground traffic lights, helping
everyone to build confidence, before heading out into
real-life environments.

Our pupils have enjoyed a fantastic range of trips this
term, including visits to Camden Arts Centre, local parks, g =
Primrose Hill, London Zoo, Finchley Road Cinema, the Farm, Inflotonatlon and Heath Hands. Each outlng
has given pupils the chance to apply their skills, discover new places and engage with the world around
them.

We also loved celebrating the school’s International Day, where students explored different cultures, tasted
new foods and took part in activities that celebrated our school community and the world around us. It was
an amazing day full of colour, music and shared experiences. It's been a wonderful term full of learning,
independence and adventure.

Crafting Futures Artist in Residence

We have been fortunate to welcome an artist in residence through the Crafting
Futures project.

Over 12 weeks, she has worked with students from Emerald and Sapphire

pathways, exploring natural dyes, fabric, printmaking and clay. The project has had
a wonderful impact, and students have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the creative
sessions.




Camden Local Offer: Events and activities for those with SEND

For upcoming events and activities in Camden for children and young people aged 0-25 with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and their families.
See their Guide to Low and No Cost Activities in Camden.

Waiting Room's calendar is also full of events that are suitable for young people with autism and ADHD.

See their Holiday Activities and Food Programme (HAF). Parents can register and book up to 4 days of
activities over the holidays for children aged between 5 and 16 years. If a child or young person has
additional support needs, parents should tell the provider in advance.

Term Dates

Autumn Term 2026

Wednesday 2nd September to Friday 18th December

Wednesday 2nd September: Staff training day - no school for pupils
Thursday 3rd September: Staff training day - no school for pupils
Friday 4th September: First day for pupils
Monday 19th October: Staff training day - no school for pupils
Half-term: Monday 26h October - Friday 30th October
Monday 2nd November: Pupils return to school
Friday 18th December: Last Day of Autumn Term - (3.15pm finish)
Winter Holiday: Monday 21st December - Friday 1st January

Spring Term 2027
Monday 4th January to Thursday 25th March

Monday 4h January: Staff training day - no school for pupils
Tuesday 5th January: First day for pupils
Halfterm: Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February
Thursday 25th March: Last Day of Spring Term - (3.15pm finish)
Spring Holiday: Friday 26th March - Friday 9th April

Summer Term 2027

Monday 12th April to Thursday 22nd July

Monday 12th April: First Day for pupils
Monday 3rd May: May Day Bank Holiday - no school for pupils
Half-term: Monday 31st May - Friday 4th June
Monday 7th June: Staff training day - no school for pupils
Tuesday 8th June: Pupils return to school
Thursday 22nd July : Last day for pupils - (3.15pm finish)

To view our term dates on our website, please visit:

www.swisscottage.camden.sch.uk/parents/termdates

Wishing all of our families a safe and enjoyable break.

The first day back for pupils is
Friday, 4th September!



https://swisscottage.camden.sch.uk/parents/termdates
https://www.camden.gov.uk/documents/20142/1271010/Online+Guide+to+Free+and+Low-Cost+Sport+and+Physical+Activity+in+Camden+MAY+23+v2.pdf/da553a91-c65d-3308-f70a-dca6c2296ac2?t=1684756486874
https://londonwaitingroom.nhs.uk/autism-adhd-support-ncl/neurodevelopmental-support-camden#calendar
https://youngcamdenfoundation.org.uk/haf

