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31" December 2020
School Update on January 2021
Dear Parents, Carers, and Families,

We hope this finds you well and safe during the holiday period. There are a number of
updates in the news about the government’s safety measures as they try to control the
spread of the new variant of the COVID-19 coronavirus. This included updates about the
government’s plans for schools.

e The government has confirmed primary schools in 22 boroughs in London are closed
until a full opening from 18" January 2021 due to high numbers of COVID-19 cases.

e The government has confirmed that Camden is 1 of the 9 boroughs in London that
has a full opening from next week for primary schools.

e The government has confirmed that Camden secondary schools will have a later
return and this matches all secondary schools across the country. This means they
are opening gradually with a full opening from 18" January 2021.

e The government has confirmed that special schools return full time from next week.

This means Swiss Cottage School is open and the first day for pupils is 5t January 2021.

We need your help to plan a safe return to the school building. We have created a survey
asking you for key information. Please complete this electronic survey on Sunday, 3™
January 2021: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/3rdJan21FamilySurvey/. The questions are
located at the end of this letter so that you are aware of what you will be asked. It is very
important that we have this information to ensure a safe return if every child's update is
received. Prioritise this survey on Sunday, 3rd January between 9am - 2pm.

If you have travelled abroad over the holidays, you need to be aware of the updates on the
government guidance for foreign travel: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/provide-journey-contact-details-before-travel-uk

Holiday Summary:

London moved into Tier 4 restrictions on 20" December 2020. The details on Tier 4 safety
measures from the government are located here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-4-stay-
at-home

We responded to 6 positive cases for the Swiss Cottage School community between 19"
December and 24™ December 2020. We worked with the Camden & Islington Public Health
Team and London Coronavirus Response Cell for each of these positive cases:

e 3 staff members tested positive for COVID-19 in the Purple Bubble: all families and
staff who needed to self-isolate and monitor for symptoms were contacted
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e 1 pupil tested positive for COVID-19 in the Purple Bubble: all families and staff who
needed to self-isolate and monitor for symptoms were contacted

e 2 Camden Transport team members tested positive for COVID-19: 9 families were
contacted to inform them of self-isolation and monitoring of symptoms.

Next Steps:

Sunday, 3" January: You will receive a text a link to the survey reminding you to complete
this by 2pm. We need this information from every family in order for your child to return to
school safely.

Monday, 4" January: You will receive a letter from the school with information about the
first day of school and our preparations for mass testing on site.

5t January 2021: First day for pupils back at school.

We thank you in advance for supporting us as we work together to protect this community.
Yours Sincerely,

Vijita Patel Rebecca Shaw
Principal Vice Principal

Fami(ljy Survey- This will be sent to you by text to complete
on 3" January between 9am — 2pm.

The government moved London into Tier 4 with the rise in COVID-19 cases. We need to work
together to protect our pupils and staff.

The survey is asking you to give the following information to help us with our planning:

1) If your child or member of your household had any symptoms, positive COVID-19 test results,
and self-isolation over the holidays

2) If your family have returned from travel abroad: country you travelled to and return date

3) If your child is identified as clinically extremely vulnerable

4) If there is anything else we need to know to help with planning

1. Name of Child *

2. Name of Class *
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3. Has your child had any symptoms of COVID-19 coronavirus over the holidays? Symptoms are:
high temperature; persistent cough; loss of taste or smell *

| Yes
| No

If yes, what date did they show symptoms?

4. Has your child tested positive for COVID-19 over the holidays? *
| Yes
-/ No

If yes, what date did they get tested?

5. Has anybody else in your household tested positive for COVID-19 over the holidays? *

J Yes
| No

What date did they test positive?

6. Have you travelled abroad? *

- Yes
-1 No

If yes: state the country you travelled to and the date of your return flight
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7. Shielding advice is currently in place in Tier 4: the government states children still deemed
clinically extremely vulnerable are advised not to attend school.

Is your child currently identified as clinically extremely vulnerable? *

| Yes
| No

Comments:

8. Please share any information you feel we need to know for our planning. *
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