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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils

across three areas - curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experi-
ences - and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to
help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we
work with to support our pupils’ music education.




Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any
music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

At Swiss Cottage School, we aim to provide an inclusive and stimulating music curriculum
which is centred around our learners’ diverse interests, strengths, and needs. Given the
diversity and complexity of our student intake, our music programme is a flexible one that
responds to changing needs and circumstances. However, regardless of student profile, we
always have high expectations and provide opportunities for our learners to experience as
wide a range of musical styles and genres as possible.

Music provision in our school begins in the early years and is offered to all students
throughout their time with us, including at post-16 level. It is always tailored to the often
complex needs of our learners, and as such, we make regular use of assistive music
technologies, such as Soundbeam, Beamz, switch technology, as well as a range of iPad
apps and creative music technologies such as Makey Makey. In particular, these tools
enable those of our learners who have mobility challenges to engage with sound and music-
making in a meaningful way that also empowers them.

We currently provide one hour per week of timetabled curriculum music to each class in key
stages 1 to 3, but students are encouraged to access co-curricular opportunities in addition
to this, in order to further develop their talents through additional practice and performance
(see Part B below). In key stage 4, students are offered music as an option as part of the
‘Leisure and Choices’ component of the Sapphire Pathway. While class-based music lessons
focus on general musicianship, students are encouraged to make choices about which
instruments they want to play, and they are given guidance on improving their instrumental
skills. In addition, we sometimes have lessons based on ensemble playing on a particular
instrument; for example, the djembe or the ukulele. Some lessons, especially in Pearl
Pathway, also follow a “band project” format, in which students work on playing a song
together as part of an ensemble, with each learner on a different instrument. We make use
of the “Musical Futures” model for these types of lesson. Finally, for the current academic
year of 2025/26, a total of eight classes will be accessing additional whole class ensemble
teaching, delivered by a tutor employed by Camden Music Service as part of their EPIC!
Programme.

In addition to learning instrumental skills, singing and exploring the voice are at the heart of
our music curriculum. Precisely how this looks depends to a large degree on the interests,
strengths and needs of each of our learners, and can differ across curriculum pathways. For
example, in Ruby pathway, we focus on “finding our voices” and “vocal exploration”,
encouraging learners to make vocal sounds through a microphone. These learners, while
sometimes at a pre-singing stage, often have innate musicality and where pitch variation
appears in their vocalisations, we encourage awareness and development of this by
engaging in “musical dialogues”. Across other pathways, lessons always include singing
activities, ranging from vocal warm-ups to entire songs, and encompassing a range of styles.
Songs are chosen for their appeal to the age group and/or student profile in question, and
careful consideration is given to ensure that performing them is within the child’s reach, while
also offering an appropriate level of challenge.

Our local music hub, Camden Music Service, plays a vital role in supporting and enriching
our music provision. As well as providing whole class ensemble teaching (see above) and
individual instrumental tuition to learners in the school, we have been fortunate to take part
in a number of musical events and performances that they have organised. For example, we
take part in the biennial Camden Schools Music Festival at the Royal Albert Hall. Through our
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partnership with Camden Music Service, we also have an ongoing relationship with the
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment (based at Acland Burghley School), who run
workshops in our school as part of projects that involve performance and composition. Their
latest project at our school will be running during this academic year. We also have an
ongoing partnership with the Musicians’ Company, with a project running this term in our
Emerald Pathway. In the past, we've also had workshops and projects run by the English Folk
Dance and Song Society, Drake Music, and the Joy of Sound, and in the future, we would like
to engage in further collaborations with similar organisations (see “In the future” below). Also
this term, “Primary Drumming” will be offering drumming workshops in our school.

We currently run an “Arts Award” programme, and students can choose to specialise in
Music for this award. We usually offer Discover and Explore and Bronze level, but have also
in the past had students achieve Silver level. Moreover, a number of our students take part
each year in the Shakespeare Schools Festival, performing onstage at a professional theatre
on a bill with other local schools. This year, students will be performing Romeo and Juliet. In
addition to the drama students playing character roles, music students will be providing
musical accompaniment and sound effects to help bring the play to life.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including
choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core
curriculum.

Learners at Swiss Cottage School have the opportunity to learn an instrument outside of
lesson time. Through our partnership with Camden Music Service, we currently have a multi-
instrumentalist tutor who offer lessons on the guitar, piano and drum kit, as well as singing
lessons. Students can also opt to take more flexible “general musicianship” lessons, and we
have one student who is focussing on music technology. Although our tutor currently has a full
timetable, we aim to encourage more students to sign up for one-to-one lessons and recruit
an additional tutor if necessary. There are termly fees for one-to-one instrumental lessons,
and students eligible to receive free school meals receive a 50% subsidy through Camden
Music Service.

Instrumental lessons take place in a dedicated practice room, which is also available for
practice outside of the lesson. However, some of our students would benefit from guided
practice sessions, and so it is our aim to offer lunchtime drop-in sessions for this purpose (see
“In the Future” below). Instrument hire is available through Camden Music Service for those
students who require it.

Our visiting tutor also delivers whole class ensemble teaching focussed mainly on percussion
instruments. This academic year, eight classes are accessing these sessions, which form part
of Camden Music Service’s EPIC! Programme. The whole class instrumental lessons give our
students the invaluable experience of playing as part of an ensemble, sharpening their
performance skills and in many cases sparking an ongoing interest in learning an instrument.
One of the aims of the EPIC! Programme is to encourage more students to develop their
instrumental skills and, if appropriate, undertake one-to-one lessons. The cost of the EPIC!
sessions are met by the school, and also partially subsidised by Camden Music Service.

Our learners are also encouraged to join the school choir, which has a dedicated weekly slot
assigned as part of our “targeted provision”, as well as an additional lunchtime session for
those students who would like extra practice time. As well as singing in school concerts, our
choir members prepare for major external events, such as the Camden Schools Music
Festival at the Royal Albert Hall. In December, we take part in the carol singing at Euston
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Station, which is a fundraiser for the Mayor of Camden’s chosen charities. For choir members
from lower school, there is also the Primary Choirs Festival and the Primary Cluster Festival.

We also run two school bands, one each for lower and upper school. In weekly practice
sessions, learners rehearse a manageable repertoire of songs with a view to showcasing
these at either the winter or summer concert. Students are encouraged to propose their own
choice of songs to ensure high levels of motivation and enjoyment, and to develop their skills
on their chosen instrument (for example, drum kit or keyboard). For lower school band, our
aspiration is for them to prepare for Camden Music Service’s “Primary Bands Night”, which
takes place during the summer term.

There are also opportunities available outside of school. Camden Music Service's after-
school club “Voyagers” is a music activity group that is aimed at primary aged learners with
special educational needs, and is led by two tutors with experience in SEND contexts. Some
of our students have enjoyed taking part in the fun and engaging musical activities offered
by this group. WAC Arts is another organisation that offers a variety of after-school activities
in music and the arts, and a number of our students take part in the projects run there. Some
of our older students have also engaged with music workshops (such as DJing skills) at the
Roundhouse, and this is something we aim to encourage more of (see “In the Future” below).

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing
in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

At Swiss Cottage School, singing forms an important part of the school day. Most classes use
songs as part of their daily routines, for example, a “Good Morning” song to start the day,
and songs to help learners take part in routines, such as washing hands and brushing teeth.
Music is also used in regular assemblies and we aim to introduce singing assembilies in the
near future (see “In the Future” below).

We collaborate with our drama teacher to put on highly interactive themed plays that
include both staff and learners singing. Examples of these are stories for Black History
Month, and shows that link with our termly school themes, such as “Around the World in
Eighty Days”. As a school, we usually have two music concerts a year: a winter concert and a
summer concert. Our students take an active role in these shows, with the school choir and
band performing a variety of songs, as well as classes putting on their own performances.

The summer concert may also involve instrumental students showcasing their progress from
throughout the year, either performing individual pieces or playing as an ensemble. In
addition to these concerts, learners perform songs and instrumental pieces at events such as
our annual “International Day”.

Moreover, students from both upper and lower school take an active role in ongoing projects
with professional musicians such as the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, which
culminate in school performances to which parents are invited. Such projects with external
partners aim to be as inclusive as possible, with performances that involve learners with
Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties, and which encompass multi-sensory experiences
alongside the music. Another organisation we are continuing to work with this year is the
Musicians’ Company, whose professionally trained young musicians will be offering
interactive music-making sessions with a group of lower school learners over Autumn term.

Learners will also experience live music being played by these young musicians.
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Other musical experiences scheduled for this academic year include events organised by
Camden Music Service. For example, lower school choir and band members will be
preparing to take part in the Primary Choirs Festival and Primary Bands Night. Students from
upper school will be rehearsing for their performance of Romeo and Juliet at the Shaw
Theatre for the Shakespeare Schools Festival, which will involve musical performance
alongside the stage play (see Part A above). Moreover, the organisation “Primary
Drumming” will be offering djembe workshops to a number of classes, which will culminate in
a performance to celebrate Black History Month (see Part A above).

In the future

In subsequent years, we aim to develop links with a range of music education organisations
and charities, in order to share best practice and secure further opportunities for our students
in co-curricular activities and musical experiences. For example, we will be looking at
opportunities for workshops offered by the English Folk Dance and Song Society, as well as
learning ways of developing our use of music technology as an enabling tool by consulting
with Drake Music, a music charity specialising in music, disability and technology. By joining
the Roundhouse Teachers’ Network, we will access further CPD opportunities as well as
valuable resources for our students, including access to workshops and performances.

Having been a part of the now disbanded Soundabout Music8 Network, we will look at
programmes still offered by this SEND music charity.

In terms of our co-curricular offer, we will be looking at ways to encourage more consistent
practice among our students who are learning an instrument. This will involve lunchtime drop-
in sessions, as well as finding ways to support instrumental practice at home. In regards to
group music-making, we will introduce singing assemblies and also introduce an inclusive,
mixed ability instrumental group. We will also consider how we can broaden the range of
musical performances that students experience, to include more frequent offsite trips to
concerts. In particular, we will look at how to make such experiences as inclusive as possible,
for example, by attending “relaxed performances” of classical and other concerts. Finally,
we will consider increasing the frequency of school concerts so that we have one per term.



