Tanworth-in-Arden C of E Primary School & Nursery

n God's family, learning, loving, growing to be our very best

26th June 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

Over the past couple of weeks, school has been incredibly busy, with so many wonderful opportunities for our children to learn,
grow and shine.

On Monday 15th June, | had the pleasure of accompanying a group of Key Stage 2 children, with representatives from each class,
to an athletics competition at one of our MAT schools, St Nicholas in Alcester. The children were fantastic ambassadors for Tan-
worth, demonstrating our Christian values throughout the morning through their encouragement, determination and excellent
sportsmanship. | am delighted to share that our Year 3/4 team achieved an impressive 4th place, whilst our Year 5/6 team were
just pipped to the top spot, finishing in an excellent 2nd place. It was a real pleasure to spend the morning with the children and |
was incredibly proud of how they represented our school. Well done to everyone who took part.

Unfortunately, the tennis competition we had planned at Henley had to be cancelled due to the poor weather and, sadly, it was
not possible to rearrange it before the end of term. We are hopeful that a new date will be arranged in the autumn. In the mean-
time, | am pleased to share that all children in Years 2 to 5 will be visiting Tanworth Tennis Club on 8th July for a tennis enrichment
session, providing another fantastic sporting opportunity. Look out for details.

On Tuesday 16th June, we welcomed Adam Walsh, CEO of our Multi-Academy Trust, alongside Tim Nelson, Educational Consult-
ant, for a Teaching and Learning Review. During the visit they met with leaders, visited classrooms, spoke with children and staff,
and looked carefully at pupils' work in books.

We were absolutely delighted with the outcome of the review. The external reviewers found our pupils to be happy, confident
learners who feel safe, valued and exceptionally well supported. They recognised the strong relationships that exist across our
school community, praised the expertise of our staff in meeting individual needs, and celebrated the rich range of opportunities
available to our children, including Forest School and our Platinum OPAL play provision, which enable our pupils to flourish both
academically and personally.

As with any review, there are always areas identified to help us become even better. Our next step is to further strengthen con-
sistency in handwriting and presentation across all year groups. Whilst Adam and Tim noted that the majority of pupils already
produce work of a good standard, we will continue to ensure that the highest expectations are consistently applied for every child
from Reception through to Year 6.

On Thursday, Year 2 enjoyed their visit to Dudley Zoo and Castle. It was a wonderful opportunity to bring their learning to life and |
know they had a fantastic day. Please do take a look at their report on page 3 of this newsletter.

Then last Friday, we were able to enjoy our long-awaited Sports Day and Rainbow Run. | hope everyone who attended enjoyed the
day and experienced the wonderful sense of community that makes our school so special.

| know from some of the feedback | have received that, unfortunately, a few parents missed their child's race because we were
running ahead of schedule. | would like to sincerely apologise for any disappointment this caused. The races progressed much
more quickly than anticipated and, with the exceptionally warm weather, we simply could not ask children to remain sitting in the
sun waiting for the approximate times originally shared. The safety and wellbeing of our children must always come first and,
whilst | completely understand the disappointment, | hope you appreciate why this decision had to be made.

Thankfully, the Rainbow Run rounded off the day in such a positive and joyful way. My sincere thanks go to our PTA for organising
such a fantastic event. Sponsorship money is still being collected, so we look forward to announcing the total raised very soon. The
funds will be shared between school and the charity chosen by the Spencer family in memory of Anjlee.
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On Thursday, Year 1 were blessed to have Wendy in school, especially as she has so recently been 1
ordained as a priest. She shared a lovely parable with Year 1 about the Good Shepherd, which the chil- B
dren listened to with great interest and engagement. We are very fortunate to benefit from such posi-
tive community links with St Mary Magdelene Church, and the children thoroughly enjoyed this spe-
cial visit.

Despite the heat, Year 6 were still able to hold their annual Big Sell today, with just a little rearranging
to keep everyone safe. | have been incredibly impressed by the creativity and entrepreneurial spirit
shown by the children this year. Their business ideas have been outstanding and they have clearly worked incredibly hard to plan,
prepare and market their products.

A huge thank you to all of the parents for supporting the event and to the children across the school who brought in money to
purchase the wonderful range of goods on offer. Year 6 will now total their profits before deciding exactly how much will be do-
nated to each of their chosen charities. | look forward to sharing the final total with you in a future newsletter.

Looking ahead to next week, our Year 6 children will be heading off on their much-anticipated residential visit. Residentials are
always a real highlight of primary school and provide children with the opportunity to develop independence, resilience and team-
work, whilst creating memories that will stay with them for years to come. | am looking forward to accompanying the children and
sharing this special experience with them.

Whilst | am away, | know that the school will be in very safe hands with our Deputy Headteacher, Miss Evens, who will be leading
the school. | will, however, be returning to school on Wednesday evening to welcome our new Reception parents at our New to
Reception meeting. It is always exciting to meet the families who will soon be joining our school community, and we look forward
to welcoming our newest children into God's family, learning, loving and growing to be their very best.

Shine Day Celebration - Friday 3rd July

It is our annual Shine Day celebration on Friday 3rd July. On this day, individual children and class groups perform
for one another, celebrating the many talents of Tanworth! We always enjoy a brilliant, eclectic mix of perfor-
mances, including dancing, joke-telling, sporting skills, comedy sketches, poetry and much more.

There is no need for children to prepare or rehearse anything at home, as all performances are organised in school. We simply ask
that they come ready to enjoy the day.

For this special day, we ask children to come to school wearing something bright and/or sparkly so that everyone has the chance
to shine and be celebrated for their uniqueness. This could be a bright T-shirt, a sparkly top, a rainbow dress or any other colourful
clothing.

Each class will select one performer through a class vote, celebrating the acts that have inspired their peers, alongside one special
Teacher's Choice performer. It is always a wonderful morning, full of encouragement, applause and celebration, where children
have the opportunity to build confidence, showcase their talents and truly live out our vision of "In God's family, learning, loving
and growing to be our very best."

Shine Day is always one of the highlights of the school year, reminding us that every child has unique gifts to share. We cannot
wait to celebrate the talents, creativity and individuality of our children as they take centre stage and enjoy their moment to shine.

Finally, I would also like to thank every member of our school community for your understanding, flexibility and support during
this week's exceptionally hot weather. It has certainly been challenging for everyone, but, as always, by working together and sup-
porting one another, we have successfully adapted.

Wishing you a lovely, cooler weekend,

Mrs Shelley Bamford

Headteacher
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 Dudley Zoo and Castle

Year 1 had a truly fantastic time on their trip to Dudley Zoo and Castle this
week! The children were incredibly lucky and managed to s=e zslmost all of
the animals, with the tigers and lemurs proving to be firm favourites among
the group. There was graat excitement throughout the day as they explo
the zoo and spotted so many different creatures.
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Learning, Loving, Growing

Tanworth-in-Arden
C of E Primary School
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CELEBRATION WORSHIP

Tuesday 23rd June

Year 1:

Thomas: Today we are celebrating Thomas for his fantastic behaviour and wonderful manners. Thomas is always polite and re-
spectful, remembering to say ‘please’ and ‘thank you’ to both adults and his peers. Thomas has also been enhancing his ability to
listen carefully to others. He is a brilliant role model for our class and shows kindness to everyone around him. For example, last
week Thomas noticed a friend who had had an accident and came to get my help to help them. He remained by their side whilst |
sorted the grazed knee and kindly asked if they were okay, helping them to feel better. We are so proud of the thoughtful and caring
way Thomas behaves every day. Well done, Thomas!

Arlo: Arlo has our certificate for his excellent achievement and fantastic attitude to learning. Although Arlo joined us later in the
year, he has settled into life at Tanworth like a duck to water and has quickly become a valued member of our class. He approaches
every lesson with enthusiasm, works incredibly hard, and always tries his very best. Arlo is like a sponge for learning; he asks
thoughtful questions that sometimes even make me have to do some investigating. He takes on new ideas quickly and enjoys chal-
lenging himself to do even better. We are particularly proud of how confidently he has adapted to new routines and how keen he is
to join in and contribute. Arlo’s determination and positive attitude have helped him achieve so much in such a short time. Well
done, Arlo!

Year 2:

Emmy: The certificate for effort and achievement goes to Emmy this week because she takes great pride in always producing her

best work in every lesson. She has particularly impressed me with her effort when writing a persuasive letter in our recent English
lessons. She is always so full of enthusiasm to learn and join in class discussions and makes insightful contributions. In such a short
space of time, it has been wonderful to see her thirst for learning spread around the Year 2 classroom. Keep it up, Emmy and well

done!

Archie: Archie is a super role model and is receiving the certificate for positive behaviour and excellent manners. Everyday he always
remembers to say “please” and “thank you” and is polite to all adults in school. Archie is calm and cares for those around him. He
always shows respect to his friends and looks out for them around school. He has a positive attitude to his learning and always re-
members our 3 school rules of ‘Ready, Respectful and Safe.” His presence makes him a pleasure to have in Year 2. Well done, Archie!

Year 3:

Freddie: Freddie has been chosen for behaviour and manners for his consistently good learning behaviours. He approaches his work
positively, especially in Maths, where he shows a clear interest and willingness to take part. Freddie engages sensibly with tasks,
listens carefully, and contributes ideas during class discussions. He is developing confidence with mental calculations and often
shows quick thinking when working through problems. Importantly, Freddie puts in steady effort and tries to improve, which is re-
flected in his work. Well done, Freddie, and keep it going.

Heidi: Heidi has been chosen for effort and achievement for her sustained effort and the quality of her work across lessons. She con-
sistently applies herself well, taking a careful and organised approach to everything she does. Her presentation is neat and clear,
showing pride in her work. In her recent writing task, an internal monologue of the swallow, Heidi demonstrated a good understand-
ing of the task, using considered descriptions and appropriate language to express ideas effectively. She takes on feedback and
works to improve, which is reflected in her outcomes. Well done, Heidi.
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Year 4:

Teddy: Teddy has been chosen this week for the Effort and Achievement Award for his excellent efforts in English and reading. He
approaches his work with enthusiasm and is always willing to give his best in every lesson. Teddy has a fantastic vocabulary and en-
joys using interesting and ambitious words to enhance his work. He also shares unique and imaginative ideas, which make his writing
engaging and creative. His hard work and positive attitude are helping him to make great progress, and it has been wonderful to see
his confidence grow. Well done, Teddy!

Devon: Devon has been chosen this week for the Behaviour and Manners Award for being such a calm, helpful, and supportive
member of our class. He consistently demonstrates excellent learning behaviours and approaches each day with a positive and re-
spectful attitude. Devon is always willing to help his peers and offers quiet support and encouragement when it is needed. His calm
nature helps to create a positive learning environment, and he sets a wonderful example to others through his thoughtful actions.
Devon is a pleasure to teach and a valued member of the class. Well done, Devon!

Year 5:

Matilda: Matilda is truly deserving of this award and has been an outstanding role model throughout the entire year. She consistent-
ly demonstrates excellent behaviour and impeccable manners in everything she does. Her smiley hello in the morning and asking
how | am is always a lovely start to my day. Matilda always listens carefully, follows instructions first time, and approaches every task
with focus, determination, and a positive attitude. She gives her very best effort in all areas of school life and sets a wonderful exam-
ple for others to follow. Alongside this, she is kind, thoughtful, and considerate, always willing to help classmates and adults whenev-
er needed. Matilda treats everyone with respect and makes our classroom a happier place to be. She is a pupil who could genuinely
receive this award every single week, and we are incredibly proud of the example she sets for others. Well done, Matilda!

Isabelle: This certificate is awarded to Isabelle for her outstanding effort and achievement. Isabelle consistently works hard in every-
thing she does and is always willing to challenge herself, particularly in mathematics. She has excellent subject knowledge and con-
tinually strives to build upon it, showing determination and a genuine love of learning. Isabelle regularly contributes thoughtful ideas
during class discussions and is always happy to share her understanding by supporting classmates who may be finding something
difficult. The effort, enthusiasm and positive attitude she brings to every subject mean she could easily receive this award time and
time again. Isabelle is a wonderful role model for others and an absolute pleasure to teach. Keep working hard and believing in your-
self, Isabelle. With your dedication and determination, there is no limit to what you can achieve.

Year 6:

Hugo: Hugo has been chosen for his effort in writing. Although writing hasn’t always been his favourite subject, over the last term,
he has shown great determination and maturity in the way he has approached writing assessments. He has really focused on im-
proving, thinking carefully about the choices he makes as a writer. Across all of his writing, Hugo has made a conscious effort to se-
lect vocabulary carefully and improve the accuracy of his grammar and punctuation, taking greater care and pride in his work. It has
been wonderful to see his hard work pay off, with the progress he has made reflecting the effort he has put in. Well done, Hugo!

Sid: Sid is a consistently polite and respectful member of our class. He has a strong moral compass and always strives to do the right
thing, not only through his own actions but also by encouraging those around him to make good choices too. Alongside this, Sid
demonstrates excellent learning behaviours. In the run-up to SATs, he approached his revision with maturity and determination,
showing a real commitment to doing his best. He was never afraid to ask questions when he was unsure, showing that seeking help
is an important part of learning. Sid’s combination of kindness, responsibility and hard work makes him a wonderful Year 6 role mod-
el. Well done, Sid!
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I DATES FOR DIARIES I

SUMMER 2 AUTUMN 1
Monday 29th June - Friday 3rd July Year 6 Residential Tuesday 1st September Teacher Training Day
Tuesday 30th June Y5 visit to Henley High Wednesday 2nd September Teacher Training Day
Tuesday 30th June Year 2 Florence Nightingale workshop Thursday 3rd September School & Nursery open
Wednesday 1st July New Reception parents meeting 6pm Tuesday 20th October Parents Meetings
Thursday 2nd July Year 1 Knights and Princess Day Thursday 22nd October Parents Meetings
Friday 3rd July Shine Day Reception to Year 5 Thursday 22nd October Children break up for half-term
Saturday 4th July Church Fete Friday 23rd October School & Nursery closed Teacher Training
Monday 6th July OPAL celebration 2pm Monday 2nd November School & Nursery open
Tuesday 7th July Values worship in Church 9.10am Friday 18th December School & Nursery close for Christmas
Wednesday 8th July Move up day/Secondary induction Monday 4th January Teacher Training Day
Wednesday 8th July Tennis at Tanworth Tennis club Y2-Y5 Tuesday 5th January School & Nursery open

Wednesday 8th July Meet the new teacher drop in after school 3.15-5pm
Thursday 9th July Year 6 Leavers Service Birmingham (children only)
Thursday 9th July School discos and Year 6 Leavers Disco

Friday 10th July Music Concert 2.15pm

Friday 10th July End of year reports to parents

Friday 10th July PTA Treat Friday (TBC)

Monday 13th July Year 6 production pm

Tuesday 14th July Year 6 production evening

Friday 17th July Year 6 Leavers Service am

Friday 17th July Children break up for Summer Holidays

Monday 20th July Teacher Training Day
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School and Nursery will also be closed on: Wednesday 2nd September 2026, Friday 23rd October 2026 and Monday 7th June 2027 for Teacher Training
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Teacher training days will also be on: Friday 22nd October 2027 and Monday 5th June 2028. There is one other day still to be set.
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