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INTENT 
 

By the end of Key Stage 2 we aim for a child to be able to:  

• Write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to 
self-monitor and correct spellings.  

• To understand the history of the English language and why it is so complex.  

• Have an interest in words and their meanings, through etymology and morphology, developing a 
growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms.  

• Apply their knowledge of the national curriculum content and spell the curriculum words correctly 
when writing across the curriculum.  

• Have a sound understanding of the Advanced Phonic Code and use it to spell unfamiliar words. At 
first glance the advanced code may seem complex for children but once they understand the structure 
and the fact that the advanced code is simply other ways of writing the sounds we speak, they can be 
empowered by the logic of this system.  

• Examine sounds and codes in a logical manner. 

.  
 

IMPLEMENTATION - We will:  
 

• Provide quality teaching of spelling patterns, rules and strategies to enable children to spell familiar 
words correctly and employ a range of strategies to spell difficult and unfamiliar words.  

• Capitalise on spelling opportunities in reading and writing to ensure a meaningful approach and 
secure understanding of word definitions.  

• Give opportunities for children to use a range of appropriate strategies to edit, proofread and correct 
spellings in their own work, on paper and on screen. 

• Be fully inclusive of the individual, providing tailored support to ensure progress.  

• Continue to build on phonological awareness and the Phonic Bug objectives followed in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1.  

 

PROGRESSION 

Early Years Foundation Stage:  

• Phase 1 - Sound discrimination, rhyme, alliteration and oral blending through play and the 

  environment in the Nursery setting. 

• Phase 2 - 4 Units 1 – 14 of Pearson Phonic Bug ActiveLearn (see Appendix 1) taught in daily   

  phonic sessions.  

• High Frequency/Tricky words learnt.  

• Spellings focused on through weekly reading and writing opportunities and provision within the  

  environment.  

• Phonic Tracker assessment tool used to track and record progress. 

 

 



  

Years 1 and 2:  
 
• Revise and consolidate spellings taught in previous years.  

• Continue through Pearson Phonic Bug programme to Phase 6 Units 13 - 30 during daily phonic  

  sessions. 

• Use National Curriculum Spelling work for Year 1 and 2. Year 2 using whole school SCODE scheme  

   (See Appendix 2) 

• Year 1 and 2 Common Exception Words. 

• Learn a range of subject specific vocabulary and their definitions.  

• Phonics intervention for those children who are not on track to pass the Phonic Screening  

  Check in Year 1 after first assessment point.  

• Year 2 children who have not passed the Phonics Screening Check at the end of Year 1 receive  

   intervention to focus on phonemes that need consolidation.  

• Continuous, vigorous assessment, monitoring and tracking using Phonic Tracker software  
   ensures children retain and build on their knowledge and understanding of phonemes and  
   graphemes.  
 

Years 3 and 4:  
 
• Consolidate spellings taught in previous years, using Pearson Phonic Bug programme where  

   necessary to teach the appropriate phase of phonics. Where appropriate, intervention will be  

   used to support children below the expected standard.  Including those children who have not  

   passed the Phonics Screening Test by the end of Year 2.   

• Selected children and groups to continue to have access to Phonic Bug at home. 

• Use National Curriculum Spelling work for Year 3 and 4 through the whole school (Y2-6) SCODE  

   scheme  

• Learn words from the Year 3 and 4 word list (Common Exception Words).  

• Learn a range of subject specific vocabulary and their definitions.  
 

Years 5 and 6:  
 

• Consolidate spellings taught in previous years.  

• Use National Curriculum Spelling work for Year 5 and 6 through the whole school SCODE scheme  

• Learn a greater range of subject specific vocabulary and their definitions.  
• Develop technical and exciting vocabulary to be used in the appropriate contexts.  

• Learn spellings from the Year 5 and 6 word list (Common Exception Words).  
 

 
INCLUSION  
 
Where individuals are early EAL, SEN or unable to access the expected age-related level for spelling, 
provision will be made by the class teacher to enable pupils to access the appropriate phase of Phonics 
or spelling level.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

IMPACT - EXPECTATIONS  
 

The whole school spelling scheme SCODE will be followed by all year groups (Y2 – 6) and teachers are 
responsible for ensuring full coverage and progression.  In Year 1 and Year 2 weekly spellings are sent 
home which follow the phonic focus or spelling in pattern from the previous week. They will be tested 
on this spelling pattern or rule each week and a record will be kept of their understanding to monitor 
progress and inform teachers.  When low scores are frequent and there is no sign of improvement 
teachers should review the words being given and adjust the phase or level that the child is working on 
by tracking back through previous rules or sounds. In Key Stage 2, Years 3 – 6 children have a set of 
focus words each week but they are not sent home as spellings. In fortnightly dictations children are 
assessed on their retention of spelling rules and patterns. The NFER assessments for spelling are also 
used termly to provide summative assessments in Y3 - Y6. 
 
 

THE BIGGER PICTURE  
 

Whilst this document outlines the expectations for spelling it is the quality teaching of spelling patterns 
and investigational work that goes on continually within the classroom that is key to spelling success. 
Learning spellings by rote is rarely effective and often results in great spelling test results but poor 
application in writing. The best spelling sessions are investigative. If children have explored the 
patterns, ‘tricky bits’ and history of words, they are far more likely to make informed decisions about 
how to spell a word when writing it independently.  The SCODE spelling scheme allows investigation of 
word roots and etymology as part of the structured termly overview. KS1 use spelling tests as tool to 
help familiarise children with patterns and graphemes and not as a spelling test unless they are 
learning how to spell tricky words.  

 
MARKING  
 

Children are encouraged to spot their own spelling errors in their written work and make the 
appropriate corrections in dedicated writing editing lessons.  They can correct their spellings 
independently or with a learning partner using dictionaries or word banks. As good practice, teachers 
should use a child’s common spelling errors from their independent writing to inform the words that 
are given as revision or a quick starter to spelling lessons. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

APPENDIX 1 - Progression of Phonics at Tanworth using Phonic Bug 
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Nursery 

Aspect  Strands (run across all aspects). 

1 General sound discrimination – environmental sounds 
 

General sound discrimination – instrumental sounds 
 

General sound discrimination – body percussion 
 

Rhythm and Rhyme 
 

Alliteration 
 

Voice sounds 
 

Oral blending and segmenting 

Turning into sounds (auditory 
discrimination). 
 
Listening and remembering sounds 
(auditory memory and sequencing). 
 
Talking about sounds (developing 
vocabulary and language 
comprehension). 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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Reception 

Unit Sounds covered Tricky Words 

1 s, a, t, p  

2 i, n, m ,d  

3 g, o, c, k to 

4 ck, e, u, r the, no, go 

5 h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss I, into, her 
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6 j,v,w,x me, be 

7 y, z, zz, qu he, my, by, she 

8 ch, sh, th, ng they 

9 ai, ee, igh, oa, oo (long) oo (short) we, are 

10 ar, or, ur, ow, oi you 

11 ear, air, ure, er all, was, give, live 
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 12 Adjacent consonants 

(cvcc, ccvc, ccvcc, cccvc & cccvcc) 
said, have, like, so, do, some, come, 
were, there, little, one, when, out, what 
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Year 1 & Year 2 

Unit Sounds covered Tricky Words/High Frequency 

13 wh, ph oh, their, people 

14 ay, a-e, eigh/ey/ei (long a) Mr, Mrs, Ms 

15 ea, e-e, ie/ey/y (long e) looked, called, asked 

16 ie, i-e, y, I, (long i) water, where 

17 ow, o-e, o/oe (long o) who, again 

18 ew, ue, u-e (long o) u/oul (short oo) thought, through 

19 aw, au, al work, laughed, because 

20 ir, er, ear Thursday, Saturday, thirteen, thirty 

21 ou, oy different, any, many 

22 ere/eer,are/ear eyes, friends 

23 c, k, ck, ch two, once 

24 c(ie)/c(i)/c(y)/, sc/st(l) se great, clothes 

25 g(e)/g(i)/g(y), dge it’s I’m I’ll, I’ve 

26 Le, mb, kn/gn, wr don’t, can’t, didn’t 

27 tch, sh, ea, zh, (w)a, o first, second, third 

Year 2 
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 28 suffix morphemes ing, ed clearing, gleaming, rained, mailed 

29 plural morphemes s, es men, mice, feet, teeth, sheep 

30 prefix morphemes re, un prefix+root+suffix vowel, consonant, prefix, suffix, syllable 

   

** Year 1 and 2 also have additional spelling patterns/rules as part of the National Curriculum Programmes of 

Study. 



APPENDIX 2 – SCODE Spelling Progression 

 



  

 



  

 

 



  
 



  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


