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 Tanworth-in-Arden C of E Primary School & Nursery 

                 In God’s family, learning, loving, growing to be our very best 

5th December 2025 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you to the Tanworth PTA who created such a memorable event last Friday, the Christmas Fayre. It was lovely to see so 
many adults and children enjoying Tinsel Town. A lot of hard work goes into organising these events, very often months in 
advance, so it is always great when so many people attend. A special thank you to Georgina, Sarah and Gemma who always 
go above and beyond to ensure that every event is enjoyable for the children.  

Then on Thursday, 14 of us took part in the wreath making workshop. This was a great new addition to the PTA calendar, I 
even brought my Mum along!  

This week we have seen the start of the Christmas productions in school. Reception did two marvellous performances of 
‘Wriggly Nativity’ to their family members. It was lovely to see the children performing on the stage with huge smiles and 
singing beautifully. Thank you to Miss Evens for bringing it all together and to Mrs Jones, Miss Davis and Miss Buckingham 
for their support also. 

Although Christmas is now well and truly in full swing, it is business as usual behind the scenes. On Monday this week I had a 
visit from Paula Taylor who is our Targeted Support Officer (TSO) from Warwickshire Attendance Service. Their role is to 
work alongside schools to help improve attendance and ensure every child is accessing education regularly. During the visit, 
we reviewed our attendance procedures, looked at attendance patterns across the school, and discussed ways to support 
families where attendance is a concern. The focus was on early help, positive support, and working together to remove any 
barriers that may affect a child’s ability to attend school regularly. Good attendance is essential for every child’s learning and 
wellbeing. If you ever need help or advice about attendance, please contact us, we are all here to support you. 

Then on Wednesday we welcomed our Health & Safety consultant who carried out a full audit of our site along with our pro-
cedures and practices. These audits are a normal part of keeping our school safe and ensuring we meet all statutory require-
ments. During the visit, the consultant inspected the school building and grounds and reviewed key policies, risk assess-
ments and emergency procedures. The purpose of the audit is to ensure that our school continues to provide a safe, secure 
environment for all children, staff, and visitors. We are pleased that the visit was positive, and any recommendations made 
will be acted on promptly. 

Linked to Health and Safety, we are delighted to share that our recent CIF (Condition Improvement Fund) bid has been suc-
cessful, enabling us to significantly enhance the security of our school site. Over the coming months, we will hopefully be 
installing new perimeter fencing and upgraded access-controlled gates. 

These improvements are an important part of our ongoing commitment to safeguarding. Strengthening the boundaries of 
our site helps ensure that all children, staff, and visitors remain safe throughout the school day and also to secure the site 
outside of school hours and during the holidays. We will keep parents updated as the work progresses. 

Finally, over the next couple of weeks each class will be having their ‘Protective Behaviours’ learning. This is where children 
discuss feeling safe, discuss their early warning signs and also discuss what to do if they do not feel safe. One of the things all 
children will be discussing is their ‘hand of trust’, this is identifying 5 people that they can trust and would speak to if they do 
not feel safe. Each finger represents a person that they trust and they know they could speak to. Ask your child who is on 
their hand of trust. 

Wishing you a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Bamford 

Headteacher 
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INFORMATION FOR NEXT TWO WEEKS 

 

 
Monday 8th  

Tuesday 9th KS1 Christmas Production 1.30pm 

Wednesday 

10th 

KS1 Christmas Production 9.30am 

Nursery Christmas Craft in the Hall  pm 

Thursday 11th Y5 Visit to Cadbury World all day 

Friday 12th Christmas Jumper Day, children may wear their Christmas Jumper to school with their school uniform. 

Donations can be made via Parent Pay for Save the Children 

PTA Christmas Shop children may visit the Christmas Shop to buy a present for a family member. All gifts 

are £2.50.  Any gifts left over will be available on Monday 15th, for children to buy additional presents. A 

message will be sent out on Friday if there is to be a second chance. 

 

Monday 15th Warwickshire Parent Carer Voice SEND coffee meeting for parents 9.00am—10.00am 

Tuesday 16th Surprise Christmas treat for children  

Wednesday 

17th 

Christmas Lunch and Christmas Party Day 

Children may come to school dressed in party clothes, please note no make-up or hair dye, no heeled 

shoes/boots, flip fops or slip on shoes and no crop tops.  

Children may bring a ‘treat’ for morning break i.e. cake (no chocolate bars or sweets) 

Christmas Lunch will be served at lunch time, please note there will be no other hot lunch choices. If chil-

dren have not ordered a Christmas Lunch then they will need a packed lunch from home. 

KS2 Christmas Carol concert in Church. KS2 children need to be in Church for 5.45pm they need to wear 

school uniform with a Christmas jumper and festive headwear I.e. Christmas Hat, sparkly headband, 

Christmas themes head boppers and will need a battery operated candle/tea-light. 

Thursday 18th School visit to Pantomime. Children to wear school uniform and bring a water bottle. Anticipated return 

to school is 3.45pm. 

Friday 19th Year 3 Christmas Service in Church, all welcome 2.00pm 

3.15pm Break up for Christmas  
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SEND COFFEE & CHAT 

 

 

 

 

Please join us to help shape the future of SEND in our 

school on Monday 15th December from 9-10am. This is 

open to all parents of children who are receiving support 

in our school and is run by Warwickshire Parent Carer 

Voice. It's a chance to ask questions, meet other parents 

and discuss how we can make things better for our chil-

dren. Please do come if you are able. There will be 

drinks, biscuits and even some free giveaways!  

 

 

ADVENTURE TO BISHOPS WOOD 

On Tuesday, Year 4 went on an exciting trip to Bishops Wood to learn all about life in Anglo-Saxon and Viking times. We began our day 

on a Viking longship and then inside a realistic Viking longhouse, which helped us imagine what living in one would truly be like. After 

that, the children had the opportunity to create their own pottery and brooches, as well as try their hand at spinning wool. 

Following lunch, Year 4 built amazing shelters using long pieces of wood and leaves they gathered from the forest. We then watched a 

demonstration of how Vikings would have lit a fire to keep warm in their shelters. The group instructor told us how amazed she was by 

the class’s brilliant knowledge of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings! 

Well done, Year 4! And a huge thank you to all the adults who joined us and helped on the day. 

Miss Alice Hodges 

Year 4 Class Teacher 

PARKING AROUND SCHOOL 

Please can I ask that when parking in the streets around school that you are considerate to our neighbours? Please do not block drives 

or park on pavements. Could I also remind parents that the top car park is for staff only. Parents should use the car park off Butts Lane 

at all times including drop off and pick up for Breakfast Club and After School Club. This is for everyone’s safety. 
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CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 

On Tuesday 25th November we had our last Celebration Assembly of 2025. During this assembly children were recognised either for 

their outstanding behaviour and manners or for their excellent effort and attainment. 

Reception: 

All: Well done to all the children in Reception who performed their nativity play Wriggly Nativity on Wednesday and Thursday this 

week. They all sang beautifully and looked amazing in their costumes. Performing to a room full of adults and stepping out on stage 

can be very daunting, but they all tried their best and put on a wonderfully entertaining show. Well done Reception, we are very proud 

of you all!  

 

Year 1: 

Edith: Edith joined us in September and was immediately a ray of sunshine in year 1. She now comes into school with a big smile and is 

ready to learn from the moment she walks in. She is an amazing role model for our school value of 'ready' and is one of the first on the 

carpet with the correct equipment every day. In year 1, we can always rely on Edith to make good choices. Edith tries hard and gives 

every activity 110 per cent. She is growing more confident in sharing her ideas and explaining her point of view. Edith, you are a super-

star, well done. We are ever so proud of you. 

Theo: Theo has been chosen for his super effort and attention in Phonics and reading. Theo has been taking an active role in every 

session, making sure he tries his best to say all the sounds correctly. It has been an absolute pleasure to see how Theo's reading has 

come on in year 1. Theo regularly sounds out the words and is starting to blend, with more and more accuracy. Theo’s increased confi-

dence in lessons has been amazing to see, and we are so proud of you, Theo. Well done. We are so proud of you Theo.  

 

Year 2: 

Teddy: I have chosen Teddy for our behaviour and manners certificate because he begins each day with a beaming smile and always 

greets others with genuine kindness, often asking how they are with sincere care. He shows thoughtful acts of friendship, such as help-

ing others pack away their things and demonstrates a strong, positive approach to learning each and every day. He often comes up to 

me asking how I am and he always makes my day that little bit brighter. Thank you for being you, Teddy! 

Flora: For showing exceptional perseverance and determination in her learning, especially in Maths. Flora has demonstrated remarka-

ble resilience during Maths, particularly when working on fact families. Although she found them challenging at first, her confidence 

grew and grew thanks to her positive attitude and willingness to keep trying, she is now is a wizz when it comes to them! This dedica-

tion shines through in all subjects. Flora genuinely strives to do her very best and is always ready to put in the effort it takes to suc-

ceed. Keep it up, Flora! 

 

Year3: 

Ava: Ava has been chosen for her outstanding effort and achievement this week. Her resilience and perseverance with column addi-

tion, especially when exchanging, have been remarkable. She has progressed from finding the method challenging to becoming fluent 

and confident. Her book clearly shows the journey from practical to pictorial to abstract methods, and with some targeted support she 

has truly excelled. Well done, Ava! 

Harry: Harry D has been chosen for his excellent behaviour and manners. He consistently shows what it means to be Ready, Respectful 

and Safe, always doing the right thing. It has also been a pleasure to see glimpses of a more outgoing Harry during our orienteering 

lessons in PE, where he encourages his group, keeps everyone on task and shines as a supportive team player. Well done, Harry! 
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CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY CONT... 

Year 4: 

Jessica: Jessica has been chosen this week for the effort and achievement award for the fantastic progress she is making in her writing. 

In her recent poem, she skilfully used rhyme, present tense, onomatopoeia, repetition and brilliant storytelling to bring her ideas to 

life. In her formal letter, she showed a great understanding of tone and included persuasive devices, fronted adverbials and effective 

conjunctions. Jessica is becoming a very self-assured and confident writer, and her hard work is really shining through. Well done, Jes-

sica! 

Will: Will has been chosen this week for the behaviour and manners award for his beautiful manners and calming presence in our 

classroom. He really is a role model for all of our school rules but especially ‘respect’ and I know everyone who has taught him would 

agree! He always asks politely when he needs help, supports others without being asked and shows real empathy towards his class-

mates. Will makes sure everyone feels included and valued, and his gentle, thoughtful nature makes him a pleasure to teach. Thank 

you Will! 

 

Year 5: 

Jack: Jack is a really helpful and thoughtful member of our class. He is always the first to notice when something needs doing, whether 

it’s moving the iPads to the right place or reminding me of an important job. His calm, considerate approach to others, especially dur-

ing moments of conflict, shows real maturity, as he always seeks to understand before he speaks. Jack is a delight to have in the class-

room. Not only does he demonstrate impeccable manners every day, but he also shows outstanding learning behaviours. He listens 

carefully, follows instructions beautifully and has been working incredibly hard to improve his presentation and handwriting. Well 

done, Jack! 

 

Hazel: Hazel could not work any harder! She puts in 110% effort into every single lesson, always striving to better herself. She consist-

ently asks thoughtful questions, seeks advice, and gains reassurance when needed. She has a truly conscientious attitude toward her 

learning. This dedication has led to remarkable progress across all areas, particularly in her writing and spelling, where her improve-

ment has been outstanding. Hazel’s strong work ethic shines through in everything she does; she always endeavours to complete tasks 

to the very best of her ability. Focused, driven, and determined, I do not doubt that Hazel will achieve great things! Well done! 

 

Year 6: 

Taiya: Taiya is a thoughtful and reflective learner who takes great pride in everything she does. She has a real sense of ownership over 

her work, which can be seen in the care she puts into her presentation and the precise and ambitious vocabulary she chooses. Taiya is 

always looking to improve - actively seeking advice and feedback so she can take her learning even further. She is someone who goes 

the extra mile, taking time to add to her work in the morning or quietly returning to a task to make sure it’s finished to the highest 

standard, without ever being asked. Her dedication and determination shine through in all she does. Well done, Taiya!  

  

Caleb: Caleb consistently shows fantastic learning behaviours in class - he listens carefully, contributes thoughtfully to discussions and 

always brings enthusiasm to his learning. He takes feedback on board, makes clever links and connections between concepts and puts 

effort into every piece of work he does. Alongside this, Caleb shows great kindness to his peers, whether he’s offering help when 

someone is stuck or encouraging others during swimming lessons. He does all of this with his trademark cheeky grin, bringing a posi-

tive and uplifting presence to our classroom every single day. Well done, Caleb! 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME  

UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

The Supreme Court has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time (Platt v Isle 

of Wright 2017). The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children 

must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent 

from school without authorisation for any length of time are likely to be considered as committing an offence 

under s444 of the Education Act 1996. 

The law states a leave of absence may only be granted by a school if an application is made in advance and if it 

considers there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application.  

Schools must judge each application individually considering the specific facts and circumstances and relevant 

background context behind each request.  

A leave of absence is granted entirely at the school’s discretion. Generally, a need or desire for a holiday or other 

absence for the purpose of leisure and recreation would not constitute an exceptional circumstance.  

Where a leave of absence is granted, the school will determine the number of days a pupil can be absent from 

school. 

When making an application for Leave of Absence parents are advised to give sufficient information and time to 

allow the Head teacher the opportunity to consider all the exceptional circumstances and to notify parents of 

their decision.  The school may also request further information on the application and supporting documenta-

tion where appropriate. 

It is advised that if the resident parent has not received notification or a response regarding the leave of absence 

application, it is the parents’ responsibility to ascertain if the leave is authorised prior to the start of the leave. 

The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent ie the parent 

with whom the child normally resides. 

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child is expected to be in school 

on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an unau-

thorised absence.  Where a leave of absence is requested, but additional days taken either prior to or after the 

request may be considered as part of the leave of absence. 

Leave of Absences which are not made in advance cannot be authorised in line with legislation.  This will result in 

the absence being recorded as ‘unauthorised’.   

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire Attend-

ance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.  Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire 

County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices and in the first instance, as an alternative to prosecution 

proceedings.   
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The law relating to Penalty Notices changed with effect from 19 August 2024. Therefore, Penalty Notices is-

sued for Leave of Absence taken from September 2024 will be issued in accordance with the updated legisla-

tion. 

• Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, 

means each parent will receive 2 invoices – 4 in total).   

• First Leave of Absence offence:  The Penalty Notice amount of £160 to be paid within 28 days, this is re-

duced to £80 each child if paid within 21 days. 

• Second Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty notice): 

The amount of £160 paid within 28 days.  No reduced amount. 

• Payment plans will not be offered and/or payments received outside of the 28 day period will not be ac-

cepted. Where a penalty notice expires unpaid the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Coun-

cil’s Legal Services to consider criminal prosecution.    

• Third Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty notice):  A 

penalty notices will be not be issued and the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Le-

gal Services to consider instigating criminal prosecution proceedings under S444 of Education Act 1996. 

 

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority. 

 

UPDATE TO SCHOOL CALENDAR DATES 

To help you plan your holidays we have shared the school calendar 

dates for 25-26 and 26-27. Please note that in September 2026 we 

will now be having two teacher training dates at the start of Sep-

tember, as a result school and nursery will reopen for children on 

Thursday 3rd September 2026. Please see the calendars on the re-

verse for all of the school holiday dates. 

Thank you for your continued support! 
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NURSERY NEWS 

 

This week in nursery we have begun our Christmas celebrations. The nursery has been beautifully decorated by the children. Our 

story of the week is the much adored 'Stick Man' by Julia Donaldson. During our Forest school session children spent lots of time 

searching for stick man, his stick wife and their stick children. The children have also produced some lovely art work of stick man 

and his family. At the beginning of the week we also enjoyed watching the Reception class performance where the children 

spotted lots of their friends from last year. We are now getting excited for our own Christmas event next Wednesday and are 

busy practicing our Christmas songs.   

AUTUMN TERM  SPRING TERM 

Monday 8th December Understanding Christianity Week in school 

Tuesday 9th December KS1 Christmas play pm 1.30pm 

Wednesday 10th December KS1 Christmas Play am 9.30am 

Wednesday 10th December Nursery Christmas Craft pm 

Thursday 11th December Y5 Cadbury World 

Friday 12th December PTA Christmas Shop and Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Lunch and Party Day 

Wednesday 17th December KS2 Carol Concert 6.00pm 

Thursday 18th December School visit to pantomime 

Friday 19th December Christmas Service in Church Year 3 at 2.00pm 

Friday 19th December School breaks up for Christmas 

 

 Monday 5th January School and Nursery closed 

Tuesday 6th January School and Nursery open 

Tuesday 10th February Parents Evening 

Thursday 12th February Parents Evening  

Friday 13th February break up for half-term 

Monday 16th-Friday 20th February half-term 

Monday 23rd February Spring 2 begins 

Friday 27th March Easter Bonnet parade and Easter service 

Monday 30th March-Friday 10th April  Easter Holidays 
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School and Nursery will be closed on: Friday 24th October 2025, Monday 5th January 2026 and Monday 1st June 2026 for Teacher Training 

School and Nursery will  also be closed on:  Wednesday 2nd September, Friday 23rd October and Monday 7th June 2027 for Teacher Training 
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