All About Arthur Thurlbeck
(Great Gramps)

By Toby Vanderson, Year 3
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. e himmmEma—gcwnMabaHMi eleven and a half were
evacuated from Sunderland to Holtby Cottages. The two cottages, one empty, belonged
w:wmmwwmmlndZmdmmnhoflmmgBmmmcr‘\l next to
Holthy Hall. Both cottages are now buried under the dual carriageway of the Al.

. We were there for two years. Three other evacuees were billeted at Holtby
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WMm*mdwwmhdnnUmfmm labouring, cleaning out the
stables, curry combing horses, working in the fields, hoeing and on special occasions
driving the horse drawn carts. Summer evenings we were usually out with the
whippets, rabbiting which we sold at Bedale, which was where [ usually went
shopping. I would stand across the road from the cottages and thumb a lift on an army
lorry as there were always plenty passing by on their way to Leeming Bar. If any other
army vehicle was coming in the opposite direction to the one in which I was travelling
I was always told to duck down out of sight! At Leeming bar I caught the bus to
Bedale (no army lorries going there) and then repeated the routine to get back. Al that
Just to go the pictures (cinema) in Bedale!

; School | rememb r was 3 classrooms, infants, juniors and seniors. You left
a&méﬁﬁ timmmm s name | think was Mr Elliot
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‘before speaking to him or the girls’ curtsey, which we had, had to do when we had
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to the village hall which was the school garden but I don’t know who got the produce
because we children at the school certainly didn’t! On one occasion we ate some of
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