
Applying to 
Oxbridge



The Emmanuel Outreach Team

JESS
• Schools Liaison Officer
• BA Natural Sciences
• Corpus Christi College

EMMA
• Outreach & WP Coordinator

• BA Education, MA Children’s Literature
• Jesus College



Why Oxbridge?



Colleges

CultureTeaching

Key Differences



Teaching at Oxbridge



Anglo-Saxon, Norse, and Celtic, Archaeology Architecture Asian 
and Middle Eastern Studies Chemical Engineering and 

Biotechnology Classics Computer Science Economics Education 
Engineering English Environment, Law and Economics 

Foundation Year in Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
Geography History History and Modern Languages History and 
Politics History of Art Human, Social, and Political Sciences Law 

Linguistics Linguistics and Modern Languages Mathematics 
Medicine Modern and Medieval Languages Music Natural 

Sciences Philosophy Psychological and Behavioural Sciences 
Theology, Religion, and Philosophy of Religion Veterinary 

Medicine



Supervision/Tutorial System

Lecture Seminar/ 
Practical

Supervision



Collegiate Structure



Colleges

Emmanuel College 
Cambridge

Fitzwilliam 
College 

Cambridge

King’s College
Cambridge

St John’s College
Cambridge

• 31 colleges in Cambridge
• 29 undergraduate colleges
• 2 female-only (Newnham & Murray Edwards)
• 80 – 200 students per year



The Modern ‘Hill’
Colleges + Girton

Grange Road 
Colleges (Mix)

Old River 
Colleges

Old Non-River 
Colleges



But who do I apply to?

Campus Code = College



Choosing a College
Interview 
Format

Size & 
Location

Accessibility

Modernity vs 
HistoryGeneral Feel

(Additional) 
Facilities

Financial 
Support



Cambridge Culture







The Application Process



WHAT WE’RE 
LOOKING FOR

• Academic ability and 
potential to succeed

• Self-motivation, 
commitment and 
enthusiasm

• Ability to think 
independently/critically

• Subject-specific 
selection criteria 

Academic 
ability

Academic 
potential

Independent 
thought

Engagement 
with new 

ideas

Enthusiasm for 
the subject

Commitment 
to study

Selection 
criteria



Your Application
Entry Requirements:

• Arts & Humanities – A*AA

• STEM, Psychological & 
Behavioural Sciences, 
Economics – A*A*A

• A-Level subjects are 
considered suitable 
preparation for Cambridge 
courses

• You may need to be 
studying particular subjects 
at A-Level

Academic 
record to date

A-Level 
predicted 

grades

School/College 
Reference

Admissions 
Assessment (if 

applicable)

Personal 
Statement

Contextual 
data

Submitted 
written 

schoolwork 
(if applicable)

Interview



Choose your 
course

Choose a 
College or open 
application

Check admission 
assessment 
arrangements 

Additional
forms (My 
Cambridge 
application)

Submit written 
work and/or take 
admission 
assessment

Interview (usually 
December)

Admissions assessments: ESAT, 
TMUA, STEP, UCAT, LNAT

Explore module 
choices (past first 
year!)
Check Entry 
Requirements

Visit an Open Day
Think about size, 
age, location, 
facilities
Open application?

Personal StatementAPPLICATION PROCESS

Subject-based 
questions
College registered 
assessments

Submit your 
application via 
UCAS

Decision



Interview (usually 
December)

Personal StatementAPPLICATION PROCESS
Submit your 
application via 
UCAS• Timed questions based on knowledge (ESAT, TMUA, 

TARA, STEP), or on skills (LNAT, UCAT)

• Start practicing early

• Practice in timed conditions

• For both, build strong foundations in what will be 
assessed

• Assessment of how you learn, communicate and respond academically 
NOT what you know

• Like supervisions

• Academic questions – they’re not trying to trick you!

• Practice talking aloud about your subject or interests

• Re-familiarize yourself with your personal statement, and subject topics

Check admission 
assessment 
arrangements 



Personal Statements
•Give anonymous data a personality
•Convey your motivation and enthusiasm
•Explain your commitment to the subject
•Provide a potential starting point for interviews

•…is just one part of the whole 
process



Structure
Q1: Why do you want to study this course or subject?

Q2: How have your qualifications and studies helped 
you to prepare for this course or subject?

Q3: What else have you done to prepare outside of 
education, and why are these experiences useful?



To quote UCAS…

“Students shouldn't agonise over which 
section to include information in; the 
important thing is that it's included as the 
statement will be reviewed as a whole.”



Top Tips
PLANNING IS KEY
• Make a plan and check the basics

USE YOUR OWN WORDS
• Don’t strain to be distinctive

CENTER YOUR INTERESTS
• Focus on your own interests, which bits of your 

subject do you particularly like?

SHOW, DON’T TELL
• Show us, don’t just tell us -  this is what your 

super-curriculars do!

20%
anything 

else

80%
Academic



DEMONSTRATING YOUR 
ENTHUSIASM, MOTIVATION AND 
COMMITMENT

• Academic books, journals and articles

• Lectures, podcasts and documentaries

• Museums and exhibitions

• Academic competitions

• Clubs, societies and work experience



ONLINE RESOURCES LECTURES &
PODCASTS

COMPETITIONSLEARNED SOCIETIES

STEM



LOCAL/NATIONAL
MUSEUMS

LECTURES &
PODCASTS

WIDER 
READING

LEARNED SOCIETIES

ARTS & 
HUMANITIES



Supercurriculars & Your Personal 
Statement

Demonstrate 
critical 

engagement with 
your subject

Use them to show 
your enthusiasm, 

motivation & 
commitment

Don’t just list 
things you have 

done

SHOW, don’t TELL Go for depth over 
breadth

Don’t try too hard 
to be distinctive



Ideas, studies or themes that intrigue 

me

What (relevant) topics  are currently 

significant in society?

Current A Level studies

Interesting topics

Skills learned

Academic interests outside 

of school

Current affairs/general relevance 

of interests 
The university course

Papers or modules that sound interesting

A Level-specific additional research 
Reading, podcasts, documentaries

What am I inspired by? How can it relate 

to a university course?

My relevant skills and 

strengths
What’s in the news?

Personal Statement



super-
curricular_suggestions.
pdf (cam.ac.uk)

www.myheplus.com

www.insideuni.org
Resources

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/super-curricular_suggestions.pdf
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/super-curricular_suggestions.pdf
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/super-curricular_suggestions.pdf
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/super-curricular_suggestions.pdf
http://www.insideuni.org/


START EARLY
EXPLORE YOUR 

SUBJECT: 
SUPERCURRICULAR 

S!

BE ORGANISED: 
WRITE DOWN KEY 

DATES

KEEP THE 
PERSONAL 

STATEMENT 
ACADEMIC

DEVELOP YOUR 
ORACY SKILLS

GET THE GRADES



EMMpower Summer Residential



Q&A
Thank you 

for listening
Email Us: outreach@emma.cam.ac.uk

Follow us: 
@emmanuelcollegeoutreach

SIGN UP TO OUR 
MAILING LIST

mailto:outreach@emma.cam.ac.uk
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