
Igniting Excellence and Empowering Individuality



Welcome to Year 11 Evening
Wednesday 17th September 2025



Tonight we will cover…

• The reality of the KS4 assessment system
• Supporting students through the assessment 

period 
• Supporting students in developing a meaningful 

revision timetable and then sticking to it 
• Encouraging and supporting home learning 
• Expectations in English, Maths and Science
• Key Dates
• Questions and answers



The Class of 2026
The cohort who CAN!
The cohort who WILL!

The Power of the Possible





The Reality of the Exam System

Standard Pass = 4
4 = Low C

Strong Pass = 5
5 = High C/Low B



Change in exams What does this mean to me?

Removal of tiered papers in all but Maths, 
Science and MFL.

All 9 grades spread over an exam so students 
might not be able to answer all of the questions

Coursework has been removed from subjects Students will be judged only on the exam, 
making these even more important

Increased literacy focus included in exams Anywhere from 10-15% of exams are marked for 
literacy so this needs to be a focus for students

Exam questions have a reading age of 16 and 
very high word count

Students must be able to read and understand 
the exam language at a high speed. The context 
of language is extremely important

The GCSEs are more challenging Students having to sit more exams, which are 
longer e.g. Science 6 exams

The Reality of the Exam System



Post 16 Education

• Pupils must stay in some form of ‘education or training’ 
until at least the age of 18

• Year 11 pupils who do not achieve a ‘pass’ in English and 
Maths will have to continue these subjects at College or 
Sixth Form

• A ‘pass’ is at least a Grade 4

The Reality of the Exam System



Top five tips to support your child through their exams



1. Goal Setting and Belief

• Talk about goals and targets. 
• Encourage them to keep their goals planner 

visible – e.g. printed and displayed on their 
bedroom wall.

• Help focus them and talk to them about 
their goals regularly.

• Connect with them about ‘why’ and ‘what’ 
they want to achieve.

• Visit college open events.
• Celebrate any successes and reward them 

e.g. if they have achieved their mini-goals.



2. Time Out and Keeping Active

• Encourage them to build in opportunities to 
take some time out every week, away from 
study. 

• Encourage them to keep active on a daily 
basis. Carry out exercise in manageable chunks 
e.g. 3 x 20 min sessions throughout the day.

• Plan to do active things together on a 
weekend.

• After exercise your brain functions well, so 
encourage a revision session afterwards. 

PROMOTING 
APPROPRIATE TIME OUT



3. Sleep Patterns and Unplugging

• Young people need between 8 – 9 hours sleep 
per night. 

• Help to create a relaxing evening routine.
• Make sure they don’t eat too late at night and 

avoid giving them caffeine or sugary drinks late 
at night.

• Encourage them to switch off from social media 
/ technology at least an hour before bedtime.

• Make sure they put their phone away and on 
silent, while they are concentrating on tasks / 
revision / homework.



• Set a good example by staying calm yourself.
• Help them plan out coping strategies to deal with 

their stress.
• Promote a balance of their academic studies and 

other activities during the week. 
• Offer caring advice.
• Show them how proud of them you are.
• Just be there for them!

4. Staying Calm and Being Supportive



Engage in the learning process with your child. 
Ask what new knowledge they have acquired 
and quiz them on what they are revising. 

• Ask what new learning took place today. 
• Get involved in the revision and study. 
• Lead the quizzing linked to the revision that 

has taken place. 

5. Supporting Knowledge Retrieval



Igniting Excellence and Empowering Individuality
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Igniting Excellence and Empowering Individuality

The Year 11 PASS Team: Attendance Team

SLT Attendance Lead: Mr Houghton

Attendance Support Worker: Mrs Jones
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Igniting Excellence and Empowering Individuality

The Year 11 PASS Team: Safeguarding Team

Designated Safeguarding Lead: Mr Betney

Safeguarding Manager: Mrs Browne
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Igniting Excellence and Empowering Individuality

The Year 11 PASS Team: SEND/Inclusion Team

SLT SEND Lead: Mrs Iozzi

SENDCo: Mrs Higham

Assistant SENDCo: Mrs Croskell
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TURN 
UP

WORK 
HARD+ =

FAIL & LEARN
FAIL & LEARN 
FAIL & LEARN+

The Formula for Success



Attendance Matters



Attendance Matters



Attendance Matters



Revision at Tarleton Academy

We recognise that 
many of our 

students struggle 
with how to revise 

independently. 



Revision at Tarleton Academy

1. In the coming weeks, students will each 
be issued with revision lists by their 
teachers. They should be used to direct 
ongoing revision. 

2. Students should plan their time on a 
week-by-week basis. This should include 
completing a rigorous, yet achievable 
revision timetable.

3. Revision should be completed using the 
Tarleton Revision Sheets. Students should 
aim to complete AT LEAST One Per Day. 



A Structured Revision Timetable

• A task that is best completed with support from parents/carers. 

• A timetable should be rigorous. By making sure that you commit 
enough time to revision, you will ensure you have covered all of the 
content needed for the exams. 

• A timetable should be achievable. By including too much, you run the 
risk of giving up. 

• A timetable should include opportunities for exercise and/or hobbies. 
Being committed to your revision does not mean that you need to 
punish yourself by not having a social life.



Lunch Period 6 – Area of focus
Home Study 

Session 1
Home Study

Session 2
Home Study

Session 3

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Home Study Session 1 Home Study Session 2 Home Study Session 3

Saturday

Sunday

Week Commencing:Name:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday



Tarleton Academy Power Hour

STEP 
ONE

IDENTIFY AN AREA OF 
FOCUS USING YOUR 
REVISION LIST

Remember that you should 
revise the areas that you 
are less confident with. 

CHOOSE A PAST PAPER 
QUESTION
Ensure that the question is 
specific to the exam board 
you study. You may wish to 
ask your teacher to provide 
you with a question. 

REVISE AND 
TRANSFORM

You should use one of 
the Tarleton Revision 
Sheets to reduce and 
transform the 
information needed to 
answer the question. 

COMPLETE THE QUESTION

Complete the exam question in 
the amount of time that you 
would expect to take in the exam. 
Avoid using your detailed notes. 
Use your revision sheet for 
support only if absolutely 
needed.

SEEK 
FEEDBACK 

FROM YOUR 
TEACHER

STEP 
THREE

STEP 
FIVE

STEP 
TWO

STEP 
FOUR



Keywords

Revision Sheet One: Reducing Information

Topic Being Revised:
Ensure this is clearly linked to your revision checklist!

Important Notes:

Confidence Rating

What action do you need to take if 

you are stuck?

__________________________________

I’m Stuck! I need to 
revisit

I’m 
confident

Summarise the topic being studied into the three most important bullet points: List three questions that somebody could ask you about this topic:

•  

•   

•  



Revision Sheet Two: The Mind Map



Notes:Notes: Notes: Notes:

Illustration:

Revision Sheet Three: Revision Tree

Big Picture:

Illustration: Illustration: Illustration:



Revision Sheet Four: Process for Learning

Big Picture



Revision Sheet Five: Prioritise Significance

Notes:

Notes:

Notes:

Notes:

Key Facts, Dates, Words, Quotes:

Key Facts, Dates, Words, Quotes:

Key Facts, Dates, Words, Quotes:

Key Facts, Dates, Words, Quotes:

PRIORITY

PRIORITY

PRIORITY

PRIORITY
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Revision Sheet Six: Revision Clock



Revision Sheet Seven: Three is the Key

Topic___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Revision Sheet Eight: Question Cards

QUESTION

ANSWER

QUESTION

ANSWER

QUESTION

ANSWER

QUESTION

ANSWER

TOPIC:



Science - AQA



Science



Science Revision



Maths 



Maths 

Revision 
Guides 



English Language - AQA

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (1 Hour 45 Minutes)
• Reading Section A (40 marks) (25%) – One single literature fiction text.
• 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)
• 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks)
• 1 extended question (1 x 20 marks)
• Writing Section B (40 marks) (25%)
• 1 extended creative writing question (descriptive or narrative) ( 24 marks for content; 16 marks 

for technical accuracy)

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (1 Hour 45 Minutes)
• Reading Section A (40 marks) (25%) – Two linked non-fiction texts.
• 1 Short form question (1 x 4 marks)
• 2 longer form questions (1 x 8 marks, 1 x 12 marks)
• 1 extended question (1 x  16 marks)
• Writing Section B (40 marks) (25%)
• 1 extended transactional writing question ( 24 marks for content; 16 marks for technical 

accuracy)





English Literature - Eduqas

Component 1: Shakespeare and Poetry (2 Hours)
Shakespeare Section A (40 marks) (20%) – Macbeth AO1, AO2, AO4
• One extract question – 15 marks – 20 minutes
• One essay question – 25 marks – 40 minutes
Poetry Anthology Section B (40 marks) (20%) – Anthology AO1, AO2, and AO3 CON
• One analysis – 15 marks – 20 minutes
• Comparison – 25 marks – 40 minutes

Component 2: Post 1914 Prose/Drama, 19th Century Prose & Unseen (2 Hours 30 Minutes)
Post-1914 Drama Section A (40 marks) (20%) – An Inspector Calls / Blood Brothers AO1, AO2, AO4
• Extract into essay – 10 min read and plan, 35 mins writing
• 19th Century Prose Section B (40 marks) (20%) – A Christmas Carol AO1, AO2, AO3 CON
• Extract into essay – 10 min read and plan, 35 mins writing
Unseen Poetry Section B (40 marks) (20%) – Unseen Poetry AO1, AO2
• One analysis – 15 marks – 20 minutes
• Comparison – 25 marks – 40 minutes



English Literature







Key Dates for the Diary

Year 11 Mock Exam Cycle 1 Monday 01st December – Tuesday 16th December 2025

Year 11 Report to Parents Wednesday 21st January 2026

Year 11 Parents’ Evening Thursday 29th January 2026

Year 11 CORE Mock Exam Cycle 2 Monday 23rd February – Friday 27th February 2026

Year 11 Report to Parents Wednesday 15th April 2026

Official GCSE Start Date Monday 04th May 2026

Results Day 2026 Thursday 20th August 2026



Prom and Leaving Date

The official leaving date is the last Friday in June in the school year in 
which the pupil reaches age 16.

In 2026 this will be Friday 26th June.

Wednesday 24th June 2026
NB. Attendance is by invitation only and is not an entitlement. 



Thank you for listening

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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