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2026-2021 KS4 Y10 English Curriculum Overview English Curriculum Area
Beech Group 8700 AQA GCSE English Language
Knowledge and Knowledge and Skills Skills Assessment Subject Specific Cross-Curricular
Understanding Understanding Literacy Links
Components (Key Composite (Bigger Components (Key Composite (Bigger What is being assessed, Key Vocabulary Including Personal
concepts) Picture) concepts) Picture) how and when? Development and SMSC
Autumn | Reading Skills SOL | Students  will be | s How to structure | Students will | Multiple choice Comprehension, Social -
Students will [ introduced to the | analytical understand how to | questions on [fluency, infer, decode,| ngerstanding the
Term 1 , : , 9
understand the | demands of the | responses using | answer the | literary devices/ |vocabulary, context; | notion of
difference between [ AQA GCSE English | WHAT-HOW-WHY. [ different  reading | techniques and |connotation, interdependence;
ﬂctiorj . and Language *k How to use apt | questions on both exam—_style _ denotation: skim, Moral -
non-fiction;  read | qualification, textual references | AQA Paper 1 and | questions (reading scan; analysis understanding the
increasingly understand the | to support | Paper 2. AOs). ’ T hesi consequences of
challenging texts; | demands of the | opinions. summary, syntnesis. actions: Spiritual
infer meanings, | different  reading | %k How to link Words relating to _using {magination
synthesise assessment paragraphs using parts of speech g ity |
information  from | objectives, and how | coordinating and iacti and creativity I
inte rexts | th ’ i cordinati (adjective, adverb, learning; Cultural —
various exts: e questions | subordinating etc), literary devices | understanding and
explore how | within the terminal | conjunctions. : .

- (flashback, cyclical/ | appreciating
language and | examinations are _ L infl
structure are used | worded. linear structure, personatinfiuence.
to create effects; modal verb, narrative | Personal
consider how viewpoint) and ?:Zre'::gment
writers conve i i ’
el ané/ ﬂgur.atwe language Choices g

. (simile, metaphor, consequences
perspectives, etc) Emotional well-being
compare texts; and & the effect of
Uiicrl Ica n Aﬂg personal influence
swllls - when Cross-curricular
evaluating a text. Link:

History, PSHE,
Reading, Drama
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Beech Group 8700 AQA GCSE English Language
Knowledge and Knowledge and Skills Skills Assessment Subject Specific Cross-Curricular
Understanding Understanding Literacy Links
Components (Key Composite (Bigger Components (Key Composite (Bigger What is being assessed, Key Vocabulary Including Personal
concepts) Picture) concepts) Picture) how and when? Development and SMSC
Autumn | The Art of | students will | % How collective | Students will be | Multiple choice | Rhetoric; antithesis; | Social -democracy in
Term 2 Rhetoric SOL explore how writers | NOUNS, value to you | able to write a | questions about [ emote; valour; | action; Moral - the US
Students will oersuade others andn rhetorical | persuasive speech | rhetorical devices. hope:  semantics: Civil nghts' .
understand the | : on | devices are used to | (AQA Paper 2 Q5) | AQA Paper 2, abdicate: civil movement; Spiritual
form of a speech; Into - action; 1€arn | -roate ethos. by applying | Questions 2, 3 and " ’ | ' ‘klﬂovgabo“taca”
' | about the | 5k How logos can | knowledge of a | 4 practice. ethos, ©gos, | talka ?g.tf?n .
explore t.he POWET | Aristotelian  Triad, | strengthen an | range of rhetorical | AQA  Paper 2 | pathos;  political; rpee}sgpelcéysf;itegin
of rhe.tonc; ana!yse and how to use |argument through | devices, including | Question 5 | manipulate, . feelings and values;
rhetorical  devices | rhetorical  devices | facts and figures, | ethos, logos and | mini-mock oratory, persuasion; | cultural - differences
within famous' | i their own | &xpert opinion and paphos, to their fallacy;  elocution; | in UK/US N
%% How pathos can FOR SPOKEN 4 rights.
and explore delivery.
structure and strengthen an LANGUAGE Personal
argument with ENDORSEMENT Development
effect on  the direct address Themes:
audience. anecdote and Community
emotive language. Charity
Government

Cross-curricular
Link:
Reading,
History, PSHE

Drama.
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Beech Group 8700 AQA GCSE English Language
Knowledge and Knowledge and Skills Skills Assessment Subject Specific Cross-Curricular
Understanding Understanding Literacy Links
Components (Key Composite (Bigger Components (Key Composite (Bigger What is being assessed, Key Vocabulary Including Personal
concepts) Picture) concepts) Picture) how and when? Development and SMSC
Spring Frankenstein SOL | Students will | %k How to annotate | Students will | AQA Paper 1 [Omniscient; Social — the role of
Term 1 Students will read | identify and | and track a text. understand the | Question 5 |contempt; men and women
and understand | analyse how the | % How to respond | weighting of AO2 | mini-mock. enlightened; omitted| now and in the past;
the  novel, and | writer uses | to an AQA P1Q2 | within the repulsive; Moral — ethics of
analyse how the | language and | and P1Q3 guestion specif}cation and | OPPORTUNITY countenance: science and paternal
writer uses | structure to | using complete an | FOR SPOKEN o , responsibility:
language and | influence the | WHAT-HOW-WHY. | extended piece of [ LANGUAGE conce|ted,.tragedy, Spiritual - the role of
structure to create | reader and apply | How to | descriptive/ ENDORSEMENT grotesque; God in the creation of
character  and/or | this knowledge to | manipulate creative writing supernatural; life: Cultural — The
describe the | their own writing | language to create | addressing the prejudice; parental; Roymantics
setting. using gothic fiction | effects within their | writing AOs. responsibility; b | '
. o ersona
as a stimulus. 3}/\%\ V\/rlctlngt. atmosphere; Development
‘h : reate a characterisation; Themes:
character. ) .
pathetic fallacy; Misogyny &

% Establish mood
and atmosphere.

imagery; prodigy;
aesthetic; galvanise;
abhorrent;
misanthropy; hubris;
monstrosity; sublime;
reprobate; elixir.

Discrimination
Christianity and its
role within the
community
Cross-curricular
Link:

History, PSHE,
Reading, Drama
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Beech Group 8700 AQA GCSE English Language
Knowledge and Knowledge and Skills Skills Assessment Subject Specific Cross-Curricular
Understanding Understanding Literacy Links
Components (Key Composite (Bigger Components (Key Composite (Bigger What is being assessed, Key Vocabulary Including Personal
concepts) Picture) concepts) Picture) how and when? Development and SMSC
Spring | ©Qur Day Out/ Students will | % How toanalyse a | Students  will  be | AQA  Paper 1| Conflict; choices; | Social -poverty in
Term 2 Blood Brothers | consider what | text, able to analyse an | reading questions | coqig]| injustice; | Post-war Britain
SOL writers  show us | demonstrating extract from the | mini-mock. friendship: (focus on Liverpool/
Students will | about the world we | understanding of | play and respond | Multiple choice ! Skelmersdale: Moral
understand  and | live in; demonstrate | characters and | to exam-style | questions  about | €ducation; _explorations of ‘the
read the play;|an understanding | themes. questions; use apt | plot and characters. | Stereotype; poverty; | o <o’ and
explore life in 1980s | of  the  genre| s How to use |textual references playwright;  blood | Jo5tion:  spiritual
Britain; consider | conventions of a | discourse markers | to support ideas; | OPPORTUNITY brothers; _superstition:
the British class | play; the writers' | tolink ideas. summarise ideas; | FOR SPOKEN superstition; Cultural -  local
system; consider | method and | %k How to embed | and identify and | LANGUAGE religion: fate; | history (the evolution
the writer’s | techniques; the | quotations within a | analyse how writers [ ENDORSEMENT . lity: t dy: | of Skelmersdale)
perspective and | plot of, and | response. use language and {nequa|y, ragedy. ’
ideas around | characters within, | 3k How to use the | structure to rony, drama; | Personal
childhood:; consider | the play; key | author's name in a | influence the outing, theme; | Development
nature vs nurture; | themes and ideas | response. reader. symbolism;  social | Themes:
friendship and | throughout the commentary Conflict and
loyalty; how  to | play. resolution
synthesise Friendship .
information  from éoqal class system in
different texts; ritain
information Cross-curricular
retrieval; effect of Link:
writer's use  of History, PSHE,
language and Reading, Drama,

structure; types of
narration; the use
of dialogue and
stage directions.

Geography, RE
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2026-2021 KS4 Y10 English Curriculum Overview English Curriculum Area
Beech Group 8700 AQA GCSE English Language
Knowledge and Knowledge and Skills Skills Assessment Subject Specific Cross-Curricular
Understanding Understanding Literacy Links
Components (Key Composite (Bigger Components (Key Composite (Bigger What is being assessed, Key Vocabulary Including Personal
concepts) Picture) concepts) Picture) how and when? Development and SMSC
Explorations in | Students will create | %k How to write a | Students to be able | AQA Paper 1| Narrative: lot; | Social -

Summer : plot;

Term 1 Creative Writing | their own short plaﬁ for your | to produce a clear | Question 5. atmosphere: understanding  the
SOL story that is | writing before you | and coherent text; imagery: notion of
Students will organised begin. select vocabulary, o I" _ interdependence;
understand how to | effectively, uses a [ %k How to use a | grammar and sym Olsm'. Moorlal g h_
write the opening range of discourse | range of ambitious | structural/ foreshadowing; Egnfersfgnégg toi

_ markers, includes | vocabulary. organisational dialogue;  theme; actioni' Spiritual
toastory;createa | g rative language | % How to | features judiciously point  of  view; | “ieing  imagination
detailed and and ambitious | incorporate a range | to reflect audience conflict: setting: [ and  creativity  in
believable setting vocabulary as well | of technigues such | and purpose; use characterisation: learning; Cultural -
for a story; consider | as accurate use of | assimile, metaphor | language climax: resolutyion‘ understanding and
how stories are SPaC. and personification | imaginatively and Co ' | appreciating
structured and in your own writing. | creatively; maintain exposmpn, | personal influence.
how that structure % How to use an | a consistent point dynamic; static; | Personal

4 incentive structure, | of view; create protagonist; Development
can be subvgrted, with specific | emotional impact antagonist; Themes.
how structuring structural using  language symbolism:  irony; | SoNMICt and
language and text techniques. and structure; use tive: resolution .
: % H perspective, Cross-curricular
can impact ¥ How to use a | sentence omniscient Link:
meaning; and range of sentence | structures for ‘ " ’ oHE

; . istory, ,

consider what fgrms and lengths. | clarity, purpose ahd Reading,
K Hishyi * How to use a | effect with

maxes asa '? 'ng range of | accurate  spelling

and appropriate punctuation and punctuation.

conclusionto a accurately.

story.
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8700 AQA GCSE English Language

English Curriculum Area

Knowledge and
Understanding

Knowledge and
Understanding

Skills

Skills

Assessment

Subject Specific
Literacy

Cross-Curricular
Links

Components (Key
concepts)

Composite (Bigger
Picture)

Components (Key
concepts)

Composite (Bigger
Picture)

What is being assessed,
how and when?

Key Vocabulary

Including Personal
Development and SMSC

Summer
Term 2

The Language of
Change SOL

Students will
develop their
non-fiction reading
and writing skills;
look at a range of
19th-century and
modern texts in
tandem, and
practice comparing
viewpoints; and
emulate different
techniques from
the texts studied in
order to develop
their speech and
opinion writing.

Students will focus
on how writers
express their
viewpoints and
practice comparing
these; they will
develop their
non-fiction writing
skills by looking at
how more complex
techniques, such as

anaphora, can be
used thoughtfully
to improve their
speech and
opinion writing.
Students will move
away from
emulating to
crafting original
voices.

* Develop reading
skills and personal
responses to
non-fiction texts

*  Analyse and
compare language
techniques in
non-fiction writing
* Plan a speech
and build a
counter-argument
% Use rhetorical
devices to write an
effective speech

Students to be able
to produce a clear
and coherent text;
select vocabulary,
grammar and
structural/
organisational
features judiciously
to reflect audience
and purpose; use
language
imaginatively and
creatively; maintain
a consistent point

of view; create
emotional impact
using language
and structure; use
sentence

structures for
clarity, purpose and
effect with
accurate  spelling

and punctuation.

AQA Paper 2
reading questions
mini-mock.
AQA Paper 2
Question 5.
Multiple choice
guestions about
events and
characters.

OPPORTUNITY
FOR SPOKEN
LANGUAGE
ENDORSEMENT

Embedded
guotations,
attitude,
comparison,
emulate, anaphora,
emulating,
analogies,
hyperbole,
comparative,
superlatives,
counter-argument

Social -
understanding  the
notion of
interdependence;

Moral -
understanding  the
consequences of
actions; Spiritual
—using  imagination
and creativity  in

learning; Cultural -
understanding and
appreciating
personal influence.
Personal
Development
Themes:

Mutual Respect and
Tolerance
Cross-curricular
Link:
History,
Reading, PE

PSHE,
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Subject information, including exam hoard details

The content of the  curriculum in  Year 10 is in line with the AQA  GCSE English Language (8700) specification:
https./wWww.aga.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/specification-at-a-glance. It also allows for students who are referred to The Acorns School
from other settings throughout the academic year to continue with the EDUQAS GCSE English Language specification and to be entered with this examination
board for their terminal qualification. The sequencing of the curriculum ensures that pupils are able to build on and make links with existing knowledge. Concepts
are mapped across the two-year programme to ensure coherence and allow for incremental development over time. Schemes of Learning often link to different
domains or topics within English, allowing the retrieval of previously taught content and demonstrating how closely linked different ideas can be.

The Year 10 English curriculum aims to develop confident, articulate and accurate readers, writers and speakers. Students read a diverse range of increasingly
complex and deep texts, write for a wide range of purposes with technical accuracy, and have multiple opportunities to develop their spoken language capabilities.

Literary and non-fiction texts and extracts are carefully selected by teaching staff to support The Acorns School's whole-school approach to improving reading and
building an embedded and sustained culture of reading for pleasure. Struggling readers receive in-class support and out-of-class intervention to improve reading
fluency and, therefore, increase students' confidence in reading, writing and overall commmunication in preparation for their terminal examinations.

Careers linked to this subject area:

Languages Teacher: if you speak more than one language, you can travel the world and teach English to others.
Journalist: research and investigate interesting stories for TV, radio and magazines.

Digital Marketer: use cleverly chosen words to inspire, educate and convince customers with business campaigns
Language Therapist: English is all about communication and the use of words. You can help others learn to communicate.

Other careers that use English:

Law, Politics, Acting, Writing, Civil Service, Film/TV Editing, Copy Editing, Speech Therapy, Administration, Management, Digital Content Editing, Editing, Teaching,
Marketing, Broadcasting, Clerical Work, Copywriting, Film/TV Production, Classroom Support, Events Management, Information Services, Publishing, Advertising,
Archive Work, Public Relations, Proofreading, Librarianship, Travel and Tourism.

5 Work Skills English Will Give You:

Communication: In GCSE English Language, you will study the linguistic devices and technigues we use to commmunicate. Real-life examples will show you how
and when to adapt your language to different people. You will become aware of how you already change your language in different situations.

Critical Thinking: Reading literature from different and similar periods will encourage you to think about how writers are influenced by social, historical and
cultural contexts. You will reference examples from each text to support your ideas about how and why writers approach subjects in a particular way.

Creativity: You will produce original pieces of writing in GCSE English Language. These will include stories and various types of non-fiction writing. You will play
around with language and structure to achieve different effects. You will adapt your language and style to different audiences and purposes.

Text Analysis: You will read texts with a critical and analytical eye. You will identify how the author uses specific structures, form, language and literary devices to
present their ideas and evoke emotions.

Essay Writing: Essays are one of the ways that you are assessed in the GCSE English Language. You need to think about how to present your ideas logically and
use evidence to support your opinions or discount other points of view.
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Enrichment Opportunities:

English teaching staff will look out for any suitable plays, events or productions to suit current schemes of learning. Where appropriate, educational visits to
libraries, museums and other local attractions will be facilitated to enhance the delivery of the curriculum.
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