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This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils. 
It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our school. 
School overview
	Detail
	Data

	School name
	The Blessed Sacrament Catholic Primary School

	Number of pupils in school 
	397 (including nursery)

	Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils
	33.5%

	Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy plan covers 
	2025-2026

	Date this statement was published
	December 2025

	Date on which it will be reviewed
	July 2026

	Statement authorised by
	Kelly Hannah

	Pupil premium lead
	Nancy Billingsley

	Governor / Trustee lead
	Lesley-Ann Stickley


Funding overview
	Detail
	Amount

	Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year
	£214590

	Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year
	£0

	Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years (enter £0 if not applicable)
	£0

	Total budget for this academic year
If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this funding, state the amount available to your school this academic year
	£214590


Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Statement of intent
	At The Blessed Sacrament Catholic Primary School, our intention is that all pupils, irrespective of their background or the challenges they face, make expected progress across all subject areas. We aim to deliver a high quality, inclusive education for every child and work to ensure pupils are supported in overcoming barriers to learning allowing them to achieve both academic and personal success.
The focus of our pupil premium strategy is to support disadvantaged pupils to achieve that goal. We will consider the challenges faced by the vulnerable pupils, such as those who have a social worker and those with difficult life scenarios.  We strive to identify barriers to learning in the context of our school and seek ways to overcome these barriers to improve the education of all pupils.  The activities we have outlined in this statement are also intended to support their needs, regardless of whether they are disadvantaged or not. 
High-quality teaching and targeted support for pupils and their families is at the heart of our approach, with a focus on areas in which disadvantaged pupils require the most support. This has been shown to have the greatest impact in closing the disadvantaged attainment gap and at the same time will benefit the non-disadvantaged pupils in our school. Implicit in the intended outcomes detailed below, is the intention that non-disadvantaged pupils’ attainment will be sustained and improved alongside progress for their disadvantaged peers. 
By aligning aspects of our pupil premium strategy with our whole school priorities we ensure that it is implemented and monitored effectively in all areas of our school.
To ensure they are effective we will:
Ensure disadvantaged pupils are challenged in the work that they are set.
Support pupils mental health and well-being through the use of pastoral support for pupils and their families.
· Act early to intervene at the point where need is identified 
· Adopt a whole school approach in which all staff take responsibility for disadvantaged pupils’ outcomes and raise expectations of what they can achieve.





Challenges
This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged pupils.
	Challenge number
	Detail of challenge 

	1
	Acquisition of basic skills for all disadvantaged children in reading, writing and maths.
Statutory assessment data from EYFS and KS2 shows a gap in attainment with non-PP pupils outperforming PP pupils in each subject area.

	2
	Attendance and punctuality of PP pupils
School data shows lower attendance rate in PP pupils compared with non-pp pupils.  PP pupils have higher unauthorised absence rates and higher late marks than non-pp pupils.

	3
	Access to breadth of experiences, activities, and extracurricular opportunities
Pupils from poorer socio-economic backgrounds have fewer opportunities to engage in wider/extra curricular activities. Without these wider experiences it is more challenging for pupils to develop a wider understanding of the world and fully develop their individual talents and skills.

	4
	Social, emotional and mental health needs of pupils
School data, including CPOMS records, parental communication, reports from external agencies and pupil voice discussions highlight the SEMH issues of our pupils. Pupils face many external challenges which impact on their engagement and success within school.

	5
	Parental engagement 
Parental engagement with school/learning activities which would improve their child’s learning is lower in parents of PP pupils. Evidenced through engagement with parent/school activities for example supporting their child with phonics, reading, multiplication recall, attendance and punctuality, attending parent consultations, meet the teacher meetings.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Intended outcomes 
This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved.
	Intended outcome
	Success criteria

	To improve the acquisition of basic skills in reading, writing and maths
	Increase in pupils achieving GLD at the end of EYFS 
Achieve national average progress scores in KS2 for Reading , Writing and Maths(0) Achieve national average expected standard in PSC
Achieve national average expected standard in Multiplication check
	

	To improve attendance and reduce number of unauthorised absences in PP pupils
	Improve attendance of disadvantaged pupils (Target: 93.6%)
	

	To support pupils social, emotional, mental health and well-being
	Improve attendance including punctuality
Improvement in pupils' engagement in lessons - positive responses to pupil voice/teacher feedback
Pupils have strategies to support their social, emotional, mental health and well-being
	

	To develop strong bonds between school and our families
	Increase in engagement with school systems including boomreader/arbor
Increase in engagement from parents with school activities
Improvement in attendance and punctuality 
	




Activity in this academic year
This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) this academic year to address the challenges listed above.
Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention)
Budgeted cost: £51,211
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Additional staffing to target support in UKS2 
	Additional staffing in Year 6 allowing pupils to benefit from targeted teaching and intervention.
	1

	Teacher engagement with CPD, coaching and monitoring activities
Additional HLTA staff to support teaching and learning across school
	Increase in HLTA staff means classes are covered effectively. Additional cover allows for coaching, monitoring and CPD activities for teachers
	1

	Subscription to computerised programmes across KS2 
	Programmes used are diagnostic, targeted to improve individual progress and attainment. 
Use of a computerised program promotes intensive retrieval with instant feedback therefore improving memory.
EEF Reading plus trial
	1



Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support structured interventions) 
Budgeted cost: £39,879
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Addressing gaps in learning in all classes through 1-1 and small group targeted work
	Use of TA support in class to enable teachers to plan and deploy support staff effectively
Teaching Assistant Interventions | EEF
TA_Recommendations_Summary.pdf
Deployment of Teaching Assistants - Summary of recommendations | Education Endowment Foundation
	1, 4

	TA support for intervention groups for phonics and reading to close academic gaps
	Identified children to receive structured interventions to help close their attainment gap.
Phonics | EEF

 
	1, 4



Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing)
Budgeted cost: £123,500
	Activity
	Evidence that supports this approach
	Challenge number(s) addressed

	Family Support worker to provide wide ranging support so that children’s attendance and family wellbeing improves.
	The family support worker is vital to promote good relationships with the parents and improve school attendance.
Supporting attendance | EEF
Parental engagement | EEF
	2, 4, 5

	Pastoral support workers in each Key Stage to provide targeted support to pupils/families, in particular vulnerable and disadvantaged pupils. To improve attendance and pupil well-being
	Pastoral support workers support the mental well-being of pupils. To develop a culture of community and belonging which motivates pupils to attend school 
Pastoral support workers develop links with families.
Supporting attendance | EEF
Parental engagement | EEF

	2, 4, 5

	Uniform and resources – reducing cost to families of children who are pupil premium
-use of minibus to provide enrichment opportunities for all pupils
	Supporting pupil premium families to ensure pupils are able to access to a broad range of opportunities.
Supporting the running costs of minibuses for day to day activities in school eg sports events, trips, swimming

	3, 4


Total budgeted cost: £219,590
Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic year
Pupil premium strategy outcomes
	Challenge number
	Detail of challenge 

	1
	To improve the acquisition of basic skills for all disadvantaged children

	2
	To narrow the gap in attainment between PP and non PP children at KS2

	3
	To improve the attendance and punctuality of PP pupils

	4
	To identify the global needs of children and supporting families to overcome these

	5
	To offer pupils breadth of experiences, activities, and extracurricular opportunities at a reduced cost


Evaluation
	Challenge number
	Detail of challenge 

	1
	CPD based on evidence informed practise has improved teachers knowledge and understanding of the importance of improved retrieval skills. Lesson observations demonstrate an improvement of information being retained.
Maths hub support and CPD relating to improving fluency and recall of multiplication checks improvement in scores. Data for Summer 2025 shows an increase in pupils, including disadvantaged pupils, achieving 25/25 from 17.9% of PP achieving 25/25 compared with 60% in 2025.

	2
	Analysis of headline data shows that there is still a gap in attainment between PP and non PP children at Key Stage 2. 
Data shows gains were made in the standardised scores of Y6 pupils from December to May.

	3
	Systems are continuing to be developed and modified to support increasing attendance and punctuality of PP pupils 
This target needs to continue into next year’s strategy.90% compared with 93% for whole school 

	4
	As a school, we work closely with families and relationships between school and families is constantly improving. Increase in pastoral support enabled pupils to access learning more readily – this is being continually developed and the roles in the coming year are more targeted and impactful. This target needs to continue as it is a vital use of funding and benefits all of our PP families. 

	5
	The use of pupil premium funding in this area is of great benefit to the pupils and families in school. It has helped to improve the range of experiences, activities and uniform provided to PP children. This is a successful use of funding and will continue into next year’s strategy. 



Externally provided programmes
N/A in our setting.
Additional Information
The Pupil Premium Grant the school receives is used to support all the above activities, however the funding does not cover all the costs. They are not solely aimed at PP children as a lot of our children have additional needs, but they are given priority. All are priority needs of the school and are important in ensuring that PP children are given as much opportunity as possible to ‘close the gap’ on their peers.
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