
 “READY, RESPECTFUL & SAFE”  

“Every Student Matters and Every Lesson Counts” 

Summer Summer Summer Summer Summer Summer Summer Summer Summer Summer Summer Summer             

July  2017 

Contact us on 01543 255872 or visit our website at www.bridge.staffs.co.ukContact us on 01543 255872 or visit our website at www.bridge.staffs.co.ukContact us on 01543 255872 or visit our website at www.bridge.staffs.co.ukContact us on 01543 255872 or visit our website at www.bridge.staffs.co.uk    

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have reached the end of another year and this year even the weather seems perfect.  Normally it’s raining, dull and cold but hope-

fully we can all look forward to a long hot summer.   

Ne!t year will see signi"cant changes at #ridge as we are changing our designa$on to make #ridge a %&' through to %&( school.  We 

have been pilo$ng a pro)ect for %&' and %&* since Christmas and plans over the summer will see two of our classrooms refurbished to 

primary standards as well as new toilets, entrance area and play area.  This will enable children from Cannock, Lich"eld and 

#urntwood District who are e!periencing di-cul$es at school to have some interven$ons whilst solu$ons are sought for their con$n-

uing  educa$on. 

To enable this to go ahead &taffordshire County Council have consulted widely and agreed to fund not only the refurbishment but also 

sta-ng to support the children.  We will have / e!tra members of staff in total which makes it an e!ci$ng $me.  The staff team will be 

strengthened by the e!per$se of some of the support staff hired and it is e!pected that there will be cross phase working which will 

be in the best interests of all the students and staff. 

This year sees the newly introduced grading for 0C&1 1nglish and 2athema$cs e!amina$ons and we await results in 3ugust with 

slightly more apprehension than normal as it is hard to an$cipate where the grade boundaries will be. 

Ne!t year we will con$nue to e!pand our offer, looking to deliver formal 4uali"ca$ons around Countryside &kills, 5ood Technology 

and 2otor 6ehicle 2aintenance as well as our "rst cohort of Duke of 1dinburgh awards.  The la7er are highly recognised at all levels 

of educa$on and by employers na$onwide.  8ur "rst e!pedi$on  will be in &eptember. 

3s always we really appreciate all the support and conversa$ons we have with you, even if these are di-cult at $mes.  9t is vital that 

we work together and 9 hope to see more of you at the Parent &upport 0roups run by 2s Punne7 on a monthly basis.  These will al-

ternate between Lich"eld and #urntwood during the ne!t academic year in order to make it easier for some of you to a7end. 

&tudents have been very successful this year na$onally, :oe Cross won a compe$$on to interview 8re 3duba at the 8* arena in Lon-

don, en4uiring about his school days, this was an e!ci$ng e!perience not only for :oe but the staff who accompanied him.  3dam Rob-

inson went to the PiXL student awards at The News #uilding at London #ridge last week having )oined us late in %&( and gone on to 

take '= 0C&1 e!amina$ons.  8ther students have visited art e!hibi$ons, sung in the 6oices in a 2illion Choir and worked with the 

0arrick Theatre.  Ne!t year will have )ust as many opportuni$es. 

&taff have also been very ac$ve, par$cipa$ng in two Wolf Runs, The London 2arathon – “way to go” 2s 2uzzell!  and )ust last week-

end several staff members par$cipated in the Three Peaks Challenge, climbing #en Nevis, &cafell Pike and &nowdon  in less than (8 

hours.  This was an amazing e!perience and won’t be the last 9 am sure.  9t supports the school’s ethos in looking at wellbeing for all 

and at the moment students of all ages are being encouraged to par$cipate in the Daily 2ile Walk, around &towe Pool.  9 would like to 

take this opportunity to thank all the staff for their dedica$on and hard work.  No one said it was easy but at #ridge Devery day is a 

new day’ and staff truly embrace this ethos. 

9t )ust leaves me to say, thank you for working with us and allowing us to support your child’s educa$on during what can be di-cult 

$mes, and have a wonderful rela!ing summer, whatever you do.  

Sue Kulas—Head Teacher 



 

On April 23
rd I c
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the Lo

ndon m
aratho

n. 

It was one of the best experie
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ne 

that sp
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d me, than
k you. 

 

Mrs Muzzell 

STAFF GET 

Our country can offer much in the way of challenges but 

none more so than the three peaks of Ben Nevis, Scafell 

Pike and Snowdon – the three highest mountains in the UK. 

Undeterred by this fact seven teachers from school set off 

on the first weekend of July to conquer these mere hills. 

The journey from school up to Fort William took 11 hours 

which included a few stops and some very careful driving 

through Glencoe with deer stood defiantly along the road-

side. With the clock saying 04:00 we set off on our first 

climb – all 4411 feet of the highest mountain in the UK. The 

first part of the climb went well and was done under clear 

skies and warm weather. However, like many football match-

es Ben Nevis is a climb of two halves. Once past the half 

way mark bridge over the waterfall we started the arduous 

ascent of the ten zig zags. This is difficult and after an 

hour we wondered how many we had done. “Is this the last 

one” and of course the world famous – “are we nearly there 

yet?” Finally after about 5 hours we reached the summit. 

The warm weather and great views had been replaced by 

mist, wind and a decidedly chilly feel to the air. We got our 

photos done and quickly set off back down. The group split 

up into smaller numbers of those wanting to rush down and 

shower, those wanting to take their time and those not 

watching their step and falling over (Miss Radcliffe).  

#1N N169& 



 

&C351LL P9%1 

At around lunch time we were ready to 

go again and set off for the best Eng-

land has to offer – the 3209 feet of 

Scafell Pike. As the lowest of the three 

peaks you might have thought this would 

be the easiest. Far from it! Scafell 

guards her peak with a series of boul-

ders, steep ascents and winding paths 

that constantly change direction and 

throw you off catching a glimpse of your 

target. In fact with the addition of the 

darkness, mist and winds it was too dan-

gerous for some of us to make it to the 

very top. Half of the group managed to 

get to the top but conditions and visibil-

ity were so bad that they had to use 

the GPS on their phones to make sure 

they had made it!  

After a quick change of smelly clothes for some 

not quite so smelly we were ready for Snowdon, our 

last peak. By this time our planned arrival of 05:30 

was out of the window so we were looking at start-

ing climbing from 11:00. After negotiating perhaps 

the most difficult obstacle we had faced so far – 

the car parking attendant at Llanberis, we were 

off. For those of you unfamiliar with Snowdon it 

represents the least difficult of the peaks and 

even has a railway line going up it. The distance 

from top to bottom is about 7 to 8 miles and ac-

cording to a survey on the BBC it offers the finest 

view in Britain from its summit. Once again our 

group had fragmented into those on a mission and 

those wanting to take their time. Mr Pettitt even 

ran it to make sure that he had time to do a spot 

of fishing on his birthday! The view from the top 

unfortunately didn’t live up to expectations, unless 

you like mist and cloud that is. I suppose it gives 

you a sense of being high up when you are in the 

clouds so maybe that’s the silver lining. So we had 

done it! We didn’t go for a timed challenge but we 

had a great time none the less. 

Mrs Liston also raised £85 for the Bradley Lowery 

Foundation after we heard about the very sad news 

regarding Bradley’s battle with neuroblastoma.  



 Here at Bridge we 

are members of an 

educational organi-

sation called PiXL. 

As an alternative 

education provider 

we are one of 70 

schools that were 

invited to select 

students in year 

11 that we felt 

had 

made fantastic 

pro-

gress during KS4 

to attend a cele-

bration afternoon 

and presentation 

in London at the 

News Corporation 

Adam Robinson was our Year 11 Bridge representative this year.   

The journey down to London was by train to Euston station followed by the Northern line to Tower Bridge, 

where we reached our destination the News Corporation building. Once in the building we had to go through 

security checks and make our way up to the 17th floor.  The views were amazing and we were greeted by the 

organizers of the event.  After being seated, presentations started and pupils were called up to the stage to 

receive their certificates and vouchers.  Adam had the opportunity to meet Tyler West who had been part of 

PiXL as a student and who has gone on to achieve many great things, CBBC presenter and  GB handball player 

just a few of his achievements.  This was a memorable day for both Adam and staff and was a pleasure to have 

been able to take part.  Good luck to Adam who will now be leaving us to continue his dream of starring on stage 

and screen by attaining a place at B.O.A. Performing Arts College in Birmingham.  

Joe Cross entered a national competition run by PiXL for the opportunity to interview Ore Oduba. Ore is a television news and sports presenter, 

currently working for BBC Sport. He is best known for presenting the BBC children's news programme Newsround from 2008 until 2014. In 2016, 
he was the winner of the fourteenth series of BBC One's Strictly Come Dancing. Joe had to explain why he should be picked to interview Ore and 
think of the question’s he would ask him. 

 
We were delighted that along with another student Joe won this national competition. We were invited to The O2 arena in London on the 15th 

June, catching the 7.08am train! Joe was up and ready and raring to go. Joe had to have a practice to get used to the camera, lights and micro-

phone, and then we waited for Ore to arrive at 11am. As soon as Ore entered the room he put Joe at ease, talking about how he felt in his career 

when he was just starting out. He described the nerves he felt when interviewing his icon David Beckham for the first time.  

 

Joe asked some great questions including how did you find school life? Did you ever find being a teenager difficult? Could you give me and other 

boy’s advice on how to do well in school while dealing with a challenging past or chaotic life? What’s been your biggest challenge in life so far? Who 

is your inspiration and why? Joe was a natural and quickly built a good rapport with Ore, laughing and joking. Joe was confident, listened with in-

terest and handled all aspects of the day extremely well.  

Joe was told Ore would soon have to move on and we were coming to the end of our time, he was asked to pick one more killer question from his 
list, Joe was thrilled to take centre stage and seized the opportunity to ask, “when you were on Strictly you learnt a lot of dance moves, but can 

you dab?” This took Ore by surprise, he laughed a lot and the interview ended with Joe and Ore dabbing!  Joe did a superb job in representing our 

school and could definitely go on to work on TV!! Well done Joe.  



 

AT GAILEY WITH SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE SAILING CLUB 

Since the end of May this year a group of stu-

dents have been lucky enough to go sailing every 

Thursday afternoon. The students have learned 

how to canoe and how to sail in two person 

boats. The students were well equipped with life 

jackets and the right waterproof clothing, all 

provided by the centre. The instructors compli-

mented some of the students on their ability to 

understand how the wind can change direction 

quickly and what it means they have to do in re-

sponse.  The students have become much more 

confident with each trip and are now taking the 

advantage of the cool water to jump in and cool 

themselves down during the recent hot weather 

we have had.   

The aim of the Daily Mile is to improve the physical, emotional 
and social health and wellbeing of our children –regardless of 
age or personal circumstances. 
 
It is a profoundly simple but effective concept, which any school 
can implement. Its impact can be transformational- improving not 
only the children’s fitness, but also their concentration levels, 
mood, behaviour and general wellbeing.  

Daily 2ile around &towe Pool with a few #ridge &tudents 
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At the end of April Zac and myself (Cathy) were lucky enough to join the team at Bridge.  I have taken 

over the role as Farm Manager and Zac works two days a week as the Agricultural Consultant. 

Zac has been a farmer all of his life and currently manages and lives on his own farm where he rears 

cows. I have worked with exotic and farm animals in various countries for the last 25 years. 

We have been working hard 

with the help of Bridge stu-

dents to make many changes to 

the farm area, starting the 

removal of the old paddock 

Students have worked really 

hard to help build the new fenc-

ing, ready for some permanent 

animals and some guest animals. 

Both of our aquariums have been revamped 

and had new species introduced. Leo chose 

Catfish, Shrimp, tetra and an assassin 

snail along with some new tank ornaments 



 

We welcomed two new mini lop 

rabbits called Tickle and Mar-

ley, who have been enjoying 

lots of cuddles and socialisa-

tion with the students. 

Bella, our white rabbit is 

also learning to be calm 

when being handled with 

the help of the students 

Due to all the time that 

the learners enjoy spend-

ing with the rabbits a 

seated area for rabbit 

cuddling has now been 

added to the rabbit en-

closure.  

Some of the 

younger students 

have enjoyed pond 

dipping and newt 

identification in 

our school pond. 

Key Stage One and Two have 

been busy growing food in 

the raised beds for our ani-

mals to eat. They are grow-

ing corn and curly kale for 

the chickens along with peas 

and cabbage for the rabbits.  

The students are working with the 

chickens using clicker training and dried 

meal worms to teach the chickens to 

come when called. The success of this 

training has allowed the chickens to 

have allotted times of being free range 

within the school grounds.  

Most recently we have in-

troduced a silky hen and two 

booted bantam hens. Con-

struction of their coop and 

garden area is still under-

way.  



 

Fishing 4 Therapy 

by 2r PeE7, T. 3. The #ridge 

The fishing academy venue has now changed to the Horns fishery in Slitting 

Mill, Rugeley. Clive and Paul are still the fishing professionals on site, they 

show great resolve and humour with our students, making even a quiet day full 

of laughter. They both compete weekly in match fishing and are the bailiffs of 

the pool. The Horns fishery is open to the public unlike the last venue. Our stu-

dents have all risen to the challenge of being quieter around the other anglers, 

showing great respect. The change has been welcomed by myself and our stu-

dent anglers as a new challenge. The pool is situated on the edge of Cannock 

Chase and has a fresh stream running into it. A short walk along the stream 

and you come to a small bridge with a waterfall. The stream is crystal clear and 

holds some wild trout. The pub offers our students the use of it’s toilet facili-

ties and shelter, we are allowed to use the benches to eat dinner, and all of our 

students have been very well behaved there. 

5ishing at the Forns pool, &liEng 2ill,Rugeley 
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Sea Life Centre Visit 

GCSE Art students visited The Sea Life Centre in Birmingham recently. We viewed many interesting species 

including seahorses, jellyfish, and clownfish. We are hoping that the many photographs of sea creatures 

that we took will inspire some fantastic art work next term. Watch this space! 



 

Year 11 Year 11   

Leavers CelebrationLeavers Celebration  

To congratulate our year 11 students on 

the huge success of completing their final 

year of GCSE studies and to wish them 

all the best in their future endeavours, 

on Wednesday 28th June students and 

staff attended the Year 11 end of year 

leaving celebration at TGI Fridays in Sut-

ton Coldfield. Here we enjoyed both a 

lovely meal and drinks and the opportunity 

to  

wish our class of 2017 

a fond farewell. 

Well done in everything you have achieved.  You have all come a 

long way and done yourselves proud. REMEMBER ……………….. 
“Today is the first day of the rest of your life” 
Enjoy being the fantastic people you already are. Sheila McMahon—Wellbeing Coach & Comedienne 

“DIFFICULT ROADS OFTEN LEAD 

“DIFFICULT ROADS OFTEN LEAD 

“DIFFICULT ROADS OFTEN LEAD 

“DIFFICULT ROADS OFTEN LEAD 

TO BEAUTIFUL DESTINATIONS”
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Miss Radcliffe—English  

I’ve really enjoyed working with the 
I’ve really enjoyed working with the 
I’ve really enjoyed working with the 
I’ve really enjoyed working with the class of 2017.  There were laughs 
class of 2017.  There were laughs 
class of 2017.  There were laughs 
class of 2017.  There were laughs and tears along the way but we got 
and tears along the way but we got 
and tears along the way but we got 
and tears along the way but we got there in the end.  there in the end.  there in the end.  there in the end.      
GOOD LUCK TO ALL OF YOU AS 
GOOD LUCK TO ALL OF YOU AS 
GOOD LUCK TO ALL OF YOU AS 
GOOD LUCK TO ALL OF YOU AS YOU CONTINUE WITH YOUR 
YOU CONTINUE WITH YOUR 
YOU CONTINUE WITH YOUR 
YOU CONTINUE WITH YOUR OWN JOURNEY.  BE SAFE AND 
OWN JOURNEY.  BE SAFE AND 
OWN JOURNEY.  BE SAFE AND 
OWN JOURNEY.  BE SAFE AND HAPPYHAPPYHAPPYHAPPY    

Mr Wade—Maths 

“Everyone has inside of them a piece of good news.  The good news is that you 

don’t know how great you can be.  How much you can love!  What you can accom-
plish! And what your potential is! ”  

(Anne Frank) 
Good luck Year 11, never underestimate yourselves -Mrs Punnett 

Good Luck to our Year 11 Leavers …….. 



 

8n the *8
th

 of :une of *='7 a number of students, from The 

#ridge Centre were privileged to have a guided tour of 1dgbas-

ton Cricket &tadium by a veteran player called Rick. 

Fe showed great enthusiasm and gra$tude for our visit, taking 

us around the stadium, even taking us to places that the gen-

eral public wouldn’t have the privilege to see. 

Rick engaged all of us with his passion for the game even 

though some of us had no interest in cricket. Fe captured our 

a7en$on with interes$ng stories from the game. 

8ur students showed great interest asking lots of 4ues$ons.  

Their behaviour was e!emplary during the two hours tour. 

3t the end of the tour Rick offered us $ckets for a cricket 

“T*=” game at the 1dgbaston Cricket &tadium.     



 

8n '=th :uly pupils visited :ennifer Collier’s 0alleryH DInit Twelve’ in &tafford. :ennifer Collier is a local ar$st who has led the way in 

the upcycling revolu$on in art and craJ.  3ll of :ennifer Collier’s work is made, folded and manipulated from paper. Ising books, 

maps, envelopes, wallpaper or scrap paper she transforms and s$tches it to create decora$ve ob)ects.  “0iving new life to things that 

would otherwise go unloved or be thrown away,” is central to her prac$ce. 

:ennifer Collier 3rt Workshop 



 

The Bridge Centre has been involved in an exciting project for The Lichfield Festival.  This July 

Lichfield has been full of Hares and Tortoises which form a trail around the city. We were lucky 

enough to have our very own Hare which we named ‘Bad Hare Day’. Pupils were involved in this pro-

ject from the design stage to the final painting. Our hare has been displayed at Melbourne Coffee 

Shop which is in the alleyway between the B&M carpark and Market Square. He was auctioned off 

for our chosen charity, Birmingham Children’s Hospital, on 15th July.   He raised £260.00 

The Hare & The Hare & 

The Tortoise The Tortoise 

Art ProjectArt Project  



 

Students have been taking part in a variety of motorcycle mechanics and are working well to-

ward their qualification. Some of the topics they have covered this term include; identifying mo-

torcycle components, keeping safe in the garage, carrying out pre ride checks and routine servic-

ing tasks. Congratulations to Liam Turner who recently completed his level 1 NOCN unit in Mo-

torcycle Mechanics Processes and Practices.  In the next few weeks, students are looking for-

ward to taking part in our Fix Up Lichfield Project. This aims to give students an experience of 

learning motocross whilst helping to provide a positive activity to take part in during the summer 

holidays.  



 



 

 

1!amina$on Results  

available in school on  

Thursday *(
th

 3ugust from  

'= - '*pm 

ANYONE UNABLE TO COLLECT 

THEIR RESULTS IN PERSON 

MUST MAKE SCHOOL AWARE 

BEFOREHAND AND ARRANGE-

MENTS WILL BE MADE TO 

POST THEM HOME. 

STOP PRESS 

• Have you changed your mobile 

phone number? 

• Have you changed work recently? 

• Have you moved house? 

Do we have a current e-mail address? 

Then, please contact us so that 

we can update our records to 

enable us to contact you quick-

ly and efficiently should we 

need to do so. 

Many Thanks 

BRIDGE SCHOOL  

DRESS CODE 

Iniform consists of 

• #lack trousers/skirts (no )eans).   

 

• Leggings are acceptable providing they are of substan-

$al 4uality.  

 

• Pale blue polo shirt 

 

• #lack sweatshirt/cardigan 

 

• #lack shoes or plain black trainers. 

 

• #ridge Logo black hoodies (for Yr '')   

 

&tudent 2edica$on 

9f the school holds medica$on for your child to 

self-administer, could you please ensure that 

these medica$ons are kept up to date.  9f your 

child is unable to self-administer the medica-

$on, a parental agreement form, which may be 

picked up from the school o-ce, must be com-

pleted.   

PLEASE KEEP SCHOOL INFORMED OF CHANGES 

IN YOUR CHILD’S MEDICATION 

PLEASE MAY WE REMIND STUDENTS 

THAT THEY ARE NOT PERMITTED TO 

SMOKE OR LIGHT UP A CIGARETTE 

WITHIN THE SCHOOL BOUNDARIES 



 

TERM DATES & INSET DAYS 2017-18 

Monday 4th September 2017 INSET DAY- School closed to all students 

Tuesday 5th September 2017 INSET DAY- School closed to all students 

Wednesday 6th September 2017 AUTUMN TERM BEGINS for KS3 and KS4 students 

Monday 11th September 2017 AUTUMN TERM BEGINS for KS1 and KS2 students 

Monday 25th September 2017 INSET DAY- School closed to all students 

Friday 20th October 2017 Break up for Autumn Half Term Holiday 

Monday 30th October 2017 School re-opens 

Friday 10th November 2017 INSET DAY- School closed to all students 

Thursday 14th December 2017 Parents Evening all students—16:00-18:00 

Tuesday 19th December 2017  Break up for Christmas Holiday 

Wednesday 3rd January 2018 SPRING TERM BEGINS 

Friday 16th February 2018 INSET DAY- School closed to all students 

 

For further informa9on: such as term dates: emergency school closures: free school meals: bus travel  and more;;;;<< 

please visit Staffordshire<gov<uk 

 

IS YOUR CHILD ELIGIBLE FOR FREE SCHOOL MEALS? 
Apply online at:  https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/education/educationalawardsbenefits/FreeSchoolMeals/Apply.aspx 




