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Merry Christmas!

In December we held a Christmas Jumper Day to support local charity Hartlepool Special
Needs Support Group raising £225. We have supported their jumper day event for the last eig
years raising in excess of £7100. On the same day, our catering staff served a delicious
Christmas Dinner. A festive treat day for all.

Advent is a season of joy, hope, peace and love. As we approach Christmas and
anﬁc\'pa_‘e the birth of Jesus our school has been filled with laughter, friendship and
generosity.

This academic year students, staff and parents have taken part in many activities
and events that continue to celebrate our values and virtues. Thank you for
supporting our school charity DS43 and for helping with Foodbank donations.

EMS Live, Sixth Form Awards Evening, Christmas Carol Service, the Christmas Tree Blessing to name a
few of our celebrations have been wonderful opportunities to come together as a school community.

Our final Newsletter of 2022 is testament to all the hard work and enthusiasm of students and staff who
embrace opportunities, new learning and the joy of working together.

From all the students and staff, | wish you and your families a very happy and holy Christmas.




We'll start this newsletter where we left off from the last academic year and start by celebrating
the excellent achievements of the Year 11 and 13 students who collected results in the summer.

GCSE Results

We are extremely proud of last year's Year
11 students and the results they achieved.
The number of students leaving with a grade
4 (old C grade) in English and Maths
improved from 2019 (when students last sat
an external exam). The attainment of our
students also increased. Special mentions go
to Rohan Kishore and Gracie Young who
both achieved 8 GCSEs at grade 9, the
highest grade possible.

There were so many students who achieved
outstanding results and individual success
and we are exiremely proud of them all. We
are also overjoyed that so many of our
students are still with us studying A level and
BTEC quadlifications in the sixth form.

Read more on the website:
https://ems.bhcet.org.uk/gcse-results-2022/

A Level Results

As we reflect upon our Year 13 leavers'time with us, we are filled with immense pride. The
strength, resilience and fortitude demonstrated by these young people is something to behold. It
is qualities such as these which will take them far. Here's a highlight of some individual successes.
Read more: https://ems.bhcet.org.uk/a-level-results-2022/

Jamie, who joined us from
St Hild's school, is living his
dream of studying Dentistry
at Liverpool University after
achieving three A grades.

27257 Two A* grades in English
* Language and
Psychology, secured
Ella’s place at
Manchester University to
study French and Russian.

After achieving a
Distinction*, Distinction and
A*, Jorja took up her place
at her first-choice university,
Teesside, to study Adult
Nursing.

© A fantastic set of results for
Anna has opened

the door for her to study
English Literature at
Newcastle University. She
collected 3 A grades.

Grades of A*, A, B gave John
the opportunity to join
Liverpool University to

study Business Management
with a year in industry.

Molly acheived A*, A*, Bin
Art & Design, Photography
and English Language.
She's currently studying
Fine Art at Liverpool St.
John University.
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) Languages with our MFL department with an MFL
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4 Breakfast and a 'Whodunnit event where students

We caught up with our Year 13 scientists who were | had to solve a puzzle set by GCHQ, they learnt
working hard proving that electrons are moving about different careers involving languages and
through chlorophyll during photosynthetic reactions. | they had a taster session in Modern Greek.

Following on from his portrait of Queen
Elizabeth Il that we showcased in a
previous newsletter, Stan has been busy
creating a portrait of King Charles Il

New for this year are Virtues
awards. Here are the first
two students fo ever
receive them. If student
receives 10 achievement
points for a virtue, they
receive a bronze award, 25
for a Silver and 50 gets
them a Gold award
Well done fo Isheansu and
Harlyn!
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Students visited York university for the Shine Summit and had a
wonderful and interesting day with tutorials on dedling with
pressures and expectations, a session on metacognition and
learning methods and help with identifying their own strengths
and what energises them. At the end of the day the students
allreceived a revision pack full of resources to help organise
their study time.
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Students have become anti-bullying
ambassadors, receiving the Diana Award
for young people who work to improve the
lives of others, offering peer-to-peer support
to any child who may feel they have issues
at school or with friends outside of school’

Head teacher Sara Crawshaw said: “Our
school virtues include compassion and
justice. We want all students to feel that they,
have someone to talk fo when they have
any difficulties. We have a strong PSHE
programme and assemblies o share these
values and to sign post help when a student
may need exira support’

The school has joined the Anti-Bullying
Association, fo reinforce how important it is
to ‘Be Kind'. This partnership has seen staff
and students undertake specialist training,
including a recent session with former
footballer Martin Gray on how to tackle
racism. We are dlso part of the Anna freud
Programme fo support Positive Mental
Health.

Assistant Head Teacher Glenn McLintock
has led on student well-being. He has
coordinated the fraining of over 40
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors and programme
ofactivities fo create a culture that
challenges bullying. Mr McLintock said “It is
wonderful fo see so many students involved
in supporting each other and working with
professional organisations to gain
accreditation for their great work. These
young people are fantastic role models,
and we are very proud of them’

NN >
Students in Year 7-12 have worked fogether to take partin a
technology project for Anti-Bullying Week. Year 12 students, Tily
and Holly, explain "For Anti Buling week we have faken
handprints made by Key Stage 3 and 4 with anfi-buliing
messages and quotes to create an outfit, We worked as a feam
to create a look that was eye catching to create awareness for
anti-bulling. Creating a bold outfit allows the garment to be
noficed to demonstrate that bulling isn't something to hide. We
used our Textiles skills to create this look and hope people stand
up against bulling.”

Taking the school motto *Per Unitatem Virtus' as their
inspiration, students at EMS have launched the Strength
Through Unity Group.

The group will celebrate diversity and promote positive
inclusion by talking about issues that are important to
young people foday.

Head teacher Sara Crawshaw said: “Students will meet
regularly to talk about inclusion and all aspects of their
lives that matter to them. Care for each other and human
dignity is central fo our mission as a school. This group is a
proactive and joyful in their approach to celebrating
diversity and bringing students of all ages together.
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We held our annual Advent Wreath Making competition. Every team did a fantastic job of their wreaths and left a
tough job for our judges. The final decision was Tst - JB, 2nd - JI, 3rd - AL, 4th - MC, 5th - TM. The wreaths have been
placed in key locations around school: St Anne's Hall, School Chapel, Mrs Crawshaw's Office, Main Reception and
the Sixth Form Common Room. Well done to everyone who took part.

Year 12 Biologists
created some serial
dilutions of sucrose
solutions which
enabled them to plot
calibration curves.
From there, they
identified the isotonic
concentrations which
were then used to find
the water potential of
plant fissue.
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Our Year 11 Football Team

won the Team of the Year
award at the Harflepool

Pre e i Sports Awards which further

recognises their outstanding

achievements last season at

national finalists

In the 'Secondary Rising Star
category, Ava was named
as runner up, with Sonny
being crowned as winner.
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A 'Confirmation Breakfast' was held to
celebrate with students who confirmed
their faith in a ceremony at St Joseph's

Church. Students had a lovely breakfast
and were presented with gifts from the
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[ Year 7 &8 athletics teams represented EMS with distinction at the
Harflepool Schools Sportshall Athletics Competition. Our Year 7 girs and!
Year 8 boys feams have qualfiied for the Tees Valley Finals in January!

15 bags of Christmas Hampers were
delivered fo the Riverside Stadium ready
to be distributed to our § allocated families
around Teesside and Hartlepool in fime for
Christmas as part of the Cause Foundation
Christmas Hampers project.

A Sixth Form Leadership Group has been elected at EMS and it is already having an impact on student life.

The body meets regulariy with the school's senior leadership team to discuss issues identified as important to their
studies and it has been instrumental in highlighting a variety of new ideas.

English Martyrs has already signed up to be an official ‘School of Sanctuary’ as project that will offer hospitality and
support fo students who move info the UK seeking asylum. “The sixih formers feel strongly that we have a culture
those who are seeking sanctuary,” said head teacher Sara Crawshaw.

“We are now working with the charity to create support, challenge misconceptions and fo further enhance our care
for those in need.”

Sixth Form students are also influencing improvements to their facilities and curriculum.

An increase in teaching fime has given Key Stage 5 students more contact fime with specidlist staff. A level classes
have increased in contact time from four to five hours a week. New subjects have been offered including
Government & Politics, Sociology and Cambridge National Sport.

A student suggestion box has been affective in capturing student voice and improving the facilties. A newly
refurbished common room and study area, along with improved catering has been driven by our fantastic students.

Mrs Crawshaw added: “Our Sixth Formers are briliant ambassadors. They are dll dedicated young people who work
in partnership with the SLT to ensure we continually stiive invest in our school and wider community. They are making
areal difference to school life and are enhancing their communications and organisational skills along the way. We
are very proud of them’
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Our Year 8 Football team overcame the
weather, playing conditions and player
absences to win 4-1 against Hebburn. The
boys progress info the Quarter Findls of the
Joicey Cup.
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We held a short service fo bless and switch on our Christmas Tree
which fakes pride of place in the foyer of the school building.
Special thank you o Chair of Governors, Sue Harrison for coming in
to celebrate with us and bigger thanks go Mr Wilson and his site
team for their hard work putfing up and dressing the free. They
have done @ wonderful job!

Year 9 Biologists
used their
practical skl to
create asslide of
aspecimen. They
then practised
their microscopy
skills and created
some fantastic
images at x100
magnification

A group of our Year 8 and 9 students visited
the Darington Hippodrome fo see a
presentation by Tim Peake, a Bitish Astronaut.
The students were shown exclusive footage
and privileged to hear some sfories about Tim
Peake's journey fo becoming an Astronaut.

Students gave us
another stunning night of
live music as EMS Live
retumed to the St Anne’s
stage with students
performing songs from
fim and stage

An incredible showcase
of talent from students in
years 7-13, with some
performing for the very
first time.
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December brought a lovely surprise! When purchased new water fountains for our school site from AquAid Water
Coolers, we didn't redlise just how much the EMS community was going fo change the lives of others. For years, this
wonderful company have donated millions of pounds o Christian Aid and The Africa Trust and our contract allowed
them fo sponsor an Elephant Water Pump in Zimbabwe in our name. What's more a company representative
arived fo school with a lovely picture and letter from a 12 year old boy, Tinashe, who lives in the village that we are
helping.

Over 70 students from EMS, have signed up to the
Duke of Edinburgh Award, which aims to empower
young people by developing new skills, overcoming
obstacles and building their confidence and
resiience.

Careers lead Rebecca Leighton said: “We are so
excited about this and | can't wait to see how such a
group of enthusiastic students rise to the many
challenges that this briliant award offers.

“We are thrilled by how many students, from all year groups, want to be involved in DofE which will see them take
part in arange of activities fo develop their skills, help the community and go on expedition.”

Head teacher Sara Crawshaw added: “The beauty of DofE is that it challenges students in a fun and rewarding way,
boosts their self-confidence, independence and leadership skills and improves their CV, while encouraging them to
be active and outdoors.

If students at EMS are interested in the Duke of Edinburgh award, please speak to Miss Leighton.
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Sixth Form Award Winners

Towards the end of the term, we held an awards evening to celebrate the achievement of the Year 13 students
who left EMS6 in the summer. Not all of the students could make it back to collect their awards, however, many of
them didn't allow bad weather or train strikes stop them from attending. Other awards were collected by parents
on their behalf.

We were privileged to have former student Sian Harison join us for the evening. Sian Harrison is a journdlist and
author who lives in London, but will always call Hartlepool home. She has spent most of her career reporting on
courts and is the Law Ediitor for the Press Association, the national news agency for the UK and Ireland. She is dlso
co-author of McNae's Essential Law for Journalists, affectionately known in the industry as "the journdlists' bible”’,

Sian addressed the students, specking affectionately about her fime at EMS and the community she has clways
felt a part of. She encouraged them fo work hard and enforced that the virtues we encourage in school will stand
them in good stead.

After the address, we moved into the presentation of the awards. Awards were given for a range of academic
and cultural achievements including exceling within individual subjects, enhancing the school community,
attendance and recognising the many individual successes

The presence of many former colleagues and special guests presenting awards made the evening a special
occasion to be remembered for fime fo come.
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Dear Parents/ Carers

As we celebrate this Advent season and look forward to the Christmas holidays, | would like fo reflect on this
academic year so far and share some information for the New Year.

Students have taken part in arich and varied learning in lessons and taken part in an exciting programme of
enrichment activities and frips. Please congratulate your child on their hard work and wilingness to get
involved in new opportunities.

Our students have shown leadership and character by establishing committees where they lead on important
issues. The Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, The Sirength Though Unity Team, Prefects, House and Sports Captains
have been active in supporting others and ensuring that our values of compassion and justice, respect and
responsibility, honesty and self-belief, confidence and resilience are modelled and celebrated. They are a
crediit 1o the school and fo their families. Students have achieved over 50,500 positive Class Chart points o
date, and we are continuing fo build our reward system 1o acknowledge and celebrate work ethic and
ethos.

A huge thank you fo parents/carers who have attended information evenings, Parents' Evenings, EMS Live and
been part of Parents' Forum. Your generous i cannot be i

Some reminders and updates
Please make sure we have the most up-to-date contact details for you and that you have downloaded our
school App. https://ems.bhcet.org.uk/school-app/ Please ensure you have returned the data collection and
consent forms that allow us to communicate with you efficiently.

Given the recent reports on Strep A and Scarlet Fever please find a link to Public Health advice
hitps://ems.bhcet.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Scarlet-Fever-HBC-Letter.pdf

The single lunchtime has worked well and from January 2023 we will move to a 50-minute lunch. This allows for
students to have their dinner and to do a club should they wish to.

We return to school on Wednesday 4' January 2023. The school start and end times remain the same (8.45am-
3.15pm) We return on Week A.
«  Please ensure your child wears full school uniform and has a planner.
* Students must attend school every day. School will contact you if your child's attendance talls below
95%.

We appreciate that Christmas can be a time of joy, but also for some a fime of worry or stress. If you need
support in anyway, please do not hesitate fo contact your child's Pastoral Leader.

Wishing you and your family a happy and peaceful Christmas.
Kind wishes
Soen Crawskew

Mrs Crawshaw

A Member of

b Bishop
EMS ) Hogarth

Catholic Equcation Trust

Toust

The Headlands, Darington, DL3 BRW
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Communication & Useful Information

Address: 1 .
The English Martyrs Catholic School Accessmg our sysfems from home:
and Sixth Form College, Catcote Road,

Hartlepool, TS25 4HA School Cloud (Parents Evenings):

https://englishmartyrs.schoolcloud.co.uk/
Telephone: 01429 273790

; Student Email & Teams:

Email: admin@ems.bhcet.org.uk " N .
Website: http://ems.bhcet.org.uk https://ems.bhcet.org.uk/microsoft-teams-school-email/
School Office Opening Hours: patent bay:

https://www.| tpay.:
Monday to Friday - 8am - 4:30pm psi// parentpay.com/

School App

—
—
At EMS we have a school app I v I I Ed

which is a fast and efficient
two-way communication tool.

Connecting parents, students and schools

It also gives you daily
Aftendance, Behaviour &
Achievement data, direct links
to Holidays, Parents’ Evenings,
Parent Pay, Events, Timetable,
Reports & more

Everything you need at your
fingerios. | Stepl:é# ] Step2: | Step3 |

Go to your app store Search for My Ed Download the app

If you have any questions or queries please contact Mr. Hope
(shope@ems.bhcet.org.uk) & he will be able fo get you up and running in no fime.

We're social...

Follow us on your favourite social media channels

Facebook.com/

@ems_hartlepool Find and Subscribe on @ems_hartlepool

fF @ By
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