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EYFS Progression of Skills – Expressive Art and Design
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Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 
Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make. 
Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them. 
Join different materials and explore different textures. 
Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.
Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details. 
Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 
Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc.
Explore colour and colour-mixing. 
	Reception 
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.
Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills.
	Early Learning Goal 
Creating with materials- ELG 
Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function.
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.



	Painting Development

Control of paintbrushes
 
	Holds a paintbrush/ printing tools in the palm of the hand. 
	Holds the paintbrush with the correct grip with some reminders.
	Correctly holds and uses a fine brush to paint. 
	Uses good control to correctly hold and paint carefully in the lines.
	Uses very good control to correctly hold and paint carefully in the lines

	Use of tools
	Holds a paintbrush/ printing tools in the palm of the hand. 
	Uses thick brushes. 
	Uses thin brushes to add detail (eg dots, lines, ect) and holds the brush with a tripod grip. 
	Independently selects additional tools to add details and improvements to pictures, e.g., stamps and rollers. 

	Colour
	Uses pre-made paints and is able to name most colours.
	Mixes primary colours (red, yellow and blue) to appropriate consistency.
	Uses primary colours to make secondary colours, e.g. green, orange and purple.
	Explores tint by adding black or white.
	Mixes and matches to a specific colour or shade needed.

	Technique- painting and drawing
	Makes marks by drawing circles and lines. Does not always give meaning.
	Paints enclosed spaces using lines and gives meaning. Draws faces/bodies with basic features.
	Paints bodies and shapes for objects that are an appropriate size and have some features.
	Paints with detail including finer details such as fingers, ears, hair styles or items onto features.
	Paints from observation by making a careful study and then includes features and details in the pictures.

	Collage
	Collage includes all one texture, with larger pieces and gaps between
	Tears media into smaller pieces, but with gaps between
	Using smaller pieces and fewer gaps.
	Layering of pieces with a wider range of textures.

	Joining
	Uses glue sticks/glue spatulas to join pieces.
	Joins items in a variety of ways, sellotape, hole punches, string, glue, masking tape and ribbon.
	Joins items which are cut, torn and glued. Uses techniques such as slots, braces, tabs and ties, with some support.

	Making
	Creates my own piece of art -picture or model.
	Creates my own piece of art -picture or model and gives meaning.
	Creates my own piece of art with some details, and I begin to self-correct any mistakes.
	I review my own work. I discuss strengths and areas for improvement. I make considered improvements.

	Sculpture
	I can explore the clay/ dough.
	I can make marks in the clay/ dough.
	I can manipulate the clay/ dough by squashing, rolling, pinching, twisting and cutting.
	I can make something and give meaning to it.
	I use a variety of techniques, shapes and shapes to sculpt. I can select additional materials to incorporate and enhance my model.

	Scissors
	I can hold the scissors and open and close the blades.
Bouncy scissors to support
	I can make small snips into the paper.
	I can snip the paper and move the scissors forward.
	I am beginning to cut along the paper with support from a helping hand holding the paper.
Double guidance scissors
	I can cut along a straight line, and I am improving in accuracy.
Small scissors
	I can cut a curved line.
	I can cut a circle shape, cutting around the shape with round edges. I can cut out a square shape.
	I can cut around complex shapes such as people becoming closer to the edges.

	Readiness for Year 1:
Hold tools like pencils, paint brushes, scissors with increasing precision
Experiment with using different everyday and art materials to explore colour, texture and form.
To explore their ideas and imagination by creating drawings, paintings and sculptures.
To explore creating designs and artwork on a range of scales. 
To explore a range of techniques to draw, paint, print and sculpt to help them create art work. 
Recognising and exploring the colour, patterns and shapes in other artist’s work. 
Expressing opinions and feelings in response to their own art work and other artist’s work. 
Sharing their work with other people, talking about what they have created it.
To make / build / construct objects using a variety of materials.




	BEING EXPRESSIVE (DRAMA/ROLE PLAY)

	Nursery (3-4 years) 
Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar.
Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc.
Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.  
	Reception 
Develop storylines in their pretend play.
Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.
	Early Learning Goal 
Being imaginative and expressive- ELG . . Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

Creating with materials- ELG 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.

	Small World/
Role play
	I can explore simple small worlds such as farms, castles, doll’s houses and garages.
I play with familiar resources, e.g., items in the Home Corner.
	I can take part in pretend play using objects to represent something else that may not be similar. I use my own experiences to develop simple storylines.
	I can use my imagination to develop my own storylines
	I can use my experiences, songs and learnt stories to develop storylines.




	Music, singing and dancing

	Nursery (3-4 years) 
Listen with increased attention to sounds
Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.
Remember and sing entire songs.
Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). 
Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down, and up) of familiar songs.
Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know.
Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas.
	Reception 
Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.
Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups..
	Early Learning Goal 
Being imaginative and expressive- ELG . 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

	Singing and Dancing
	I can use my voice for whispering, speaking, singing, and shouting.
Beginning to move to music.

	I can experiment with changing my voice with different tempos, pitch, and dynamics. 
I can sing part/ most of some familiar songs.
 I know some of the words. I can sing in a small group.
Copies basic actions
	I can join in with singing songs with changes to pitch, tempo, or dynamics. 
I can sing a whole familiar nursery rhyme and familiar song.
 I can sing in a group and keep in time.
Learns short routines, beginning to match pace.

	I can show some control in using my singing voice to create changes in dynamics, tempo, or pitch.
 I can sing in a group and match the pitch and follow the melody.
I can sing in tune and keep to the beat.
Replicates performances.




	Exploring and playing instruments 
Composition of music
	I can explore how to make sounds using body percussion and percussion instruments.
 I am beginning to name a few familiar instruments, e.g., drum, keyboard or guitar.
	I can copy and join in with a simple beat on a percussion instrument. 
I can describe the sounds that I make in simple terms such as loud, quiet, fast, or slow.
	I can experiment with playing percussion and body instruments and changing the dynamics, pitch, or tempo.
I can play a simple composition by following a sequence of some simple symbols, pictures or patterns
	I can show some control in playing percussion instruments to create changes in dynamics, tempo, or pitch.
I can compose, adapt, and play my own composition/tune using simple symbols, pictures or patterns.


	Listening and responding to Music
	I enjoy listening to music or performances.
	Shares likes and dislikes about performances or music.
	I can talk about how music makes me feel.
	I can talk about emotions in the music, e.g., This music sounds happy, sad, or scary
	I can talk about what a piece of music reminds me of.

	Readiness for Year One:
To join in with singing familiar songs and rhymes.
To make up songs and rhymes of their own.
To match the pitch of their voice to the pitch of the song they are singing.
To listen to live and recorded music, hearing lyrics, rhymes and instruments.
To listen to live and recorded music, hearing changes in tempo, rhythm and dynamics.
To respond to live and recorded music, expressing how it makes them feel, and what it makes them imagine.
To respond to music, including individual instruments with movement and dance
To match movements to the rhythm and pulse of a piece of music
To explore the range of sounds made by different instruments.
To use a range of percussive instruments to enhance songs and rhymes.
To know the names of instruments that they have explored and used.
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