
A Guide to 
Key Stage 2 SATs

2026



Aims
• Understand what our children will be tested on and 

the format of the tests

• Know what we are doing to support your child in class

• Have an increased understanding about the results and 
teacher assessment

• Know how as parents you can help and support



What are the Key Stage 2 Tests?

Children in Year 6, at the end of Key Stage 2 will take National 
Curriculum assessments in:

• English grammar, punctuation and spelling
• English reading
• Mathematics

There are no tests for English writing or science at the end of Key 
Stage 2, but performance in these subjects will be reported as a 
teacher assessment judgement.



For the academic year 2025-2026 the tests will be 
scheduled to take place from 11th-14th of May



Reading Paper

The reading test is a single paper based on three 
passages of text, which your child will have one hour, 

including reading time, to complete.

The texts will be a mixture of fiction, non-fiction and 
poetry with questions answered on a separate booklet.





SPaG Test

Paper 1: A grammar and punctuation test lasting 45 minutes.

This paper will test children’s knowledge of grammatical terms 
and sentence structure and their use of language in the right 
context.

Paper 2: Tests your child’s spelling and will assess them on 20 
words from the spelling rules taught across KS2.





Writing

Writing is assessed 
through teacher 

assessment.
The children will 

undertake a number of 
independent pieces of 

writing, which the teacher 
will assess against 

objectives to determine 
whether a child has met 

the age-related 
expectation.



Maths Test

Paper 1: An arithmetic test, assessing your child’s number and 
calculation skills. The test lasts for 30 minutes, and they will have 
to answer 36 questions.

Paper 2 & 3: This test assesses your child’s reasoning skills. It 
covers the wider areas of mathematics such as geometry and 
statistics, as well as using arithmetic and number knowledge to 
solve problems.





Confidence – What is this asking 
me to do?



Multi step 
problems

 - annotate 



Data can be presented in 
different ways for the 

children to collect in order to 
answer a question



Results
In KS2, the papers are marked externally, and results are sent to the school in July 

and will be reported to parents in the end of year report.

Each child receives a raw score, a scaled score and confirmation of whether they have 
achieved the national standard.

The range of scaled scores available for each KS2 test ranges from 80, the lowest 
possible scaled score to 120, the highest possible scaled score.

A scaled score of 100 or more means that the child has met the expected standard.

  



Working below the expected standard

Working towards the expected standard

Working at the expected standard

Working at greater depth



How will we be preparing 
pupils for the SATs



Preparing for SATs in school

• English & Maths revision lessons 

• Regular Home Learning

• TTRS

• Mock SATs

• Practice Papers

• Intervention/booster  groups 



In order for them to feel more familiar with the format and 
confident during the tests, we will continue to:

• Give pupils opportunities to practice and discuss different 
types of questions 

• Use texts/tasks that will revise and extend their knowledge 

• Provide in class support and challenge

• Provide opportunities for writing for extended periods



How can you help?



Breakfast



Questions
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