
History Knowledge Planner  

 

Reception 

All About Me  

Timeline  

• I know that my parents and grandparents are 

older than me.   

• I know that my brother/sister is older/younger 

than me.   

 

Events  

• I know the date of my birthday.  

 

Experience  

• I know that before I came to The Lanes I went to 

a nursery or pre-school.   

 

Vocabulary  

• Before  

• After than  

• Date  

• Birthday  

 

Traditional Tales  

Timeline  

• I know that some stories were written a long 

time ago.   

 

Experience  

• I know that life was different a long time ago.  

  

Vocabulary  

• Long ago  

Seaside Holidays  

Timeline  

• I know that the holidays I am looking at 

happened before I was born.   

 

People and Places  

• I can name a seaside place that has changed.   

 

Experience  

• I know that people wore different clothes in the 

past.   

• I know that people played different games.   

• I know that people ate different things when 

they were on holiday.   

• I know how people used to travel to get to the 

seaside.   

• I know that people sang different songs in the 

past.   

• I know that people used different things to help 

them relax, such as a bathing machine.   

 

Vocabulary  

• In the past  

• Different  

• Travel  

• Change  

• Born  

 



Year 1  

How has life for children changed since my 

grandparents were little?  

Timeline  

• I know that people who are older than me were 

born before I was alive.   

 

People and Places  

• I know that Elizabeth II became queen in 1953.   

• I know that Elizabeth II was queen when my 

parents and grandparents were born.    

 

Events  

• I know the year I was born.  

 

Experience  

• I know that, when my grandparents were little, 

people didn’t have computers and mobile 

phones hadn’t been invented.    

• I know that people did have TVs, washing 

machines and cars.   

• I know that if people wanted to watch a film, 

they went to the cinema or had to buy or rent a 

video.   

• I know that most toys were not electronic.   

• I know that some of the toys I play with today 

were around then too.   

• I know that people used cameras to take 

photographs and very few people could make 

videos.   

 

Vocabulary  

• History  

• Now  

• Year  

• Earlier  

• Later  

• Technology  

• Electronic  

• Similar  

• Same  

Castles  

Timeline  

• I know that many castles were built during 

Medieval Times.   

• I know that Medieval Times happened a long 

time ago, long before anyone we know was 

born.   

 

People and Places  

• I know the names of some castles including 

Nottingham Castle and Tamworth Castle.   

• I know that England was ruled by a King during 

Medieval times.   

 

Events  

• I know that in The War of The Roses people 

couldn’t decide who should be king so they 

fought many battles.  

 

Experience  

• I know that castles were built in places that 

were easy to defend.  

• I know that castles usually had a keep and 

bailey (outer wall).   

• I know and can name some of a castle’s 

defensive features (for example drawbridge, 

portcullis, battlements)  

• I know that castles usually belonged to Lords 

and Ladies, who were very important people.   

• I know that many people lived in castles and 

each had different jobs.   

• I know that knights wore armour and fought in 

wars and tournaments.   

• I know that castles were a safe place for people 

who lived nearby to go to if there was a war.  

 

Vocabulary  

• Castle  

• Medieval  

• Lord  

• Lady  



Year 1  

  

Dinosaurs 

Timeline  

• I know that dinosaurs lived a very long time ago.   

Experience  

• I know that people were not alive at the same 

time as dinosaurs.   

• I know that we study fossils to learn about 

dinosaurs.  

  

• Knight  

• Moat  

• Battle  

• Safe place   

• Defence  

• Keep  

• Bailey  

• Tournament   

   



Year 2 

 

The Great Fire of London  

Timeline  

• I know that the GFOL began on 2nd September 

1666.   

• I know that the GFOL happened a long time 

before my parents were born but after 

Medieval Times.  

People and Places  

• I know Samuel Pepys wrote a diary about the 

GFOL.  

• I know that Charles II was the king.  

• I know that London was our Capital City in 

1666 and still is today.  

Events  

• I know that the fire started in a bakery in 

Pudding Lane.   

• I know that the fire spread quickly because it 

was windy and the houses were wooden and 

very close together.   

• I know that most of London was destroyed and 

many people lost their homes.  

Experience  

• I know people tried to put the fire out with 

buckets, squirts, fire hooks and explosives.  

• I know that most people escaped the fire and 

took some belongings with them.   

• I know that, after the fire, London was rebuilt 

differently to make it safer.  

• I know that most people were Christians and 

many believed that the fire happened because 

God was unhappy with the people of London.    

• I know that paintings, maps, artefacts and SP’s 

diary are good evidence of what happened.   

Vocabulary  

• Bakery  

• Destroyed  

• Diary  

• Evidence  

• Artefact  

• Christian  

• Pudding Lane  

• Thames  

• Squirt  

• Bucket  

• Fire hook  

Florence Nightingale  

Timeline  

• I know that Florence Nightingale was alive during 

Victorian times.   

• I know that this was after the GFOL.   

People and Places  

• I know who Florence Nightingale was and that 

she helped to make hospitals better.   

• I know that Queen Victoria was on the Throne.  

• I know that Florence Nightingale travelled from 

Britain to The Crimea.   

Events  

• I know that many British troops went to fight in 

The Crimean War and many were injured.  

• I know that Florence Nightingale took many 

nurses to the Crimea to work in the hospitals.   

Experience  

• I know that hospitals were very dirty places and 

this caused lots of sickness.   

• I know that, at first, the doctors didn’t want 

Florence Nightingale to help because she was a 

woman.   

• I know that Florence Nightingale’s nurses kept 

the hospital clean and gave soldiers better food.   

• I know that being a nurse was a tough job.  

• I know that the improvements Florence 

Nightingale made meant more soldiers 

recovered.  

• I know that Florence Nightingale set up a school 

for Nursing in London.   

Vocabulary  

• Crimea  

• War  

• Scutari  

• Soldier  

• Injured  

• Wound  

• Disease  



Year 2 

• Explosives   • Hygiene  

• Recover  

• Nursing  

• Hospital  

• Medicine  

 

 

  



Year 3 

 

Stone Age to Iron Age  

Timeline  

• I know that we call this time period prehistory.   

• I know that the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron 

Age happened ‘Before Christ,’ which is a very 

long time ago.  

• I know that the Stone Age came first, then the 

Bronze, then the Iron Age.   

 

People and Places  

• I know the names of some significant 

prehistoric sights such as Stone Henge and 

Creswell Crags.  

 

Experience  

• I know that at the beginning of the Stone Age, 

people were nomadic and survived by hunting 

and gathering.  

• I know that during the Stone Age people made 

tools from flint and animal bones.   

• I know that by the end of the Stone Age, people 

lived in farms and settlements.   

• I know that people made items, including tools, 

from bronze during the Bronze Age and Iron 

during the Iron Age.  

• I know that trade was very important during the 

Bronze and Iron Ages.  

• I know that ritual became important during the 

Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages because of the 

stone circles and burial mounds people left 

behind.  

• I know that Iron Age people lived in tribes 

around a hill fort and that sometimes tribes 

fought each other.  

 

Vocabulary  

• Prehistory  

• Nomadic  

• Hunting and gathering  

• Settlement  

• Tribe   

Ancient Greece  

Timeline  

• I know that the Ancient Greece Civilisation 

began around 800BC and ended in 146BC and 

this was about the same time as the Iron Age in 

Britain.  

 

People and Places  

• I know the name of some important Greek 

figures such as Alexander the Great, Homer and 

Hippocrates.  

• I know that two of the most well-known city 

states were Athens and Sparta.   

• I know that the Mediterranean Sea was very 

important to Greek people as they used it to 

trade and find new land.  

 

Events  

• I know that the first Olympics were held in 

Olympia in 776BC.   

 

Experience  

• I know that Greece was divided into city states, 

which had their own laws but spoke the same 

language.  

• I know that Athens was the first democracy.  

• I know and can talk about how Athens has 

influenced our society today, for example art, 

theatre, medicine, science and maths.   

• I know that the city states often fell out with 

one another and went to war.   

• I know that in Sparta the most important thing 

in life was being good at war so all boys trained 

to be soldiers.   

• I know that the Greeks worshipped many 

different gods and goddesses who all had a 

different job. They built temples for them.  

• I know that the Greek people told stories about 

heroes, gods and goddesses called myths.  

• I know that life in Ancient Greece was very 

different for men and women, boys and girls.  



Year 3 

• Roundhouse  

• Trade  

• Flint  

• Hill fort  

• Burial  

• Ritual  

• Belief   

• BC  

  

Vocabulary  

• Civilisation 

• Mythology  

• City State   

• Hero  

• Temple  

• Democracy  

• Culture  

• Worship  

• Religion  

• Ancient 

  

  

 



Year 4 

Shang Dynasty  

Timeline  

• I know that the Shang Dynasty began in 1766 BC 

and ended in 1046BC. I know that this was the 

same time as The Bronze Age and before the 

Ancient Greek Civilisation.   

 

People and Places  

• I know the name of the first Shang dynasty 

ruler, Shang Tang, and some other significant 

figures.   

• I know that Emperor was very powerful and 

could do anything he liked.   

 

Events  

• I know that, in 1046BC, the slaves revolted and 

joined forces with the people of West China, 

causing the end of the Shang Dynasty.  

 

Experience  

• I know that the Shang were skilled crafts 

people, creating bronze weapons and tools and 

silk cloth.  

• I know that the Shang people created China’s 

first writing by carving onto Oracle Bones.   

• I know that Shang people worshipped many 

gods and their ancestors and believed it was 

important to keep them happy.   

• I know that the Shang army consisted of 

archers, foot soldiers and charioteers.   

• I know that the Shang people built many great 

palaces and walled towns.  

• I know that life was very different for rich and 

poor people.  

• I know that we know about the Shang dynasty 

because of archaeological sites and artefacts. 

 

 Vocabulary  

• Shang  

• China  

• Emperor  

• Slave  

Romans in Britain  

Timeline  

• I know that the Roman’s Britain lasted from 

43AD to  

409AD, which is after the Iron Age and Greek 

Civilisation.  

 

People and Places  

• I know that Claudius was a Roman Emperor.  

• I know that Queen Boudicca was a Queen of the  

Iceni Tribe.   

• I know that York and London were important 

Roman towns.  

• I know that Britain was part of the Roman 

Empire, which covered most of Europe.  

 

Events  

• I know that the Roman’s conquest of Britain 

began in 43AD.  

• I know that Boudicca led a revolt against Roman 

rule but it was defeated.  

 

Experience  

• I know that life was much safer during the 

Roman period than it had been before.  

• I know that the Romans built cities with a 

market in the centre.  

• I know that the Romans built Britain’s first 

roads, sewers and aqueducts.  

• I know that most big towns had public baths, 

where people washed and did business.  

• I know that rich Romans lived in villas and had 

slaves to do hard work.  

• I know that the Romans built many forts, where 

their soldiers lived.  

• I know that the Roman Army won many battles 

because they were well trained, organised and 

had better armour.  

• I know that Hadrian’s Wall was built to keep the 

Scottish Tribes out of Roman Britain.   



Year 4 

 

  

  

 

  

• Dynasty  

• Oracle  

• Revolt  

• Crafts People  

• Unpopular   

• Tax  

• Ancestor  

• Artefact  

  

• I know that, at first, the Romans worshipped 

many gods like the Greeks, but they later 

became Christian.   

 

Vocabulary  

• Conquest  

• Conquer  

• Empire  

• Christianity  

• Forum  

• Baths  

• Sewer  

• Aqueduct  

• Villa  

• AD  



Year 5 

Space  

Timeline  

• I know when the Space Race took place 

including the years of the key events (first man, 

first woman and moon landings).   

 

People and Places  

• I know that the USA and USSR were involved in 

the space race.  

• I know the names of the leaders of both 

countries.   

• I know who Uri Gagarin, Valentina Tereshcova 

and Neil Armstrong are and what they did.  

 

Events   

• I know that the Russians launched the first 

satellite: sputnik  

• I know that the Russians first sent animals into 

space, then a man and a woman.   

• I know that the US Apollo missions tried to send 

people to the moon and Apollo 11 succeeded.  

• I know that eventually the two sides decided to 

work together on the Columbia programme.   

 

Experience  

• I know that people had to train for many years 

to travel in space and that it was a dangerous 

job.  

• I know about the people on the ground who 

helped make the Apollo missions possible.   

• I know that during the Cold War the USSR and 

USA wanted to be the most powerful so they 

tried to develop better weapons than one 

another.    

• I know that the space race was an important 

part of this because it helped the USA and USSR 

develop new technology.  

• I know that the governments of the two 

countries were very different: USSR was 

communist and USA was capitalist.  

 

Vikings and Saxons  

Timeline  

• I know that the Anglo Saxons began to settle in 

the UK after the Romans left in 410 AD.   

• I know that the Vikings began to settle in the UK 

from the 8th Century onwards.   

 

People and Places  

• I know that the Vikings came from Scandinavian 

countries and the Anglo Saxons came from 

Mainland Europe.   

• I know that Alfred the Great was an important 

Saxon king because he helped make England a 

single country.  

• I know that York was an important town for 

both Vikings and Saxons.  

 

Experience  

• I know that the Anglo Saxons and Vikings had 

very different religions: The Saxons were 

Christians and the Vikings were Pagan and 

worshiped many gods.  

• I know that storytelling and sagas were a key 

part of both Viking and Saxon culture.   

• I know that the Vikings raided a monastery on 

an Island called Lindisfarne and that we know 

about this because it was written down by the 

monks there.   

• I know that, at first, the Vikings raided Saxon 

towns and villages but after time they began to 

settle and farm the land.    

• I know that most Vikings and Saxons were 

farmers.  

• I know that the Vikings were excellent seafarers 

who travelled in long boats.  

• I know that there were many big battles 

between the Vikings and Saxons because both 

wanted to live in Britain.   

• I know that, eventually, Britain was divided into 

two parts: The Vikings lived in the North section, 

called The Danelaw.   



Year 5 

Vocabulary  

• Satellite  

• Sputnik  

• USSR  

• Communism  

• Capitalism  

• Cold War  

• Technology  

• Shuttle  

• Orbit  

• Astronaut  

• Cosmonaut  

• Politics  

  

• I know that when important people died, they 

were buried with grave goods, such as at the 

boat burial at Sutton Hoo.  

 

Vocabulary  

• Danelaw  

• Jorvik  

• Long boat  

• Seafarer   

• Scandinavia  

• Grave goods  

• Pagan  

• Saga  

• Raid  

• Monastery  



Year 6 

        Nazi and Holocaust Propaganda 
Timeline  

 I know what years the World War 2 started and 
ended on.   

 I know the Hitler came into power in Germany 
in 1933. 

 
People and Places  

 I know the names of the leaders of Germany 
and Britain in WWII.   

 I know the names of the main countries 
involved in the war in 1940.  

 I know that Adolf Hitler was the leader of the 
Nazi party and became the Chancellor of 
Germany. 

 I know that Jewish people were targeted by the 
Nazis. 
 

Key Events  
 I know that World War II began when Nazi 

Germany invaded Poland.   
 I know that the Nazis produced Anti-Jew 

propaganda.  
 I know that Kindertransport was the name of a 

mission that took thousands of children to 
safety. 
 

Experience  
 I know that the leaders of Germany were the 

Nazi Party.  
 I know that some countries in Europe were 

occupied and this caused people’s lives to 
change.  

 I know that Kindertransport helped thousands 
of children escape from parts of Nazi-invaded 
Europe. 

 I know what life was like in Nazi Germany. 
 I know that during the Holocaust, Jewish people 

and other minority groups were persecuted and 
many people died.   

 I know that propaganda is misleading or biased 
information used to promote a political point. 

 I know that propaganda is made to influence 
people into believing or doing things. 

 I know that there are different kinds of 
propaganda. 
 

Vocabulary  
 Holocaust  
 Jew   
 Anti-Semitism  
 Nazism  
 Persecution  

The Maya   
Timeline  

• I know that the Maya were an ancient 
civilisation living in Central America for 
thousands of years.   

• I know that the Maya civilisation declined in the 
14th and 15th Centuries.  

• I know that Pakal the Great became King in 
615AD, the same time as the Saxons lived in 
Britain.   
 

People and Places  
• I know the name of the Maya cities: Chichen Itza 

and Palenque.  
• I know that Pakal the Great was the most 

famous Maya ruler and his tomb had been 
discovered by archaeologists.  
 

Events  
• I know that the Maya civilisation began to 

decline because of European colonisation.   
 

Experience  
• I know about the importance of religion and 

rituals to Maya people, including:  
- Sacrifice.  
- Multiple Gods.  
- Monumental buildings and temples  

• I know Maya society was structured into nobles, 
commoners, serfs and slaves.  

• I know astronomy was important to the Maya 
and they designed the layout of their cities to 
match the stars.  

• I know that the Maya were expert farmers, who 
changed the landscape to make their farming 
more successful.  

• I know that the Maya had their own way of 
writing and recording numbers.     
 

Vocabulary  
• Civilisation   
• Sacrifice  
• Colonisation  
• Culture  
• Pyramid  
• Monument  



Year 6 

 Occupation  
 Invasion  
 Propaganda 
 Prejudice 
 Kindertransport 

 

Depth Study: Crime and Punishment 
Timeline 

 I know that the period 1250 – 1500 is known 
as Medieval and can also be referred to as The 
Middle Ages.  

 I know the changes in prisons from 
1750 – 2020.  

 I know the main changes in technology between 
1867 and 2020 and how they aided police work.  

 I know there was a change in focus from 
punishment and deterrent (1750 – 1900) to 
rehabilitation (1900 – present).  

 
People and Places 

 I know how Britain was changing in the 
Industrial revolution and what effect this had on 
crime. Why was life hard for people?  

 
Key events 

 I know about crimes of this era including 
murder, scolding, thieving and debt.  

 I know punishments at this time, including 
death by hanging, fines, public humiliation and 
imprisonment in gaols.  

 I know punishments that were meant to 
humiliate, including the pillory, stocks, scold’s 
bridle, whipping and branding and ducking and 
cucking stools.  

 I know what a public execution may have 
looked like and who may be present.  
 

Experience 
 I know that medieval pictures can reveal a lot 

about life and attitudes at the time.  
 I know that everybody in society was 

responsible for crime prevention at this time.  
 I know the difference between petty and 

serious crimes.  
 I know the structure of medieval law 

enforcement.  
 I know how and why crime changed in the early 

modern period.  
 I know that social changes led to increase 

in moral crimes, witchcraft, smuggling, highway 
robbery and vagrancy.  

 I know that not everybody agreed with public 
executions.  

• Terracing  
• Slash and burn  
• Hieroglyph  
• Society   
• Astronomy   



Year 6 

 

  

 I know about new crimes in this period such as 
vandalism, fraud and burglary.  

 I know how methods of communication have 
changed, how data is collected and how analysis 
of crime scenes improved.  

 
Vocabulary 

 Crime 
  Accused 
 Deterrent 
 Retribution 
 Rehabilitation 
 Petty crime 
 Justice of the Peace 
 Moral crime 
 Capital punishment 
 Treason 
 Hanging drawing and quartering. 
 Riot 
 Probation service 
 Parole system 
 Community service order 

 


