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What are SATs?
SATs stands for Statutory Assessment Tests.

The tests cover the content of the Key Stage the children have just completed 
studying.

This year’s SATs are due to take place WC: 11th May 2026

Dream it, Believe it, Achieve it through excellence



What tests will your child take?
Monday 11th May

2026
Tuesday 12th May

2026
Wednesday 13th May 

2026
Thursday 14th May 

2026

Grammar, Spelling and 
Punctuation Paper 1 – 

Questions

Reading Maths Paper 1 - Arithmetic Maths Paper 3 - Reasoning

Grammar, Spelling and 
Punctuation Paper 2 – 

Spelling Test

Maths Paper 2 - Reasoning
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Reading 
The reading test consists of a single test paper with three texts across a range of genres.

Children are given 60 minutes in total, during which they must read the texts and answer the 
questions. 

A total of 50 marks are available.

Questions are designed to assess the child’s ability to comprehend and understand what they 
have read.

Some questions are multiple choice or selected response. Most, however, require a written 
answer. 

The questions are of different levels of complexity with some requiring answers of a word or 
two and others requiring fuller explanations with evidence from the text.

The test is designed to assess children of all abilities. 
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One of the Reading Paper texts
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Example Reading Questions
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Grammar Spelling and Punctuation (GPS)
The first test is a range of questions testing the children’s knowledge of Grammar, Spelling and 
Punctuation. This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer questions, including some 
multiple-choice questions. 

Then a spelling test is administered containing 20 words. There is no time limit, but it usually 
lasts approximately 15 minutes.

Spelling is taken into account for both tests. 

Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for spelling, punctuation and 
grammar (SPaG). 

Again, the test assesses children of all abilities.
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Example GPS Questions
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Maths
Paper 1 : Arithmetic

40 marks

•36 calculations 

•30 minutes 

•Four operations 

•Fractions

•Decimals 

•Percentages 

Paper 2 and 3 : Reasoning 

•35 marks each 

•25 questions 

•Problem solving 

•Thinking mathematically 

•Marks are given for working 
out 

Scores for each paper are 
combined to give a total mark 
for maths. 
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Example Arithmetic Questions 
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Example Reasoning Questions
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Writing and Science
Writing and science are not tested but a teacher assessment is reported. 

Children create a writing portfolio throughout the year. 

In science, children’s work is used, along with observations made in science lessons. 

We moderate our children’s writing work with local schools to ensure we are consistent in the 
assessments we make. We are also periodically moderated by the LA and White Hills Park Trust

It is vitally important that your child continues to attend regularly, even after SATs week, as we 
will still be building evidence for their writing and science assessments. 
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Administering the Test
We want the children to feel as comfortable as possible when sitting their SATs. We therefore, 
carefully consider how we can support each child to do their best. 

Most children will sit their test in their usual classroom. However, we have found that some 
children benefit from being in a small group or even 1:1 with an adult. 

We are able to read questions to all children in the Maths and GPS papers. 

We are also able to give those children who need them short breaks. 

Special Arrangements

Some children will be eligible to have 25% extra time in the tests. We will inform you if this is the 
case for your child. 
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How do we prepare children for the 
tests?
The children are used to sitting tests from Year 2 onwards.

In Year 6, we run Practice SATs each half term. 

As much as possible, we try to use the same adults who will administer the SATs 
in May. 

We ensure that we have covered the full Key Stage Two curriculum by Easter in 
Year 6. 

Throughout, we continue to teach a broad and balanced curriculum which 
focuses on all aspects of learning. 
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When will you get your child’s results and 
what do they mean?

You will receive your child’s results in July. 

For Reading, GPS and Maths these will be in the form of a scaled score from 80 – 120. 

For writing you will receive an assessment of Working Towards, Expected Standard or Greater Depth. 

For science you will receive an assessment of has or has not met the standard. 

Your child’s results will be shared with their secondary school.

The results will also be used as measures for school accountability and target setting at secondary school.  

80 – 99 100 - 109 110 - 120

Working towards the 
expected standard

Working at the expected 
standard

Working at Greater Depth
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How can you help your child at home?
Support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about. All we expect of them is that they should always 
just try their best. Praise and encourage!

Attendance - ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

Times Tables – times tables come up across the whole of the maths curriculum so knowing them up to the 12x table is 
vital.  

Reading – This is the most important thing. The reading test contains between 1600 and 2200 words, which is a lot to 
read in a short space of time. But even outside of their SATs, being a fluent reader helps children to make the most of 
their learning in school. 

Encourage your child to read independently as much as possible. It doesn’t matter what they read, just get them 
reading. 

They should also read their school book at least four times per week. A couple of times a week, ask them to read a 
short section to you or ask them some questions about the text to check their understanding. 
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SATs Books
Each week, the children have been set specific pages to 
complete in their SATs Buster books. This is carefully chosen by 
the teachers to consolidate previous learning. These are 
detailed in the weekly spelling homework sheet, which will be 
stuck in your child’s diary.

When your child has completed the pages, you may mark them 
at home using the marking guides provided. 

The revision guides are there to help your child if they are stuck 
on a concept and to support you in knowing the methodology 
we use in school.
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Any questions?
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