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Year 3 &4 National Curriculum Expectations – How Parents can help: 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 3 

By year 3, pupils should be able to read books written at an age-

appropriate interest level. They should be able to read them 

accurately and at a speed that allows them to focus on understanding 

what they have read, rather than on decoding individual words. They 

should be able to decode most new words outside of their spoken 

vocabulary, making a good attempt at the word’s pronunciation. As 

their decoding skills become more secure, efforts should be made to 

introduce children to new words which will increase their vocabulary. 

This can be done through discussion and by introducing children to a 

wide range of texts, including stories, poems, plays and non-fiction 

pieces on a wide range of subjects. They should be able to read these 

texts independently, fluently and enthusiastically, and should be 

learning to read silently to themselves.  

 

Year 4 

By year 4, pupils should be able to independently, fluently and 

enthusiastically read books written at an age-appropriate interest level. 

They should be able to read them accurately and at speed that allows 

them to focus on understanding what they have read, rather than on 

decoding individual words. They should be able to decode most new 

words outside of their spoken vocabulary, making good attempt at the 

word’s pronunciation. Children in year 4 should be securing the skill of 

reading silently to themselves. 



 

 

Preparing your child for SATs- VIPERS 

Getting your child used to answering questions from each of these ‘VIPER’ skills 

prepares them for their SATs reading assessment at the end of Year 6. Asking a few of 

these sample questions per night will build your child’s experience. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the end of year 4, children are expected to be able to 

read and spell these common exception words. Your child 

will receive these on ‘spelling challenge cards.’ Practise 

them and when your child is ready to be tested, cut the slip 

from the bottom and send the slip into school. Your child will 

then receive the next challenge card to read and spell.  



 

 

Recommended Books to read: 

 


