
Writing  
At The Meadows, we believe English is an integral part of the curriculum: a subject 
that not only stands alone but one that should be an essential part of all learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas and then organising them coherently for the reader. This requires clarity, 
awareness of the audience, purpose and context, as well as an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary, spelling and grammar. In writing lessons, children 

are taught essential ‘mastery skills’ and knowledge to draft a text type based on an adult’s model, in order to develop and build stamina. Children from 
Years 1 to 6 are taught how to apply the grammar, punctuation and vocabulary appropriate for various text types through explicit modelling and use of 

scaffolds to support their own writing. During each lesson and independent writes, pupils then have opportunities to apply these skills. Each lesson includes 
editing and improving, in which pupils are taught to re-read and make any changes to sentence structure, grammar and spellings. 

At The Meadows, we follow Pathways to Write. We choose high-quality and engaging texts to discuss and learn from when planning modelled writing. Texts 
are used to explore layout and language features of specific genres and are always high-quality and rich in vocabulary. We teach children the mastery keys 
that build upon each other to develop our children into creative writers. Using the style of writing of the author, key features are explored that the children 

will then need to independently apply in their own writing. Teachers across the school have access to Pathway to Write resources for model texts, which 
contain spelling, grammar and punctuation features appropriate for their year group and text type. Teachers adapt and write their own models to ensure 

the key skills—identified from the progression document—are adequately demonstrated. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We understand the importance of arming children with a wide 
vocabulary for reading, writing and oracy. We provide the children with 

Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary to use in their writing and pull out the 
vocabulary within the texts we read. We play lots of games using the 

vocabulary, giving the children the meaning of each word in content. This 
could be done using images, matching definitions and the children 

repeating the words.   Vocabulary is explicitly planned and delivered. 
Vocabulary that children can use is displayed on working walls and 

washing lines.  

Children across school learn to write a range of text types for a variety of purposes and audiences. Children revisit, develop and strengthen the mastery skills 
taught in each unit through a Literacy Shed unit. This provides the children with the opportunity to enhance their understanding of a writer’s craft and see 

themselves as writers. Teachers plan authentic opportunities to motivate children’s writing, including opportunities to publish writing for intended audiences.  

In Reception and Key Stage 1, Read Write Inc phonics is used to teach 
spelling. We also have RWI trained staff working in Key Stage 2 to support 

any children that need further consolidation of systematic synthetic 
phonics. After RWI, we use Spelling Shed. This focuses on teaching spelling 
concepts and seeking patterns. Statutory words for each year group are 

practised regularly and the etymology of words are taught within spelling 
lessons. 


