
Level 1/2 Hospitality and Catering – Unit 1-1.3.1: 
Safety documents in hospitality and catering

Risk assessment

A risk assessment should be completed and reviewed frequently for the document 
to be kept up to date. New risks should have control measures to reduce the risk of 
happening or not happen at all. Within the document hazards need to be identified, 
likelihood of the risk happening is stated and the control measure of how to avoid or 
reduce the risk is noted. Below are definitions of the main key words and an example 
of a risk assessment document.

Hazard: An object or something that can physically harm someone or cause harm to 
someone’s health.
Level of risk: The likelihood of the hazard happening and being harmed or causing 
injury. Level of risks named could be low, medium or high.
Control measure: Steps or action taken to avoid or reduce the hazard from 
happening and causing injury.

Risk assessment

Assessment carried out by: Date of assessment: Date of next review:

What are the 
hazards? Level of risk Control measure Who needs to carry 

out action?

Examples could 
include, slips, 
trips, falls, burns 
from oven, electric 
shocks, etc.

Low / medium / high 
If it is a low risk, then 
the hazard is less 
likely to cause injury 
or harm compared to 
a high risk.

Examples could include 
providing training and 
PPE for employees, 
having appropriate 
safety posters and 
signs, e.g. wet floor 
signs.

Named employer 
and/or employees to 
reduce the hazard 
from happening.

Accident forms

If an accident happens, it is vital that an accident form is completed correctly to 
develop control measures for potential risks and to avoid them from happening again. 
It should be reviewed and used to manage any health and safety risk. It is law to 
complete an accident form for accidents in the workplace. Below is an example of an 
accident form and how it should be completed.

Accident form

Name of person in accident:                                                                             Date:

Description of accident & injury:
Description should include as many details as possible 
about what happened and how, e.g. slipped/fallen on oil 
spillage and broken arm as a result.

What was the hazard?
Named hazards could be spillage/liquid on floor or 
broken handrail, etc.

How could this accident have 
been prevented?

Suggested prevention could include:

• correct storage

• ensuring all staff had health and safety training

• relevant health and safety posters visible in the 
workplace

•  correct usage of wet floor signs and clear spillages 
immediately.

Further action:

Points could include:

•  investigating the accident further

• completing/updating risk assessment

•  reviewing storage of products

•  first aid that has been given to be logged

• correct PPE to be worn, e.g. anti-slip footwear.
Signed:

Different documentation is required to be completed for potential health and safety risks and hazards to be avoided within the hospitality and catering industry. Accident forms 
and risk assessments are explained below, stating their importance and how to complete each document.

Remember: Employers are responsible for the health and safety training needs of all 
staff.


