
How can we convey meaning? 

Pupils explore how language and structure is used to shape 

meaning when delivering a presentation.

Audience, purpose, structure, meaning, language, body 

language

Cross curricular dependent on text subject.

Fortnightly assessment: English Language AO1/ AO2 / AO3

Empathy, reflection, confidence, resilience.

Writing as a poet, delivering speeches / transactional writing 

teaching English.
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The Ghost of 

Gosswater

Heroes 

and 

Villains

Shocking 

Shakespeare

Crime Writing

The

Crucible

Don’t Get Me 

Started

Myths and Legends

Pupils explore the features of stories through Greek 

myths and legends.

Transactional writing, poetry form, short story form, 

perspective, character, hero, masculine, feminine 

Trust, morality, honesty, forgiveness

PHSE: Relationships / History: Greek Myths / RE: Gods

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ analytical

Creative writing, screenwriting, History / English 

teaching

The Ghost of Gosswater

Pupils explore the human condition, as the story raises important 

questions about fairness, family, truth and self-worth.

Novel form, gothic genre, characterisation, language, structure, 

evaluation, creative writing, imagery, skimming, scanning, explicit, 

implicit, inference

Morality, self-control, social awareness / cooperation / compassion

History: Victorian Britain / PHSE (relationships) / Geography  

(locations in Britain)

Fortnightly assessment: creative / analytical/ knowledge

Creative Writing as a novelist, screenwriting, History / English 

teaching

Storytelling

Short stories teach students how to read 

deeply, think critically and write creatively.

Narrative voice, tone, imagery, dialogue, 

structure, meaning, language

Morality. Self-control, social awareness, 

cooperation, compassion, honesty

Drama: Speaking and Listening/ PSHE: 

relationships

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ 

analytical/ creative

Creative writing as a novelist/ Marketing

The Hunger Games

More than just a gripping survival tory, this text 

helps students explore power, justice, identity 

and resistance. It empowers students to question 

the world around them.

Novel form, narrative voice, tone, imagery, 

dialogue, structure, evaluation, meaning, 

language

Tolerance, respect, loyalty, honesty, self-

awareness, kindness, forgiveness, compassion, 

empathy, justice, identity

PSHE: family relationships

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ creative/ 

analytical 

Reporter/ politician/ PR specialist

Shocking Shakespeare

Pupils explore ideas of genre and develop an 

understanding of who Shakespeare was.  

Theatre, drama, characterisation, imagery, 

soliloquy, dramatic irony

Morality, self-control, compassion, cooperation

PSHE: Racism, family relationships, cultural 

diversity

Fortnightly assessment: analytical/ knowledge 

Creative writing of poetry / teaching English / 

teaching Drama/ Actor/ Director

Poems from other Cultures

Pupils explore ideas of racial , gender 

and cultural literacy with a view of better 

understanding and appreciating diversity 

in a variety of contemporary and legacy 

poetry.

Poetry,  narrative voice, tone, imagery, 

dialogue, structure, meaning, language

Tolerance, respect, loyalty, honesty, self 

awareness, kindness, forgiveness, 

compassion.

PSHE: racism,/family relationships/ 

cultural diversity

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ 

analytical 

Creative writing of poetry / teaching 

English / teaching Drama/ translator/ 

humanitarian aid worker

Women in Shakespeare

Pupils explore different female characters from 

Shakespeare’s plays with a view to not just understanding 

characters, but understanding how society worked then, 

how it works now, and how we interpret both.

Play,  characterisation, soliloquy, imagery, dialogue, 

structure, meaning, language

Resilience, self-control, cooperation, 

PSHE: Gangs, family relationships, identity, love, racism, 

gender roles/ History: 16th C. attitudes to gender & social 

hierarchy/ Drama: characterisation & stagecraft.

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ analytical 

Creative writing of stories / teaching English / teaching 

Drama/ gender studies research

A Perfect World

Pupils explore these genres to help them understand both 

fiction and the real world. It is designed to strengthen their 

ability to analyse, imagine and reflect.

Bias & point of view, autobiography, narrative structure, 

authorial intent, descriptive writing.

Equality, peace, freedom, justice, unity, enlightenment

Media: use of media text

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ transactional 

Adventure journalist/ article writing/ architect/ human rights 

lawyer

The Crucible

An exploration of the complexities of human nature that 

challenges pupils to think about truth, morality, fear and justice.

Play, characterisation, imagery, explicit, implicit, stage directions

Morality. Self-control, Social Awareness / cooperation / 

compassion

History: Cold War/ PHSE: relationships / 

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ analytical

Creative writing as a novelist, screenwriting, History / English 

teaching, social worker, lawyer

What rights & responsibilities come with Power?

Meaning, language, structure, meta language of poetry.

HISTORY: WW2, Iraq War, Crimean War, French Revolution. PSHE: Relationships, coercive control, 

domestic violence, PTSD, emotional abuse, cultural differences. GEOGRAPHY: Migration.

Fortnightly assessment: AQA GCSE, English Lit: AOs 1-4.

Respect, tolerance, social awareness reflection, resilience.

Journalism, teaching English.

How far should one follow one’s ambition? 

Pupils explore betrayal and revenge through the study of the play.

Form, tragedy, Jacobean era, gender roles, archetypes, 

superstition, tragic hero, hamartia.

HISTORY: Divine Right of Kings, Great Chain of Being, Jacobean 

society, DRAMA: characterisation, stagecraft

Fortnightly assessment AQA GCSE English Literature: AO1, AO2, 

AO3 & AO4.

Theatre arts, playwriting, screenwriting.

Macbeth
A 

Christmas 

Carol

What is the impact of money and class on personal and societal outcomes?

Form, well made play, post war era, gender roles, archetypes, didactic, constructs.

HISTORY: Welfare state, WW2, 1945 election. DRAMA: Stagecraft characterisation. PSHE: Poverty, 

pregnancy, sexual exploitation.

Fortnightly assessment: AQA GCSE. English Literature: AOs 1-4.

Respect, tolerance, responsibility, compassion, morality, honesty, integrity, charity.

Teaching drama, theatre arts, playwriting, screenwriting, history.

An Inspector Calls

Unseen Poetry

Conflict poetry

Language 

Paper 2

How can we convey meaning? 

Pupils explore how language and structure is used to shape 

meaning when delivering a presentation.

Audience, purpose, structure, meaning, language, body 

language

Cross curricular dependent on text subject.

Fortnightly assessment: English Language AO2 / AO5/6 AO7/8/9

Empathy, reflection, confidence, resilience.

Writing as a poet, delivering speeches / presentations teaching 

English.

Language 

Paper 1

Disaster

Fiction

Powerful 

writing

How is meaning created?

Pupils explore how language and structure are used 

to shape meaning.

Audience, purpose, structure, language, evaluation, 

descriptive, narrative writing.

Cross curricular dependent on subject.

Fortnightly assessment: Eduqas GCSE. English 

language: AO1, AO2, AO3 & AO4, AO5 & AO6

Empathy, reflection, confidence.

Novelist, English teacher.

How do different voices convey meaning? 

Pupils explore how language and structure is 

used to shape meaning in a variety of texts.

Audience, purpose, structure, meaning, 

language, 

Cross curricular dependent on text subject.

Fortnightly assessment: English Language 

AO1/ AO2 / AO4

Empathy, reflection, confidence, resilience.

Writing as a poet, writing as novelist, teaching 

English.

How do different voices convey meaning? 

Pupils explore how language and structure is used to 

shape meaning in a variety of texts.

Audience, purpose, structure, meaning, language, 

Cross curricular dependent on text subject.

Fortnightly assessment: English Language AO1/ AO2 

/ AO4

Empathy, reflection, confidence, resilience.

Writing as a poet, writing as novelist, teaching 

English.
Don’t Get Me Started

Pupils explore how they can use language and structure to shape 

meaning.

Audience, purpose, structure, language, evaluation, transactional, 

speech, article, letter, persuade, argue

Empathy, reflection, confidence.

PSHE: Gangs, family relationships, identity, love, racism, gender roles

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ creative

Journalist, editor, copywriter, lawyer

War 

Poetry

War Poetry

Pupils explore a range of war poetry that 

encourages them to think about conflict within 

society as well as themes of justice, conflict and 

humanity

Poetry,  narrative voice, tone, imagery, dialogue, 

structure, meaning, language

Resilience, self-control, cooperation,

PSHE: relationships, History: World War 1 and 

World War 2

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ analytical

News correspondent, journalist, human rights 

advocate

The Hunger 

Games

Shakespeare: 

Tragedy (Romeo 

and Juliet)

Utopia and 

Dystopia
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Romeo and Juliet

Pupils are given the opportunity to explore complex 

language, analyse deep themes and build on their 

knowledge of Shakespeare from year 7.

Form, tragedy, Elizabethan era, gender roles, archetypes

Respect, tolerance, self-control, honesty, loyalty, trust.

PSHE: Gangs, family relationships, identity, love, racism, 

gender roles/ History: 16th C. attitudes to gender & social 

hierarchy/ Drama: characterisation & stagecraft.

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ analytical

Theatre arts/ playwriting/ screenwriting/ historian/ sociologist

Short Stories

Pupils explore authorial intent and how writers can use 

language to share a specific perspective or message. 

Fiction form,  narrative voice, tone, imagery, bias and point of 

view, authorial intent

Tolerance, respect, loyalty, honesty, self awareness,

kindness, forgiveness, compassion.

Drama: Characterisation and stagecraft/ PSHE: racism, family 

relationships, cultural diversity

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ analytical

Creative writing, journalism, Teaching English / PHSE.

Telling Tales

Myths and 

Legends

Me, Myself 

and I

Autobiography

Pupils explore their own voice and how to use it with 

clarity, confidence and purpose. This type of writing helps 

them to express themselves in meaningful ways. 

Form, tone, imagery, dialogue, structure, meaning, 

language

Tolerance, respect, loyalty, honesty, self awareness,

kindness, forgiveness, compassion, empathy

PSHE: Racism, family relationships, cultural diversity

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ creative

Spoken word artist/ podcast host/ journalist

Is society set up fairly? 

Pupils explore Victorian societal inequality through study of novel.

Dickens Novel (form), Characterisation villains vs. heroes; point of view; 

19th C. social attitudes, didactic, malthusianism

HISTORY: Victorian society, Industrial Revolution, Workhouses, Poor Law. 

PSHE: Poverty, GEOGRAPHY: London’s topography.

Fortnightly assessment: AQA GCSE, English literature: AO1, AO2, AO3 & 

AO4.

Compassion, kindness, forgiveness, charity loyalty, friendship, trust, 

relationships, integrity, self control, resilience. 

Creative writing as a novelist, teaching English

19th Century Literature

19th Century Literature

Pupils explore a range of 19th century literature, 

looking in depth at the ways writers construct 

meaning using language and structure.

Fiction/ non-fiction, narrative voice, tone, imagery, 

dialogue, structure, meaning, language

Resilience, self-control, cooperation, 

PSHE: family relationships, History: Victorian Britain

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/ analytical

Creative writing of stories / teaching English / 

teaching Drama

Crime Writing

An exploration understanding of non-

fiction texts and how to analyse through 

modern texts.

Fiction. perspective, reader, genre

Morality. self-control, social awareness / 

cooperation / compassion

History: 1980s Britain/ PHSE: 

relationships / Geography: locations in 

Britain

Fortnightly assessment: knowledge/  

creative

Creative writing as a journalist, lawyer, 

criminal psychologist, forensic analyst

Women in 

Shakespeare

Storytelling

Poetry: Poems 

form other 

Cultures

How is meaning created? 

Pupils explore how language and structure is 

used to shape meaning.

Audience, purpose, structure, meaning, 

language, context.

Cross curricular dependent on text subject 

matter.

Fortnightly assessment: Eduqas GCSE, English 

Lang: AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4, AO5, AO6

Loyalty, friendship, trust, relationships, integrity, 

self-control, resilience.

Journalism, teaching English.
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