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English Language Paper 1:
Explorations in Reading and Creative
Writing Knowledge Organiser

1 hour 45 minutes

The absolute basics:
Read the text - 5 mins

Section A

QI = List 4 things (5 mins)

Q2 - How does the writer use language to.
(10 mins)

Q3 — How does the writer structure the text
fo.... (10 mins)

statement] To what extent do you agree?
(30 mins)

Section B
QS5: Writing to describe or narrate (45 mins
inc. planning fime)

Start of the exam (5 mins)

1. Read the blurb given for the text. Highlight
key words which given you a clue about what
you will be reading e.g. character, setting,
time.

2. Read the passage carefully. Take fime to
make sure you understand it and text mark
(highlight) as you go.
Look out for:

1. Key quotes about character or sefting
2. Pivotal moments

3. Sentences which build a particular tone.
or mood.

Section A: Question 1 (5 mins, 4 marks)

Question stem: Write down four things you
learn....

Planning

1. Read the avestion and hiahlicht the kev.
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Question 2 (10 mins, 8 marks)

Question ster
language to.

How does the writer ise

o

1. Read the question and highlight the
key words to ensure you understand
‘what the focus of your answer will be.

2. Re-read the section of text the
question asks you to focus on.

3. Highlight key quotations which will
help you answer the focus of the
question. Consider the use of different
language devices.

Basic things fo look out for: 5 senses,
colour, adjectives and verbs.

(ERSEEIZ <xtended metaphors,

semantic fields, assonance.
Writing

1. You are writing 3 clear PEAS to
answer the question.

2. Each should focus on a different
language device used.

(GRSEEIZH = Develop PEAs into PEAEAS
to show how devices are used across the
extract and an overall effect is created.

3. Your ‘Points’ should use the wording of
the question.

Useful sentence starte:
Possible intro if time:

Throughout the extract the writer creates
... tone/atmosphere.

Point:

The writer has used a [language device]
1o suggest/imply/create....

X | [ PowerPoint Presentation x|+

Question 3 (10 mins, 8 marks)

Question stem: How has the writer structured the fext

structure

1. Read the question and highlight the key words. This
‘question is about how the fext is put together and
organised, rather than the language devices used.

2. At the top of the answer booklet write: STOPSEC

Setting
Time
Opening
Perspective
Shift in focus
Ending
Character

-

e _ >

3. Skim through the whole source again. Highlight and
label where you see different STOPSEC features-
particularly focus on how the opening and ending are
effective.

Top tip: for a really clear response, think about what
the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning,
‘what they focus you on at the end-and whether this is
similar o different. Then ask WHYZ

Writing.

1. Aim for 3 PEA paragraphs: beginning contrasted fo
the end-to give @ general overview of the fext first of
all, then consider how your focus shifts in the middle of
the extract and why —your analysis isn't focusing on the
use of words and phrases, but on the

atmosphere /tone created by the different structural
(STOPSEC) features used at different points. A final
PEA could be written about another interesting
structural feature: repetition, juxtaposition, tone,
sentences efc.

Useful sentence starters:

Throughout the extract the reader carefully structures
the text to interest the reader. They particularly
consider [insert STOPSEC feature/s you will focus on.]
Point:

The writer opens the fext by introducing /using [insert
STOPSEC feature] in order to suggest/create...

Question 4 (30 mins, 20 marks)
Question stem: ‘[statement about the texi]' To what extent do you agree?
Planning

1. Read the question and highlight the key words, including the section of the
text if specified. Think carefully about how far you agree with the statement.

Top Tip: Usually it is best to AGREE with the statement. But consider how far
you agree. Is there evidence o argue against this opinionZ Create a debate
in your answer.

2. Draw @ box around the section of the text if specified.

3. Read through and highlight words/phrases/language devices you will use
1o argue FOR, and maybe against the statement.

1. Aim for 3 PEAEALS in 20 mins. Pick out key words in each and explore their
effect.

Useful sentence starters (see previous questions oo — you can reuse these if
appropriatel):

PROOF READ YOUR WORK!
To some extent | agree with... (Allow 5 mins for this)
I certainly agree that..
However, it could also be argued that.... -Spelling inc. homophones e.g.
Overall | agree that... to/t00/two or

there /their /they're.

-Improve any dull words fo
Section B: Question 5 (45 mins, 40 marks] make them more excifing!

Question focus: Writing to narrate (story) or describe.

Planni IS IS REALLY IMPORTANT)

1. Decide which task you would like to do [narrate or describe). There might
not be a choice! Reminder of the structure for each below:

Describe Narrate

Panoramic Rule of 1: 1 sefting, 1 character, 1
Zoom Consider STOPSEC | event, 1 hour

Zoom 1o structure your

Zoom writing in both fasks! | | Hook = Character intro =
Panoramic Development = Turning point =

Resolution

2. Plan using the structures above. You should also consider:

B o o Qlx
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AQA English Language Paper 1 Knowledge Organiser [
Reading Success Criteria: &
Q2: Show detailed and perceptive understanding of language features: analyses the effects of the writer's choices of
language;; selects a judicious range of textual detail; makes sophisticated and accurate use of subject terminology.
‘Q3: Shows detailed and perceptive understanding of structural features: analyses the effects of the writer's choice of structural +
features; selects a judicious range of examples; makes sophisticated and accurate use of subject terminology.
‘Q4: Shows perceptive and detailed evaluation: evaluates critically and in detail the effect(s) on the reader; shows perceptive
understanding of writer's methods; selects a judicious range of textual detail; develops a convincing and critical response to the
focus of the statement.
‘Synonyms for Useful Language Vocabulary: Useful Structure Vocabulary: ‘Mark Scheme:
shows: N ;di:cﬁve 1 verb / noun N gx;mmoﬂ 3 Level 4: Perceptive, detailed analysis
s S Mioteomor o P Level 3: Clear, relevant explanation.
- Conveys « Personification *+ Analepsis Level 2: Some understanding and
« Porays : Zoemorphim : Polepis comment.
+ lustrates « Aleration + Cimax e -
+ lustrate: i ot L G ger Level 1: Simple, limited comment.
+ Represents + Euphonic / dissonant + Foreshadowing
« Implies, - Hyperbole - Volta :
- Evokes - Repefiion - Rising action/Tension When we analyse a fext, we are looking at the
« Displays + Rheforical question « Panoramic. ol
+ Demonstrates |+ Juxtaposiiion / oxymoron + Narative perspective
+ Indicates « Pathefic fallacy + Cyclical stucture
- Reveals « Interogative/Imperative/Exclamative/Declarativ | + Chronological * Word choices used by the author - what do
+ Highiights e sentences + Linear/Non-inear the words meanz What do they make you
- Refiects think of (their connotations)2 What word class
Qs | Time Marks | Assessment Objectives dotheybelongto?
- Techniques/linguistic devices - identify them
Sminvtes | 4 "AO1 —Identfy and interpret explcit and implicit information and ideas. Select
Q1 and synthesise evidence from different fexts ‘:"d f°""'de’ "‘:" p”"p“e' "’” and e”jd
Q2 | 1omnutes |8 'AQ2— Explain, comment on and analyse how writers Use language and stucture unciuation andsenience sruciures - do
fo achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject ferminology fo. they change the way you read the piece?
support views. Does it tell us about the tone in which
Q3 | 1omnutes |8 A2~ Explain, comment on and analyse how witers Use language and structure something is communicated? Does it make us
fo achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject ferminology fo. read fhe fext foster or Sower?
Q4 | Bminves |2 'AO4~Evaluate fexts crifically and support this with appropriate fextual eferences.
R ey P aper 1 e
adapting fone, style and registe for different forms, purposes and audiences
Organise informafion and ideas, using stuctural and grammafical feafures fo
support coherence and cohesion of fexts.
Knowledge Organiser
A6 - Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and senfence stucture for
clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate speling and punctuaion.
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Key Terminology

Question 1~ A1 (Implicit/Explicit)

‘Question 5 - A0S/A06 (Content/Organisation)

Language Features

Identify 4 pieces of information from the text

Marks: 4 After reading this extract, a student said
Time: § mins (STATEMENT)
Top Tip ~ ook i the correct section of the text and keep your To what extent do you agree?
answers short and simple. Morks: 20
Time: 30 mins
+ Provide an overview in response to the
‘Question 2 - AO2 (Language) Frovdean

‘How does the writer use language to (achieve a particular effect) ||+ Aim to write 4 WHW paragraph like this:

INTHE SHORT PASSAGE given? + Whatdo you think and feel about the
Morks:8 statement provided?
Time: 10 mins. + Howhas this impression been formed?

Wiite 3 WHW (What, how, why) paragraphs ke this: (Provide a quotation that supports what

+ Whatare we told/shown about the subject matter You think/feel)
(character/setting/weather etc)? + Why does the text make you feel you this

“ Howls this conveyed? (chose a quotation and then analyse the way? (Look at language/structure)
‘methods used 100k at words/phrases or technigques)

“ Whyis the author doing this? (think about the ffect on the
reader)

Top Tip ~ Keep focused on how the text
achieves the effects you are evaluating from

‘Section B: Writing to describe/narrate.
Marks: 40

Timings: 10 mins planning/25 mins wrting/10 mins.
editing

Your answer needs to include the following:

- Planned, structured, developed ideas in clear
paragraphs (use a short paragraph for effect
somewhere and ots of connecting phrases to join up
your ideas)

« Aclear purpose with carefully chosen language:
devices.

* Forma, controlled standard English (check tenses.
andavoid /)

* Awide range of accurate punctuation (use -, .21 ()
~and check carelully that every sentence makes
sense)

* Avariety of sentence lengths, types and openings.
(1hink about adding extra detal to some sentences
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the satement. and making some very shot sentences for efect)
Top Tip  choose evidence thatyou can write about indetail. - Sophisticated vocabulary withaccurate speling.
Witing s beserption Weting  Narrative

et h 3 =GR fbochea) " Paint a picture for the reader using the ve senses | +_Keep 1 smple - ou ot have time to tell a whole e
How does the writeruse sructure o achieve a + Make use oflots of imagery (smiles, metaphors) story
partiular effect) n the WHOLE source? + Create an atmosphere through your choice of + Keep it realistic - pick a small vent and turn it nto
Marks:3 anguage. Something worth reading 3bout
Time: 10mins + Focus on the small details - not justabuiding for |+ Avold usng too much alogue (f any)

Write 3 WHW paragraphs ke this:

= Whatis the writer showing us? (mention the
Structural feature being used)

* Howis the writer showing us this? (Choose a
quotation)

= Whyis the writer showing us this? (Explain what the
reader i learning through what the writer is
showing us)

Top Tip - always look at how the focus shifts from
beginning to end — there wil always be something to
say about this.

1

2

3

m

Use the following structure to help create a successful
description:

‘example but a door, a roof, a crack n the plaster.
Show don't tll

Dropin - to the image. Provide an overview of the
Setting)

Shift - flashback - describe the location at a ifferent
point in time)

Zoom 2. 200m n on 2 small detail and give a close
description of i)

Return/Link - Return to the opening. Provide an
overview of the setting once more but ndicate that

something haschangd (ime/action.

Use the following structure to help create a successful
narative:

1
2
3

a

Character (What do you know about them?)

Setting (Where are they?)

‘Weather (What's the weater ike? Does it reflect
their mood? How will this develop or change?
Flashback (What time will you flashback to? Wil the.
‘emotions be different? What willhappen in the.
flashback? How does the flashback link to the current.
setting?

Return and z00m in (Now return to the present and
200m in on something specific)

Cifthanger

Nouns. A word that names a person, place or thing.
Verbs. ‘Aword that shows 2 state of being, action or
concept
Adjectives ‘A word that describes a noun.
‘Superiative - Used to compare differences
between two nouns either adding the suffix -
e’ o ‘more’
Comparative - Used to compare more than two.
nouns to the highest degree eithr by adding
the suffix "est o using most”
Adverbs. ‘A word that describes a verb, and adjective or
another adverb (usually ending in i)
Metaphor ‘Comparing two things as though they were the
Personification | Giving something human features.
Semantic field | A group of words related in meaning.
Simile ‘Comparing two things as though they are
similar to each other, using ke’ or s’
Structural Features.
Narrative | The person teling the story (st person/thirg
perspective | person/omniscient narrator).
Shifts in ‘A change from one scene to another. Something
focus different the writer draws the reader's attention
to.
Zoom infout | Zooming i on a detail or z0oming out from a
detai t0 a wider vew.
Analepsis Looking at something which happened in the past.
(fashback)
Prolepsis Looking ahead to something which happens after
the time period in the text
Cyclical ‘The text mentions something from the beginning

of the text again a the end.
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