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Welcome to our Summer Term edition of our school newsletter.

| do hope you enjoy reading this half-term’s edition of the school newsletter. We are
delighted to share with you the great work we are doing in raising academic standards and
enrichment.

As ever at this time of year our Year 11 pupils are preparing for their GCSE Examinations.
There has been a considerable effort in recent months by both pupils and staff to ensure
that they are prepared as best they can be. This has included ‘Elevate-Up’ sessions after
school each evening and, in addition, holiday and weekend tutorial support. We wish all the
pupils success in the forthcoming weeks and look forward to sharing their success on results
day in August. Our Year 11 pupils have been invited to prom at the end of June and this will
be a great opportunity to round off the year after all their hard work.



We hope you enjoy reading about all the great things happening in our school and as ever
many thanks for your ongoing support.

With best wishes.

Peter Kingdom

Headteacher

Whole School Focus: Numeracy
What is numeracy?
It's the ability to understand and use maths in daily life, at home, work or school.

Numeracy doesn't mean complex skills, like algebra, it means being confident enough to use
basic maths in real-life situations.

There is no universally agreed definition, but NationalNumeracy.org.uk define numeracy as:

‘Numeracy is having the confidence to use basic maths at work and in everyday life’.

To us numeracy means two things: having basic maths skills AND feeling confident in using
them.

We believe that it is confidence that unlocks our numeracy skills. Many adults avoid using
maths, just because they don't feel confident, or even feel anxious about it. Numeracy is
about being confident with the numbers and data that can crop up in daily life.

Numeracy is as much about thinking and reasoning as about 'doing sums'. It means being
able to:

Interpret data, charts and diagrams
Process information
Solve problems

Check answers



Understand and explain solutions

Make decisions based on logical thinking and reasoning

Why is numeracy important?

We use maths in every aspect of our lives at work and in practical everyday activities at
home and beyond. We use maths when we go shopping or plan a holiday, decide on a
mortgage or decorate a room. Good numeracy is essential to us as parents helping our
children learn, as patients understanding health information, as citizens making sense of
statistics and economic news. Decisions in life are so often based on numerical information;
to make the best choices, we need to be numerate.

Numeracy in everyday life

We use numeracy every day in all areas of our lives. Our confidence and ability with
numbers impacts us financially, socially, and professionally. It even affects our health and
wellbeing.

Some examples of the ways we use maths every day include:
Working out how many minutes until our train
Increasing a recipe to serve extra guests
Checking we've received the right change
Working out how much to tip in a restaurant
Setting and keeping to a budget
Helping children with homework
Managing our diet and nutrition
Measuring medicine doses

Making sense of statistics and graphs in the news

C. Highfield

Curriculum Team Leader - Maths
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Feeling confident with numbers at work, in the news, on payslip, with your . < i
5 A Feeling pressure to work things out quickly.
children, and when managing your money.
Feeling able to apply for a new job, or training, that involves numbers or data. Memorising methods or times tables.
Using a calculator to work something out, or knowing what to Google... and - = 2
2 3 % Being afraid to get something wrong.
being able to tell if you get a sensible answer.
Being confident with time, for instance when planning journeys. Feeling that you have to work things out in your head.
Understanding what percentages mean, and how they are used. Being afraid to ask someone else for help.
Knowing when an estimate will do. Maths that isn't useful in daily life.
How parents can help with maths at home
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Be positive about maths. Try not to say things like Point out the maths in everyday life. Include your Praise your child for effort rather than for being
"I can't do maths" or "I hated maths at school” - child in activities involving numbers and “clever". This shows them that by working hard,
your child may start to think like that themselves. measuring, such as shopping, cooking and they can always improve.
travelling.
3 tips to help you feel better about maths:
g [ "
Embrace mistakes Start with belief in yourself and Take your time
the rest will follow
It may sound odd, but mistakes make it easier to People are often so keen to find out their results
learn. Every time we get something wrong we Confidence is the key to all learning. If you give that they rush to answer the questions. Take your
understand a bit more about how to get it right yourself the chance to learn and accept that time and read the questions thoroughly. There's no
next time. Remember, nobody is born an expert - mistakes are part of the process, your confidence timer or progress bar so you can take your time to
we all have to start somewhere. will naturally grow. The first step to improving is think. Take it at your own pace, have a break and
believing that you can. come back whenever you need to.

Faculty Focus: MfL and Humanities

This half term is always a busy one in the MFL department with the undertaking of speaking
exams. The Year 11 Spanish group worked incredibly hard on prepping for their oral exams,
spending hours over the bank holiday weekend revising and did themselves and Miss Archer
proud in the final exam. As well as this, we have had speaking exams in 6 other languages,
including Polish, Portuguese, Persian, Russian, Chinese and Turkish! Well done to all of the
pupils who have completed these exams this half term and good luck for all of your
upcoming reading, listening and writing exams.

Key Stage 3 and Year 10 have been working on a variety of different topics this half term.
Year 7 have studied describing their town and where they live, Year 8 have looked at holidays
and describing where they stayed, Year 9 have been studying a visit to Madrid and looking at
the city in detail and finally Year 10 have been describing their school including extra-
curricular activities and school trips.



Spanish club have also had a busy half term, studying how Easter is celebrated in Spain as
well as playing some Spanish playground games in the sunshine such as el escondite (hide
and seek), pato, pato, ganso (duck, duck, goose) and las estatuas (red light, green light).

H. Archer

Curriculum Team Leader - MfL and Humanities Faculty

Term 3a has been a very busy term for the History department. As well as getting KS4 ready
for their GCSE exams, and embedding key knowledge at KS3, there have also been other
elements from the term that are worth celebrating. For example, a keen group of pupils
engaged in a multi-school debate competition and narrowly missed out on 1st place. This
was a great opportunity and emphasised the excellent teamwork and communication skills
that our pupils have developed with their skills builder exercises in form time. As well as this,
the history, politics and debating club at the school will also be taking part in Crewe Out
Loud at Crewe College. Despite this event being for the creative arts, some humanities pupils
will be delivering some speeches about the importance of the arts to society. Much like
music, drama and art, the humanities department also wanted to showcase the
sophisticated art of public speaking to an audience.

The history department has also been very impressed with the engagement that pupils have
shown with VE day this year. To mark the 80th anniversary since the end of World War Two
in Europe, the Oaks Academy has successfully worked on remembrance assemblies and form
time sessions, 2 minutes silences, activities and games from the 1940s and VE day themed
lunchtimes and decorations. An appropriate and respectful was to bring history to life and
show support and thanks to those service people, past and present, that have given their
lives for democracy and freedom.

B. Jessup

KS3 Co-ordinator of History and Enrichment

Thrive

What is Thrive?



Thrive is an alternative provision which is an evidenced based approach supporting the
social and emotional needs of young people. Adolescence can be a challenging and
confusing time for our pupils. Thrive helps pupils understand and learn how to manage their
emotions. The brain is going through neuronal change at a rapid rate this gives pupils
chance to re shape stress regulation systems and support a young person’s sense of
themselves and their capacities. Understanding brain development and using evidence-
based practises helps support young people to be emotionally and mentally healthy, and
ready to learn. Thrive’s mission is to help children and young people become more
emotionally resilient and better placed to engage with life and learning.In thrive students
follow a programme tailored to their needs and behaviour, this work is set around critical
thinking, problem solving, effective communication and teamwork. A bespoke timetable
ensures they still complete core lessons (English, Maths and Science) allowing time for
personalised approach to learning. Thrive creates a curriculum that meets academic
requirements and nurtures each pupil's unique potential and together we set weekly targets
to aim towards if all targets are met not only does the pupil feel successful they win star of
the week or if it’s more than once in a term they win star of the term.

In Thrive this month we have 2 competitions running:

1. Attendance competition - the winner receives a £10 Amazon voucher

2. The most golden moments

Thrive pupil successes this month are that attendance is up and behaviour has improved
resulting in more time outside doing sports, and mindfulness activities.

Thrive’s topics this term are:

Celebrating VE day 7th and 8th May

Mental Health Week — 12th-18th May

How Parents can get involved with Thrive at home



Thrive encourages families to get involved at home and this can be done by sparing time for
the little things such as eat together as a family, have a movie night, be curious about their
hobbies, the school day, sports, baking, art and crafts, walking and exploring. Here are some
other Thrive ideas that may interest some families throughout the half term.

We hope you find these activities fun and entertaining. We would love to see any photos of
things you have made or places you have visited.

L. Uddin

Thrive

Let’s help every child &

thrive
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Using creativity to manage stress and anxiety
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A parent's guide to creative
expression of emotion at home

Often, when  big feiing happens for children and young peopie, it pOpS up with
o warning. These helpfu tips on how to use ars and creatiity alongside your
chidren at 1 you fnd ways to safely express and

Let's help every child ¢

thrive)

Many favourite memories relate to one or more of our senses. For example,
during a walk through the woods, the smell of a campfie might stimulate your
brain to bring back a memory of a similartime, maybe  cub camp or toasting

» te ‘feel good
feelings and develop thinking skis.

These actvtes are designed for you to do together. This s important as it helps
build a sirong,

develop a shared language for communicating feelings.

Activities

Key phrases to try out during the activites are: “Show e,
“I'm curious about...”, “Let’s try it together”

Sensory words to try:

. intur this could have a warm
feelng, Al of the actives below will engage diferent senses and help to
develop expressive, emotional language during the actiy.

Animals and nature

Nature exists as  free, magical and endless source of caming and
Soothing, Within nature and in our homes, animals offer an instant
soutce of oy, uncondiional love andincrease our levels of oxytoci, the
ove hormore.

Actiites to try: Spending time looking,listening, foraging, smeling and
touching the things that nature offers us. Just remember to wash hands,

right,shiny, im, sparkly, scary, crunchy, squelchy, hard, sof, cold
simy, mushy, rough, scal, sour, Sweet, bite, sicy fruty. Feel fee to
add your own words to tis st

your Ty sand play, mud play, ater
play, mini beasts, hugging/stroking pets, cloud vatching, star gazing, fain
drop races, dancing in th ran, uning aong a beach, walking through
the woods. For teenagers, they enjoy seeking out ik taking behaniour

" s Wy to enable teens o take
caloulated fsks and push their boundaries to th fimits. Fishing, hiking,

Sensory exploration

some great ways to support

From birth and beyond,
to make sense of the worid around us by using our senses of tasting,
smeling, seeing, touching and hearing. Engaging our senses will help us
to leam and retain information well it i crucial for brain development.

Activitles to try: Baking using store cupboard ingredients, kneading
bread dough, making a cam botte, creatng . for

Drawing and painting
Getting messy is a great way to engage the senses and helps children to
create shapes and images for fun and to explore emotion.

older children and young peaple they erjoy making slime, creating new
culinary dishes o natural fuity facemasks to invigorate the senses.

show a feeling,hand or foot painting, landscapes, sef portraits

Our adolescents too need to have a creative outet o explore emotions.
Joumaling s an excellent way to allow them to express emotions thiough

ioblng or even painting.

Music and movement

“This allows children freedom to communicate all sorts of emotions
without judgment or expectation. Music can affer us the opporturity to
‘experience loudness, quietness, energy,cam and everything in between.

Activites to try: Dance, percussion, toafeeling,

Story telling, writing and drama
Using a puppet t tell a story o act ut an event that has happered will
help ith sequencing, order soring and problem solig.

Activites to try: Puppet theae, comfy comer for reading together,

rough and tumble play, tai chi, yoga, silly waks, sily faces, follow my

teling funny stoies.
\

leader. Musicis one of the most fundamental
‘emation, older chidren and young people could be supported to compie
plyists o reflect a range o feelings and emotions. Music has a
fundamental impact on the eward gathways of the brain and can trger
*feel happy” chemicals which can help to caim and regulate

\
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Make and model

g out of
explore sensa a
have created.

tch on their they

Activites to try: Junk modelling, lay dough, clay,shaving foam shapes.

\

“Itis in playing and only in playing that the individual child or adult is able to be creative and to
use the whole personality, and it is only in being creative that the individual discovers the self.”
Donald Woods Winnicott

Crewe Out Loud

Crewe Out Loud was a fantastic success on Saturday 17th May. Our pupils participated with
performances from Choir, piano solos, vocal solos, Drama monologues and duologues and
speeches about the importance and value of the arts. We also had Art work on display in the
exhibition.

Our pupils were able to perform in a professional theatre and also an amazing outdoor
theatre and share their hard work with the local community. They also saw performances
from other primary and secondary schools in the area.

We had a fantastic day celebrating the arts.

The pupils who took part are:



Brooke B
Ruby B
Maddy W
Pola H
Dylan S
Rutendo M
Jonah W
Oliver |-B
Teegan W
Bronwyn H
Kamdi P
Chrystabelle G
Chelsea-Blu S
Mythily B
Mert K
Maja B
Maisy T
Charley S
Adam S
Logan W
Victor Z

Cayden N

We also had some amazing art work on display.

E. Wright

Curriculum Team Leader - Performance and Vocational Faculty















Careers

On Wednesday 23rd April, a group of selected Year 10 pupils took part in a dynamic Revision
and Study Skills Session led by the team from Higher Horizons. The workshop was designed
to equip pupils with practical strategies for effective revision, time management, and exam
preparation - essential tools as they look ahead to their GCSE journey.

The session was highly interactive, giving pupils the opportunity to reflect on their current
habits and explore new techniques to support their learning. Pupils engaged enthusiastically,
gaining valuable tips on how to stay motivated, organise their workload, and make the most



of their revision time.Mrs Abberley, who helped coordinate the session, commented: “It was
fantastic to see our pupils so engaged and eager to learn new ways to improve their study
skills. This workshop has given them a real confidence boost as they begin to think more
seriously about their future pathways”. This inspiring session is part of an ongoing
programme with Higher Horizons to raise aspirations and broaden horizons for our pupils. As
a follow-up, the same group will be visiting the University of Chester in June. This exciting
trip will give pupils a chance to explore a university campus, experience student life, and
further develop their understanding of higher education pathways.We’re proud of our Year
10 pupils for their positive attitude and commitment to their future success. Opportunities
like these are a fantastic way to build confidence, raise ambitions, and prepare our pupils for
the next steps in their academic journey.We also look forward to a number of exciting
careers events taking place this summer, giving all pupils the chance to explore a range of
future education and employment opportunities:

* 3rd June - Year 10 Chester University visit Year 10 Employee readiness programme -
select dates and pupils

e 11th June - Year 10 More Able Keele University visit

e 17th June - Year 10 Made in Crewe Manufacturing employer encounter event - select
pupils

e 4th July - Year 10 Secondary college at CCSW
e 17th July - Drop down CHARACTER day all year groups

* Year 9 Pledge Explore visits - select dates and pupils

E. Abberley

Assistant Headteacher - Community and Personal Development




Parent Survey
We Value Your Feedback — Please Complete Our Parent Survey

We hope this message finds you well. As part of our ongoing efforts to develop our school
and provide the best possible experience for pupils and families, we are inviting you to
complete our Parent Survey.Your feedback is incredibly important to us. It helps us
understand what we're doing well and where we can improve. Whether it’s about
communication, academics, school culture, or support services, your input plays a vital role
in shaping the future of our school community.

The survey will only take a few minutes to complete, and all responses are anonymous. You
can access the survey using the link below:

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=t5Y2C2Xgm0ap5yVME_VWQGcDyhk
sjgdPjhzh7qTPRshURFo3NDRWWTBMMIpRTOFFOE5LMIIXSUPENS4u

Please complete the survey by Friday 23rd May. Thank you for taking the time to share your
thoughts with us. Together, we can continue to create a supportive, engaging and successful
learning environment for all pupils.



E. Abberley

Assistant Headteacher - Community and Personal Development

Calendar Dates

Here are some upcoming key dates:

e \Wednesday 18th June - SEND Parent Evening

e Thursday 26th June - Year 11 Prom

e Friday 4th July - SAC Day

e Friday 4th July - Year 10 Secondary College Day
e Friday 11th July - Trust INSET Day

e \Wednesday 16th July and Thursday 17th July - Cultural Capital Days
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