
History 

GCSE Learning Journey. 

Elizabethan England, c1568-

1603

Your journey 

continues onto the 

next GCSE unit

Elizabethan 
England, c1568-

1603. Part 1- 
Elizabeth’s court 
and Parliament.

Your journey starts here!

How did Elizabeth 

rule England? What 

was ‘The Court’?

What problems did 

Elizabeth face being a 

female ruler?

Who was Elizabeth? What 

was her background and 

character?

Was the reign of 

Elizabeth I really a 

‘Golden Age’?

What were standards of 

living and what did 

people wear?

Why was 

Elizabethan England 

a time of voyages, 

exploration and 

discovery?

How wealthy were 

people in 

Elizabethan 

England? Who 

were the gentry?

Who were Elizabeth’s 

most trusted ministers?

Why was the theatre so important 

in Elizabethan times?

What was Elizabeth’s 

relationship with Parliament?

Why was there  an 

increase in poverty 

in Elizabethan 

England?

Who were Elizabeth’s 

pirates?

What did Elizabeth 

and her Government 

do to help the poor?

What did Elizabeth 

do about religion? 

What was the 

religious settlement 

and how did this 

impact on her reign?

What were the 

reactions to 

Elizabeth’s religious 

settlement?

How was the Spanish 

Armada defeated?

What were 

attitudes like 

towards the 

poor?

Part 2- What 
was it like to 

live in 
Elizabethan 

England?

Part 3- 
Troubles at 
home and 

abroad

Which naval warfare 

tactics and 

technology did 

Elizabeth use?

Why was Elizabeth in 

conflict with Spain?

What are the key 

features of your site 

study (i.e Hardwick 

Hall/Drake’s 

circumnavigation of 

the Globe) and how 

do they relate to the 

wider historical 

context of 

Elizabethan times?

How did the Earls 

of the North 

disobey 

Elizabeth?

How was 

Elizabeth 

betrayed by one 

of her favourite  

Earls?

How did Puritans 

challenge Elizabeth’s 

religious settlement?

Who was Mary, 

Queen of Scots and 

why was she such a 

threat to Elizabeth?

Which Catholic plots 

aimed to depose 

Elizabeth?

Part 4- Site 
Study: the 

historic 
environment of 

Elizabethan 
England
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