
History GCSE Learning Journey
Britain: Health and the People, 

c1000 to the present day 

Britain: Health 
and the People. 

Part 1 The 
Understanding of 

medicine

Your journey continues 
onto the next GCSE unit

Part 2- 
Treatment

How did the catholic 
Church hinder the 
progress of medicine?

Hippocrates and Galen- The 
fathers of medicine and the 
foundations they set for the 
future.

How did advancements in 
Islamic medicine eventually 
influence Europe.

How did Vesalius help to 
develop the understanding of 
medicine?

How did John  Hunter 
help in the 
understanding of 
bacteria?

How did these three 
people (Louis 
Pasteur, Robert Koch 
and John Tyndall) 
contribute to the 
development of 
Germ theory.

How did treatments 
change in the 
Renaissance period?

How has modern 
technology helped 
us to understand 
the human body 
better?

Medieval: Rich 
verses poor- The 
Four Humours 
Theory

What was significant about the 
first vaccine made by Edward 
Jenner?

The Great Plague- Did 
Government actions change 
after the 1348 outbreak?

How was penicillin a revolutionary 
treatment?

Antibiotic resistance and 
alternative medicine.

Pasteur, 
Koch, magic 
bullets and 
the race for 
vaccines

Examples of good Medieval 
public health in monasteries 
and hospitals.

The impact of the 
World Wars: x-rays, 
blood transfusions 
and plastic surgery.

The development of 
anaesthetic and James 
Simpson

The Black Death and 
its impacts.

John Hunter- 
aneurysms and 
dentistry

Modern surgery and 
key technological 
developments- 
keyhole, radiation and 
laser surgery.

The NHS- Why was it created and 
what benefits has it brought to the 
people of Britain?

Your journey 
starts here!

Part 3- 
Surgery

Pare and battlefield surgery. What 
impact did WW1 have on surgery?

Where did the understanding of 
the body come from?

Modern treatment: free vaccines, 
new drugs, IVF treatments.

How significant were Vesalius and 
Harvey in the understanding of 
the fabric of the human body and 
blood circulation?

Which surgeons had a greater 
impact on change? 

Dealing with 
infection and 
Joseph Lister

Part 4- Public 
Health

Medieval towns- 
Why were the 
conditions so poor?

17th and 18th Century 
hospitals- what 
changed?

Cholera and the end 
of laissez-faire

Industrial towns- Why 
has nothing 
improved?

Liberal reforms- the 
start of the welfare 
state
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