
Music Learning 
Journey

Year 
7

What are the 
main Elements 

of Music?
How is music 

written 
down?

Walking in the 
AIr

How is the 
keyboard laid 

out?Assessment:
Keyboard skills 

performing!

Baseline Test

How can music 
be shown in 
pictures & 

graphic scores?

Bumps & 
Crashes

Year 
8

Year 
9

Year 
10

All Stations 
To: 

Rhythms

Assessment:
Bumps & 

Crashes group 
composing!

How are rhythms 
written down?

What are time 
signatures?

Assessment-: All 
Stations To…

Reading rhythms 
performing!

Melodies 

How do music 
staves work? Assessment: Love 

Is Come Again 
keyboard 

performing!

TV Adverts

What makes a good 
melody?

What is an AABA 
structure?

What do step, leap & 
repeat mean?

The World 
of Scales

Why is Beethoven such a famous & 
important composer?

Film Music

Why is muisic so 
important in films, & 
what is  its history?

The music of 
John 

Williams

The Blues

What was the 
industrial revolution?

Where did Blues music come 
from & what is its history?

What are chords & 
how does the 12 Bar 

Blues work?

How are 
Blues song 

lyrics 
structured?

Variations

What are 
‘variations’ in 

music?

How do we use roman 
numerals for chords?

Christmas 
Songwriting 

What are the names for the 
different parts of a song?

Protest 
Songs

How have musicians over time have used 
songs to protest about important issues?

Key Words: 
a quick look 

at GCSE 
terms 

What are 
the key 
GCSE 
terms 
which 

underpin 
the 

course?

What are the different ways artists 
can change songs to create new 

cover versions?

What are the course 
requirements? 

What are the key 
musical terms that 

underpin the course?

Periods of 
Classical 

Music

Coursework 
focus: 

performing  
& 

composing

Formal assessment 1:
Listening & Appraising

What are some of the musical 
features of Set Work 1: 
Badinerie by JS Bach?

Formal assessment 2: 
Listening & Appraising 
Assessed performance 

Welcome to 
Year 11!

Can we recall 
detailed 

information 
about these 
key terms?

Set Composing 
Brief  issued to 

students to start 
ideas on

Students working on solo 
& ensemble 

performances

Students working on final  
solo & ensemble 

performances

Your journey 
continues onto a 
possible KS5 
course…

Deadline for  performing & 
composing coursework

Eduqas GCSE Music Listening & Appraising Past PapersExam=style listening 
& appraising 

questions

Final Listening & 
Appraising Exam 

40%

Assessment: AABA 
melodies 

composing!

What are scales & 
what are the different 

types?
How do TV Adverts 

use music & lyrics to 
sell their products?

Assessment: 
Group TV Advert 

composing

Assessment: Fur 
Elise keyboard 

performing!

What are 
tones & 

semitones?

What are Binary Form 
& Ternary Form?

Assessment: 
Semitone 

descriptive 
composing!

Assessment: 
John Williams 

themes 
keyboard 

performing!

What is a riff or 
ostinato in music?

Assessment: film 
scene 

composing!

Assessment: 12 Bar 
Blues  performing!

Assessment: 12 Bar 
Blues song group 

composing!

Assessment: ‘Pachelbel’s 
Canon’ performing!

What are 
examples of 

sacred & secular 
Christmas 

music?

Assessment: 
Original Christmas 
song composing!

Assessment: Cover version of an 
existing Protest Song

What are some 
famous examples 
of protest songs?

Own choice 
covers: 

preparing 
for Year 10

Assessment: own choice cover 
version, as a solo or in a group!

Year 
11

The 
instruments 

of the 
orchestra

Start music 
theory…ongoing 
throughout Year 

10!

What makes up the string, brass, 
woodwind & percussion sections?

Composing  5:
Set brief

What are the musical features of the 
Baroque, Classical & Romantic  Periods?

Composing 2:
Riffs & Ostinato

Composing 3:
Chords & harmony

Set works 
first look

World 
music:

Bhangra

What does good instrumental/vocal 
practice look like?

What are the instruments & musical 
features of world music &  Bhangra?

Popular 
Music

What are the genres & musical features 
within popular music?

Composing 
4::

Textures

Composing 1:
Programmatic 

Music

Composing  6:
Instrumental/vocal 

techniques

DR SMITH 
Revisit

Set works 
fin depth

What are the detailed musical 
features of Set Work 1: 
Badinerie by JS Bach?

What are some of the musical 
features of Set Work 2: Toto by 

Africa

What are the detailed musical 
features of Set Work 2: Africa 

by Toto?

Students working on ideas for 
Set Brief & free-choice 

compositions

Formal assessment 1: 
Listening & Appraising 
Assessed performance 

The final 
push!

Students working on final Set 
Brief & free-choice 

compositions

Formal 
assessment 2: 

Listening & 
Appraising 
Assessed 

performance 

Roadmap for 
deadlines!!

Focus on 
Listening & 
Appraising

Revision of two set works: 
Badinerie By Bach & Africa by 

Toto

Final 
revision!
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