
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

The slave trade and middle passage 
 
The transatlantic slave trade, spanning the 16th to 

19th centuries, was a dreadful system that forcibly 

relocated millions of Africans to the Americas. 

Kidnapped, sold, and subjected to brutal 

conditions, slaves endured unimaginable suffering. 

This commercial business fuelled economic growth 

in the Americas and Europe but left a devastating 

legacy of complete racism and exploitation of black 

people for hundreds of years. 

The Middle Passage was the traumatic middle leg 

of the transatlantic slave trade, transporting 

enslaved Africans to the Americas. Lasting weeks, 

conditions were dreadful, with overcrowded, 

unsanitary ships. Many died from disease, abuse, 

or suicide. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This topic looks at the slave trade that the British took part in 
where we investigate the historical oppression of Black individuals. 
We then examine the shift to the Civil Rights movement with the 
ongoing struggle for equality, justice, and anti-discrimination 
measures, particularly for African Americans in the United States. 

The abolition of slavery 
 

 
The abolition of slavery, a transformative 19th-
century movement, saw the end of legal right to own 
a slave. Following the American Civil War in the 19th 
Century, activists like Frederick Douglass, Harriet 
Tubman, and William Wilberforce championed 
abolition, leading to law-making victories, such as the 
Emancipation Proclamation and the 13th 
Amendment in the United States, ultimately ending 
the rights to own an individual. 

The Jim Crow Laws 
 
Jim Crow laws, enforced in the Southern United States from the late 19th to mid-20th century, 
established racial segregation. Directing separate facilities for Black and white citizens, they achieved 
systemic racism, denying African Americans equal rights and opportunities. These laws impacted 
education, public spaces, and employment, developing a segregated society. The Civil Rights Movement 
eventually challenged and dismantled Jim Crow, marking a significant step toward racial equality, but its 
legacy lingers in the struggle against systemic racism.  

Harriet Tubman- The Moses of her people! 
 

Harriet Tubman, born as a slave, escaped to freedom and dedicated 

her life to helping other slaves escape through the Underground 

Railroad, guiding around 300 people to safety. This railroad was a 

secret network aiding escaped slaves to freedom, with routes and 

safe houses, crucial in the 19th-century anti-slavery movement. An 

committed abolitionist, she served as a nurse, spy, and scout during 

the Civil War, contributing to Union efforts and their eventual 

victory. Tubman's resilience, leadership, and commitment to justice 

made her a pivotal figure in the abolition of slavery. 

Life on the plantations 
 

Plantation life in the Americas, mainly 

during the 17th to 19th centuries, cantered 

on large agricultural estates where slaves 

worked in brutal conditions. These 

plantations were led by hierarchical social 

structures, they were economic 

powerhouses, cultivating crops like sugar 

and cotton. Slaves faced cruelty such as 

lashings and lynchings, hardship, and 

limited personal freedom. 

 

The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) 
 
The Ku Klux Klan (KKK), established in 
1865, emerged as a leading white 
supremacist group in the United 
States. Infamous for violence, 
intimidation, and terror, it targeted 
African Americans and other minority 
communities. Operating in waves, the 
KKK sought to maintain racial hierarchy 
and opposing civil rights 
advancements. Though its influence 
declined and resurged over time, the 
Klan remains a symbol of deep-seated 
racism and the ongoing struggle for 
equality and justice in American 
history. 

The Civil Rights movement 
 
Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr., and Malcolm X played pivotal roles in the U.S. 
civil rights movement. Parks' defiance sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 
influencing nonviolent resistance. Martin Luther King Jr.'s leadership and advocacy 
for peaceful protest brought national attention to racial injustice. Malcolm X, 
while encouraging a more aggressive approach, prompted dialogue on systemic 
racism. These figures collectively contributed significantly to the push for equality, 
inspiring change and challenging racial discrimination in different ways. 


