
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

What happened to Germany 
after WW2? 

 
After World War II, the Allies decided to divide 
Germany into four occupation zones, each 
controlled by one of the Allied powers: the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, and 
France. They aimed to demilitarize Germany, 
dismantle Nazi organisations, and promote 
democratic reforms through denazification and 
reconstruction efforts. 

Introduction 
 

The Cold War emerged from ideological differences 
and power struggles between the United States and 
the Soviet Union after World War II. Competing 
political ideologies, capitalist democracy versus 
communist dictatorship, led to a prolonged standoff 
marked by fear, suspicion, and military build-up, 
shaping global politics for decades. 

 
 

How did Truman respond to the Soviet 
takeover of Europe? 

 
President Truman reacted to Soviet expansion with a 
policy of containment, aiming to prevent the spread 
of communism and Soviet influence. He implemented 
the Truman Doctrine, providing economic and 
military aid to nations threatened by communism, 
and initiated the Marshall Plan to aid post-war 
recovery in Europe. Additionally, he supported NATO 
as a deterrent against Soviet aggression. 

How did the USSR respond to the US’s 
containment policies? 

 
Comecon (Council for Mutual Economic Assistance) 
and Cominform (Communist Information Bureau) were 
both responses by the Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc 
countries to counteract US geopolitical influence and 
the Marshall Plan. Comecon aimed to promote 
economic cooperation among communist states as an 
alternative to Western economic trading, while 
Cominform sought to coordinate communist parties 
and policies in response to perceived Western threats. 

What was the Soviet expansion into 
Europe? 

 
Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe refers to the 
establishment of communist governments and Soviet 
influence over countries liberated from Nazi 
occupation after World War II. Through political, 
economic, and military means, the Soviet Union 
installed pro-communist governments in Eastern 
European nations, creating the Eastern Bloc, which 
served as a buffer zone against the West. 

 

What caused the Berlin blockade and 
airlift? 

 
The Berlin Blockade and Airlift were triggered by the Soviet 
Union's attempt to establish control over West Berlin, which 
was located within Soviet-controlled East Germany. In response 
to Western efforts to rebuild West Germany into the capitalist 
world, the Soviets blocked land access to West Berlin in 1948, 
aiming to force the Western Allies to abandon their authority in 
the city. This led to the Allies starting the Berlin Airlift to supply 
West Berlin with food, fuel, and other essentials via air 
transport, effectively ruining the blockade. 

 
 
 
 
 

How did espionage grow during the Cold 
War? 

During the Cold War, espionage (spying) expanded due to 
increased tensions and technological advancements. 
Both the US and the Soviet Union invested heavily in 
intelligence gathering, using advanced surveillance and 
communication technologies. Espionage played a crucial 
role in proxy conflicts, space exploration, and maintaining 
strategic advantages in the global struggle for supremacy. 
 


