How did espionage grow during the Cold

War?

During the Cold War, espionage (spying) expanded due to

increased tensions and technological advancements.
Both the US and the Soviet Union invested heavily in

intelligence gathering, using advanced surveillance and
communication technologies. Espionage played a crucial
role in proxy conflicts, space exploration, and maintaining
strategic advantages in the global struggle for supremacy.

Nuclear Arms Race
Cause: The development of nuclearweapons
during World War Il heightened tensions
between the USand the Soviet Union. Both
sides sought to build and stockpile nuclear
collections to prevent potential aggression.

Space Race
Cause: The launch of Sputnik, the world's first
artificial satellite, by the Soviet Union in 1957
triggered the space race. The US feared Soviet
technological superiority and wanted to
demonstrate its own capabilities.
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Introduction

The Cold War emerged from ideological differences
and power struggles between the United States and
the Soviet Union after World War Il. Competing
political ideologies, capitalist democracy versus
communist dictatorship, led to a prolonged standoff
marked by fear, suspicion, and military build-up,
shaping global politics for decades.

Escalation: The testing and deployment of
increasingly powerful nuclearweapons,
including hydrogen bombs, led toa dangerous
escalation of the arms race.

Mutual Assured Destruction {MAD): The policy
of MAD emerged, suggesting that neitherside
would start a nuclearattack for fear of
retaliation, thus preventing all-out nuclearwar.

Competition: Both nations competed toachieve
significant milestones in space exploration, such
as manned spaceflights, moon landings, and
space station construction.

Symbolism: The space race symbolised the
ideologicaland technological rivalry between
capitalismand communism, serving as a means
to demonstrate scientific, military, and political
dominance.

‘ Warsaw Pact

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation)

Formation | Established in 1949 by the US, Canada,
and several European countries to
provide collective defence against the

threat of Soviet aggression.

Formed in 1955 in response to the West
Germany joining NATO, the Warsaw Pact
was a military alliance among the Soviet
Union and its buffer zone states in Eastern
Europe.

Members | Initially comprised 12 member states,
expandingover time to include

additional European countries.

Included the Soviet Union, East Germany,
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania,
Bulgaria, and Albania {until 1968).

Mission NATO's primary mission was to provide
a collective security umbrella for its
members, promoting stabilityand
preventing aggression through military

cooperation and joint defence planning.

The Warsaw Pact aimed to provide an
opposition to NATO's military presence in
Europe, helpingcoordinationand
cooperation among communist states for
unified defence.

What caused the Berlin blockade and

airlift?

The Berlin Blockade and Airlift were triggered by the Soviet
Union's attempt to establish control over West Berlin, which
was located within Soviet-controlled East Germany. In response
to Western efforts to rebuild West Germany into the capitalist
world, the Soviets blocked land access to West Berlin in 1948,
aiming to force the Western Allies to abandon their authority in
the city. This led to the Allies starting the Berlin Airlift to supply
West Berlin with food, fuel, and other essentials via air
transport, effectively ruining the blockade.
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Ideological area Gapitalism Gommunism

Economic Based on private ownership ofthe | Encourages collective ownership of

system means of production and the the means of production and the
pursuit of profit through free end of private property. Goods and
market competition. services are distributed based on

need.

Beliefs Encourages individualism, Aim for social equality, cooperation,
entrepreneurship, and the growth and the elimination of class
of wealth. Prices and production differences. Production is planned
are determined by supply and and controlled by the state or
demand. community.

Government Typically associated with Often associated with controlling

system democratic forms of government, | governments or one-party states,
where individual freedoms and where the governmentcontrols all
property rights are protected. aspects of society and the

€conomy.

Criticisms Criticised for promoting inequality, | Criticised for restricting individual
exploitation, and environmental freedoms, stopping creativity,
decline. Critics argue that leading to a society that does not
capitalism can lead to monopolies | progress or flourish. Critics argue
and economic instability. that centralised planning can lead

1o corruption and economic
stagnation.

How did the USSR respond to the US’s
containment policies?

Comecon (Council for Mutual Economic Assistance)
and Cominform (Communist Information Bureau) were
both responses by the Soviet Union and Eastern Bloc
countries to counteract US geopolitical influence and
the Marshall Plan. Comecon aimed to promote
economic cooperation among communist states as an
alternative to Western economic trading, while
Cominform sought to coordinate communist parties
and policies in response to perceived Western threats.
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What happened to Germany
after WW2?

After World War 11, the Allies decided to divide
Germany into four occupation zones, each
controlled by one of the Allied powers: the United
States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, and
France. They aimed to demilitarize Germany,
dismantle Nazi organisations, and promote
democratic reforms through denazification and
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How did Truman respond to the Soviet
takeover of Europe?

President Truman reacted to Soviet expansion with a
policy of containment, aiming to prevent the spread
of communism and Soviet influence. He implemented
the Truman Doctrine, providing economic and
military aid to nations threatened by communism,
and initiated the Marshall Plan to aid post-war
recovery in Europe. Additionally, he supported NATO
as a deterrent against Soviet aggression.

reconstruction efforts.
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What was the Soviet expansion into
Europe?

Soviet expansion in Eastern Europe refers to the
establishment of communist governments and Soviet
influence over countries liberated from Nazi
occupation after World War Il. Through political,
economic, and military means, the Soviet Union
installed pro-communist governments in Eastern
European nations, creating the Eastern Bloc, which
served as a buffer zone against the West.




