
Primary Colours: Red, yellow and blue
Primary colours: are the 3 pigment colours that cannot be 
mixed or formed by any combination of other colours. All other 
colours are derived from these 3 colours.
Secondary Colours: Green, orange and purple
These are the colours formed by mixing the primary colours.
Tertiary Colours: Yellow-orange, red-orange, red-purple, blue-
purple, blue-green & yellow-green
These are the colours formed by mixing a primary and a 
secondary colour.
Complementary colours: are opposite each other on the colour 
wheel. 
Harmonious colours: are next to each other on the colour 
wheel. 

Colour theory  

Tone: Add shading to your 
drawings or painting, by 
using lighter or darker tones, 
to make them, look 3D.   

Texture: the way something feels 

Pattern: something that repeats 

Kandinsky: Russian born artist who painted his 
emotions using shapes and lines whist  listening 
to music.

Formal Elements 
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