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 The Bonfire of the Vanities  by Tom 
Wolfe 

  

Caustic satire on the money-feverish 
Eighties, set in New York City.      

 The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald 

  

Mysterious businessman Jay Gatsby hosts 
lavish parties at his Long Island mansion, 
but beneath the glitz and glamour of this 
wealthy superficial world, lies sadness and 
tragedy. 

 Billy Elliot by Melvin Burgess    
 

Set in the Thatcher era of the 1980’s with 
the backdrop of the miners’ strike , this 
gritty tale of economic hardship and family 
tragedy , with have you laughing and crying 
in equal measure.   

 The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

   

Set during the Great Depression, the Joad 
family travel from the dustbowl of 
Oklahoma to the land of hope, California, to 
escape hardship and poverty. False hopes, 
thwarted desires and broken dreams follow.  

 Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens  

 

Oliver escapes the Victorian workhouse to a 
life on the harsh streets of London and it’s 
underworld class.  Grinding poverty, 
desperation, fear, and hope feature in this 
Dickens classic.       

Fiction  Websites  

Podcasts 

• www.economist.com 

• www.theworldin.com 

• www.bbc.co.uk/news/business/economy 

• www.uk.reuters.com/business 

• www.ft.com 

• www.economicsuk.com 

• www.freakonomics.com 

• www.bankofengland.co.uk 

• BBC Radio 4—The World of Business—Insights into the business 
world  from In Business, Global  Business, In The Balance, and 
Business Matters. Pop-up Economics with Tim Harford and The 
Story of Economics. 

 

• Freakonomics— Radio and podcasts from the team behind the 
business and  philanthropy consulting company TGG. 

 

• The Economist—radio show and podcasts from  the  leading  
editorial on everything  economics and business related. 

Inspiration 

“No nation was ever ruined 
by trade.”  

 

Benjamin Franklin 
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Minimum grade required: GCSE grade 6 in Economics (if studied) with 

at least a grade 5 in English and Maths.  

Books you may find useful to broaden your 

Economics knowledge will be found in all libraries 

under the following Dewey Decimal numbers:     

     

Data Processing: 004                         Economics: 330      

      

Statistics: 310                                           Finance: 332 

 

Law: 340                                                        Trade: 380                                

 More Sex is Safer Sex: The 
Unconventional Wisdom of 
Economics by Steven E Landsburg  

 

How the world’s most important and 
complex problems—poverty, 
innovation and the financial crisis—
can only be solved from the bottom 
up. 330 

 Predictably Irrational: The Hidden 
Forces That Shape our Decisions by 
Dan Ariely 

 

Blending everyday examples with 
illuminating and surprising experiments, 
Ariely cuts to the heart of our strange 
behaviour. 158 

 

 The Undercover Economist by Tim 
Harford 

 

A fresh explanation of the fundamental 
principles of the modern economy, with 
examples from the streets of London to 

the skyscrapers of Shanghai.  330 

Non-Fiction School Information 

Periodicals & Newspapers 

Exam Board: AQA 

Subject Leader: Mr J Edwards   

 Freakonomics  by Levitt & Dubner   

 
Assume nothing, question everything. What do 
estate agents and the Klu Klux Klan have in 
common? Why do drug dealers live with their 
mothers? The answer: Freakonomics.  330  

* Check out the Freakquel—Super Freakonomics 

 The Money Machine: How the City Works 
by Philip Coggan 

  

Cutting through the headlines, the 
scandal, and the jargon to  explain the 
nuts and bolts of the financial system.  332 

 

 Nudge by Richard H Thaler 

 

Improve decisions about health, 
wealth and happiness by using  human 
fallability to our advantage. 302 

 Misbehaving: The Making of Behavioural 
Economics by Richard H Thaler  

 

Traditional economics assumes that rational 
forces shape everything. Behavioural 
economics knows better. 330 

 Superforecasting: The Art and Science 
of Prediction by Philip Tetlock  

 

 With advice from “Superforecasters” who 
have been proven to outperform 
professional intelligence analysts comes this 
indispensable guide on decision making.  303  

 The Economist 

 

Insight and opinion on international 
news, business, and finance.  

 Economic Review 
 

Topical articles, case studies and 
coverage of key events to help deepen 
A level subject knowledge.    

 Newspapers 
 

For a quick weekly round up of both 
domestic and international business 
and economics affairs, look in the 
Sunday newspapers. 

You may wish to consider subscribing to :   

A comprehensive book list is available from Mrs Moody as 

part of the Independent Study booklet.  
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