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Key 
Vocabulary Definition 

Adaptation The process of changing something to better 
suit a situation. 

Mitred butt 
joint 

A join between two pieces of wood or the like, 
meeting at an angle. 

Dimensions A measurement of length, width or height 

Appealing Something that is attractive or interesting. 

clamp A brace, band, or clasp for strengthening or 
holding things together.  

technique Skill or ability in a particular field.  

Modify To change the form or qualities of something 

Vocabulary 

Key Questions       Design house 
 IKEA  

1943—present  

Key Facts 

IKEA, originally a mail-order business selling pencils, 
postcards, and other merchandise started as a commercial 
business in 1943. 
In 1948, furniture was introduced as part of their 
merchandise and Ingvar Kamprad starts exploring 
innovative solutions such as furniture design, self-assembly 
and advertising.  
The first computer, the size of a room, was bought. During 
the 1970s, computerisation enabled the introduction of 
computer-controlled delivery of products to stores.  
Ingvar, the founder f IKEA was one of the greatest 
entrepreneurs of the 20th century revolutionised how 
retailers operate.  
Ikea first brought out its now signature style of flat-pack 
furniture in the 1950s.   

Flat-packed furniture and having a shop layout have given 
IKEA their competitive edge and  impacted the furniture 
industry. 
IKEA has always remained dedicated to innovation in 
Product design and sustainability right from its inception, 
hence their success. Timeline  

Work Examples 

Joseph Henry 

1797—1878 

Henry Ford 

1863—1947 

Ikea 

1943– present 

Michele Walker 

1947— present 

Matthew Reinhart 

1971-present  

Nadiya Hussain 

1984—present 


