Whole School Handwriting Progression (Pen Pals)

Key Stage 1

Building on EYFS, pupils in Key Stage 1 develop a legible style. This is achieved in Year 1 by developing a comfortable and
efficient pencil grip and by practising handwriting in conjunction with phonics, spelling, and independent writing. Lower
case letters are formed correctly in a script that will be easy to join. Children will practice the four basic handwriting joins
(diagonal and horizontal joins to letters with and without ascenders) as soon as they begin to learn digraphs and trigraphs
within phonics. This will be assessed periodically in phonics/writing sessions.

Key Stage 2

During this stage, the children continue to have direct teaching and regular practice of handwriting. We aim for them to
develop a clear and fluent style by the end of Key Stage 2 and be able to adapt their handwriting for different audiences and
purposes. This will be assessed as part of the termly writing assessment and assessed against the KS2 criteria.

From Year 3 onwards children will begin to transition from the use of pencil to ink by using a pen in all lessons (with the
exception of Maths). Berol Handwriting Pens are used within Year 3 and 4, and once in year 5, children move onto using a
fountain pen.

Points to note:

¢ Ascending and descending letters are half the size again of small letters.

e Children should be taught to hold pen/pencil correctly and loosely for flexibility.

e Chair should be straight and tucked comfortably into the table.

¢ Lower back should be touching the back of the chair.

e Child’s “free” hand should hold the book steady without getting in the way of the writing hand.

¢ When marking or writing comments, members of staff use cursive handwriting as appropriate.

e Children should be taught basic uniform style with a view to developing individual style later — only when fluent.

The Learning Environment

A dedicated writing area is established in all classrooms within EYFS, where children are given a wide variety of media with
which to write. In addition, each classroom has a ‘washing line” where shared writing is hung in order to display writing of a
high standard at all times.

Equal opportunities and children with SEND

All children must have the opportunity and the encouragement to reach their full potential regardless of race, creed or

sex. Children with Special Educational Needs, where necessary, will be provided with specialist equipment such as pencil
grips, wider ruled lined paper or a writing slope.
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Phase 2 Letter Formation and Joins
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slither down
the snake

down the tower,
across the tower

down the plait, up and
over the pirates face

round the apple,
down the leaf

down the body,
dot for the head
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round her face, all around curl around down the kangaroo’s curl around the caterpillar
down her hair and the orange the caterpillar body, tail and leg to the kangaroo's head

give her a curl. down the kangaroo’s

body, tail and leg
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down the head to the
hooves and over his back

down the
long leg

down the stem,
draw the leaves and down
the stem, draw the leaves

down the stem and
draw the leaves

down the laces,
over the toe

down Nobby,
over the net

Maisie, mountain,

mountain.

lift off the top and
scoop out the egg

down and under the
umbrella, up to the top

round his bottom, up his tall
neck and down to his feet
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down the robot’s back,
then up and curl

and down to the puddle.

down the long leg and up,
then down the long leg

slither down the snake
and slither down the snake



Phase 3 Letter Formation and Joins
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Phase 5 Letter Formation and Joins
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