
Here’s an overview of the eligibility criteria for 30 hours of free nursery funding in England: 

   Who can get it? 

• Location: You must live in England. 

• Child’s age:  

o From September 2025, the scheme covers children from 9 months old up to school age. 

o Traditionally, it was for 3- and 4-year-olds, but the expansion now includes younger children. 

• Work status:  

o You (and your partner, if you have one) must be:  

▪ In paid work (employed or self-employed), or starting a new job. 

▪ On sick leave, annual leave, or parental leave (maternity, paternity, adoption). 

• Income:  

o Each parent must expect to earn at least the equivalent of 16 hours per week at National 
Minimum Wage:  

▪ About £195/week or £10,158/year if you’re 21 or over. 

o You must earn less than £100,000 per year (per parent). 

• Immigration status:  

o You must have British/Irish citizenship, settled/pre-settled status, or permission to access 
public funds. 

• Special cases:  

o If one parent works and the other cannot due to disability or caring responsibilities, you may still 
qualify. 

o Newly self-employed parents have a 12-month “start-up” period where income rules are 
relaxed. 

  You’re not eligible if: 

• Your child does not usually live with you. 

• Either parent earns over £100,000 adjusted net income. 

When does it start? 

• Funding begins the term after your child reaches the qualifying age (e.g., turns 9 months or 3 years). 

How to apply? 

• Apply online via your GOV.UK childcare account. 

• You’ll get an 11-digit code to give to your childcare provider. 

• You must reconfirm eligibility every 3 months. [gov.uk], [educationh...log.gov.uk], 
[govexplained.co.uk], [inews.co.uk] 

 

https://www.gov.uk/free-childcare-if-working/check-youre-eligible
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/09/how-to-apply-for-30-hours-free-childcare-and-find-out-if-youre-eligible/
https://govexplained.co.uk/family-and-childcare/childcare-and-parenting/30-hours-free-childcare-explained/
https://inews.co.uk/news/30-hours-free-childcare-expansion-3689643

