[image: A logo with colorful hands on a tree

Description automatically generated]




Thornhill Primary School
English Progression of Knowledge

Intent
At Thornhill Primary School, we place English at the centre of our curriculum. We believe that the ability to read, write and speak confidently is fundamental to success in all subjects and in life beyond school. Our intent is to develop articulate, thoughtful learners who:
· Read widely and with curiosity.
· Write with clarity, creativity and purpose.
· Speak with confidence in a range of contexts.
We aim to foster a love of literature and language, helping children build a rich vocabulary and a strong literary repertoire that supports their learning across the curriculum.
Implementation
We deliver English through both the Literacy Tree curriculum and a bespoke Hamwic curriculum which use a thematic and book-based approach that places high-quality children’s literature at the heart of learning. Our teaching is structured around the Teach Through a Text pedagogy, which ensures consistency and depth across all year groups.
Key features of our approach include:
· Immersion in quality texts: Children explore the language, themes and structure of engaging books before beginning their own writing.
· Purposeful writing opportunities: Each unit leads to meaningful outcomes, with a clear audience and purpose.
· Integrated grammar and vocabulary: Language skills are taught in context, enhancing understanding and application.
· Reading for pleasure: We promote a love of reading through daily reading sessions, library access, and author studies.
Phonics is taught using a systematic programme in EYFS and KS1, ensuring children develop strong decoding skills early on. Spelling, punctuation and grammar are embedded throughout the curriculum and revisited regularly.
Impact
The impact of our English curriculum is seen in the confidence and creativity of our learners. Children at Thornhill:
· Develop strong reading habits and can discuss texts with insight.
· Write with increasing sophistication, adapting their style for different audiences and purposes.
· Speak clearly and confidently, expressing ideas and opinions effectively.
Progress is monitored through formative and summative assessments, and outcomes are used to inform planning and support.
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Writing Milestones 
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Overview of Units (...so far!)

Lighthouse

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
Year 1 Brown Bear, Brown | Lostand Found | The hungry Twant my hat | Little Red Riding | The Lighthouse
Bear caterpillar back Hood Keeper's Lunch
How to catch a
jiicidisgisting Bl Katie in London | Handa’s Surprise
sandwich
Year 2 e
The Day the | The Bear and the SICS Sl The Dragon
By ihe ° Tang in my Dear Earth 2
Crayon’s Quit Piano e Machine
Year 3
eonancihe Arthurand the | g 1ron Man BFG Tower The Tin Forest
Place between golden rope
Year 4
Rumaysa Winter’s Child W3 ’l;‘iztr:,hb“ Dragon Mountain Quest The Last Bear
Year s
Holes Beowulf The Lighthouse Skellig Kensuke's Road’s End
Kingdom
Year 6
Wildboy Letesiiomite Macbeth Alma The Piano Wonder

Those highlighted in green are written and ready for teachers.
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[vear 1 [Autumn 1 [Autumn 2 [spring 1 lspring 2 [Summer 1 [summer 2
< [spell words (phonemes
H fraught)
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3 penci grip/posture
H |Letter formation (incl 0-9)
F [Begin to form capital letters
N Regular plural noun suffixes (-|
5 B conbe agces o T enton ot s
Ed erbs (-ing and -ed) [Regular plural noun suffixes (-f-er/-est) [prefix un- [rpplication of skills
b
" Ko wirar maies 3 sme
[knowing what makes a simple sentence (nouns and verbs) \and’
§  Eontonce nouns and verbs) [orlly rehéarse and Wite & |y renearse and writeq S a0 to join words (8591 use“and'toJoin se-andto Join causes
£ 0 [oraly rehearse o sentence. _bentance orally et foraly renearse andwrite s |25 wrtea  Prally rehearse and wrie a
£ " knowing seavence of words tofead what they have entence ety er entence
8 fomatemmenee ket make sure it makes
Boon T seauance sevancer
e s dictated sentence Lons betws prome
% i u iscuss wh v
£ Lo tuant monemes and  Pscusswhat thoy nve. oo to sequence sntenes
b e i e techeror | pesin 1o seauence snt
L Read their writing aloud to ther pupils
fanarmies
Foproprate aed rger
becinning il fters ana racer
5 [ sopsto demarcate . [c2ptl letters and full stops tolEY 1t of names of
H entences e ot o bersonal[Pe0Ple and places [Begin to use question marks | Begin to use exclamation
B e copialltters for personall e c2pta! person o s o th oy of Imares
H [spaces between words s e wore

Terminology

lLetter, capital letter, noun,
erb, full stop

fplural/singular

fQuestion mark

Exclamation mark
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[Year 2

[Autumn 1

[Autumn 2

[Spring 1

[Spring 2

|[Summer 1

[Summer 2

Transcription

Form Tower-case fetters of the
orrect size relative to one
nother

JBegin to use consistent spacing
etueen words (with support

Form lower-case letters accuratel
nd consistently sized

Juse spacing between words that
Jrefcts the size of the leteers

Wite capital letters and digits
¥ the correct

ize, orientation and
Feationship to one another and
o lower-case ltters

Continue to write capital leters
nd digits correctly in context

IMaintain consistent spacing and
Jize across sentences

[Start uaing some of the dlagoral
fand horizontal strokes needed to
join letters

Junderstand which leters are best|
ot unjoined

evelop use of daganal and
horizontal oining strokes with
|ncreasing confidence

hoose when to oin or leave
etters unjoined

: o s S Brov'e p———
word ur-_est_y o _er B e o erange v enang R
e from memry simple sentences dctated by the teacher that include words using the GPCs, common exception words and pUnctuation taught so far
[Begin to Use comuncions _[Dse conjunctions P20 to use conjunctions [Begi 1o use conjanctions
IAND BT BECAUSE laND BuT BECAUSE F WHEN [rhAT  OR
|Sentence [Begin to write an
lUse and write statements  [pegin to wrie questions [Begin to write commands e e o e, | Subordination
Isegin to write expanded noun|
hrose
[To begin using correct choice [Use correct choice and pean !,'3 “55 of the progressive Uscbof the progressive form of
[Text land consistent use of present [consistent use of present [0 Of verbs n the prasent vrbs i the precent and past
fense and past tense ense and past tense I oroaress 1o exampe,sh i progrec forexarmple e s
[roughout wrting roughout wrting v, he o shouing ' romming, e was stng)
[Eormmas to separate tems
luse question marks and ot
ion  |!se of capita etters and full fexclamtion marks to lapostrophes to maric wherd
Punctuation k. i, demarcate ldemarcate sentences Jse exclamation Marks £ letters are missingin  [Apostrophes to mark
entences speling ingular possession in nouns
|(? to be included in NF unit) [for example, the girl's
lname]
[Terminology [rense, past, present, Jpast progressive lapostrophe
[conjunction [Fxpanded noun phrase [Present progressive |contraction [comma, possession
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|Year 3

[Autumn 1

Autumn 2

Ispring 1

[Spring 2

[Summer 1

[Summer 2

Transcription

[Revise uze of diagonal and
Jnorizontal strokes needed to
join letters

Jpegin to understand which
etters are bestleft unjoined

S diaganal and Forzontal
oining strokes more
onsistently

egin to apply foining in short
Jeces of writing

ncrease Tegibiity of
andwriting (clear leter
formation and Joins)

iz¢ and spacing

mprove consistency Tn
sandwriting (simiar leter size,
ven spacing)

gin to improve consistency InfEnsure basic alignment on the

improve qualty of handwriting
(clear joins, consistent size, neat
ayout)

[pesin ensuring downstrokes are
arallel and evenly spaced

aintain legiblty, consistency, and
ality across longer pieces.

gin spacing lines appropriately so
scenders/descenders do not dlash

Joictated sentences inclucing

Dictated sentences including

Dictated sentences for Aut2

Dictated sentences for Spr1

Dictated sentences for Spr2

Dictated sentences for Sum1

Ionjunctions to
lconvey time

ause

nverted commas
irect speech

Reporting clause

\Word leew Jan and At abjectves - pojecives biecives biectives ectves
egin o use te artice o 3
naan
Eoressng 0519 | caing couse uing [repestons or tme
o onjunctions and o Before
T hen dverbs o After prepositons for cause |, anipulating
o Therefore . . ipulati ipulati
[Sentence o Whie refory During Therefore onjunctions, adverbs and [conjunctions, adverbs and
o Before ©  Because of ° I © Becauseof  forepositions for time [prepositions for cause
o After i * Untl
teach the meaning of
(teach the meaning of [(2\ 10
khese words)
Text lintroduce the burger  [introduce paragraphs  [[ntroduce paragraphs ~|Application of paragraphApplication of paragraph  [Application of paragraph
Imodel For time For place or time or place For time and place
mtroduce inverted
ommas
[commas for a list « Placing them fInverted commas for
(Capital letters
. around the  direct speech with
[Punctuation |Full stops lapostrophes for directed Feporting clause Adding action after the
lQuestion marks Feporting clause
(Question marks  possession and speech
ontraction « NO reporting [Synonyms for said
clause at this
stage
Terminology [\cle kconjunctions conveying [repositions
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[Year 4

lAutumn 1

lutumn 2

Ispring 1

ISpring 2

[Summer 1

[Summer 2

Transcription

7oty diagonal and horzontal
joining strokes consistently in all
forting

[Make appropriate choices about
Juhen letters shouid
emain unjoined

ncrease legibily across all
riting (ncluding at speed)

taintain consistent letter size
ind spacing

[Ensure downstrokes o letters are
arallel and equidistant

taintain neat alignment and
pacing between words

Ensure lines of writing are
Jspaced sufticiently so ascenders
ind descenders do ot touch

Jsustain consistency across longer
Jpeces

irte with fiuent, Joined
andwriting at an appropriate
peed

aintain

cross slbjects

eabily, consistency and quality

Consistently produce high-
fauality handwriting:
ccurate joins
onsistent size
ontrolled spacing
ear, legible presentation

IDictated simple

IDictated simple

IDictated complex

[Dictated complex

word kentences entences entences kentences
IRecap simple past and  [introduce standard Recap apostrophes for ~ [[e2ch plural possession,
lpresent tense [English verb form lpossession oing P
lRecap noun phrase with [[each fronted adverbial [Feach additional noun
[Sentence Inamed component parts ,?E”;'g;ea;gg Somma - reach prepositional noun Fronted adverbials of  P""%eS [Fronted adverbials of
froun, acjectve, e of the main PhTases lplace with manner
lause.
ntroduce change of [
IRecap changing [paragraph for topic. ‘ocussing on the purpose[Teach synonyms to
Text E.g. They see a

lparagraph for time and
lplace

[door. Next paragraph
lwould describe the
oor.

lavoid
Frepetition while maintaini
Ihg clarity)

Ireplace proper nouns
fand common nouns

Punctuation

[Recap inverted commas
ladding adverb to
Ireporting clause.

ntroduce new speaker,
Ihew line rule

IManipulate reporting
lause position.

L o

IReporting clause within
[direct speech rules

Terminology

[Reporting clause
INoun phrase

[Fronted adverbial
[Standard verb form

[Pronouns
[Prepositional noun
lphrase
[Apostrophe for
ossession

Isynonyms

Additional noun phrase
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[Year 5 lAutumn 1 lautumn 2 lSpring 1 ISpring 2 lsummer 1 lsummer 2
Transcription| e+ choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters
«_choosing the writing implement that s best suited for a task
S—— EZ o verd prefves e of v ravcs R e o S———
luse e prefves and e Fe 07 en s¢ knowldge of morphology
\Word Junderstand the guidance for - ontinue to distinguish between [Use the first 3 or 4 etters of a  [Jse a thesaurus to improve word 14 etYmology to support
dcing them oply prefixes and suffixes  Homophones and commonly . [word to check speling or hoice peling
Ievise key suies and rutes for [PecUrtely in wrting anfused wonds [reaning n a dietionary Beointo use knoviesge o ecomnise that some words must
daing them einspeting vords i “tent begin sing ditnare o chec [contnse sppying homophone. [rorhlogy (rrs retre) to PSS X (rom
etters (e, knght, solermn) _peling and meanin nowledoe n riing ubgort speling utory lss)
ISecure knowledge and
lapplication of modal Relative clauses - basic |Relative clauses ~ basic
lsent lverbs (positive and tructure lstructure arying the position of  [Securely use varied
entence Inegative - should [adverbs for possibility Irelative classes within a [sentence types within
l& shouldn't) INoun + relative pronoun [Noun + relative pronoun fsentence riting
|+ clause |+ clause
[Subject + modal verb
dentify use of lApply use of
[Text [Use of conjunctions for|Use of adverbials for Conjunctions |adverbials for cohesion ~[past continuous and pastfeonjunctions, adverbials
lcohesion within a ohesion within a or cohesion across
ormaraph N oraorn lacross paragraphs erfect tenses for nd tense within and
P ohesion cross paragraphs
Revisiting and securing Make sensible decision
bunctuation [secure understanding of lUsing commas and e o o ity |Consolidation of commasfUse commas to clarify  around use of
lsubordination - using  [brackets and dashes for [15¢ °f ©0™12S for IstS, Lyithin dialogue to avoid meaning or avoid ommas, brackets and
lcommas. Iparenthesis ummma{"m 4 lambiguity mbiguity ldashes for clarity and to
be able to explain this.
. [Modal verb
[Terminology |cohesion lparenthesis [Relative clause cf:;;’;:"(::;’:“ e
Jsubordination P
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|Year 6

[Autumn 1

JAutumn 2

[Spring 1

[Spring 2

[Summer 1

[Summer 2

[Transcrip

__choosing the wri

ting implement that is best suited for a task

choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or ot to j

join specific letters

oply knowledge of prefixes and
JcUfixes confidently across
Jurting

Confidently distinguish between
Jromophones and commony

Use the first 3 or 4 letters of &
Jword to lacate words quickly in a

Use a thesaurus effectively to
nhance wrting (selecting
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[each ifor cect vocabulary preciely using
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[Use of the passive to
laffect the presentation of
information in a sentence
[for example, I broke the linformal speech
[Sentence lwindow in the ktructures a question  [cubjunctive formal
b raouse oo kentence structures
lversus The window in the
lgreenhouse was broken
by me)l
Text ICohesive devices: lLayout devices: heading|[Sqhesive devices: use of fconesive device:
epetition land subheadings lelipsis
[repetiti nd sul ing: lton the other hand) ipsi
I [How hyphens can be used
foon o ntroducean ;i st o e sty T
Punctuation [P i lists IDashes to mark lexample, man eating
lsemi-colon for i bboundaries khark versus man-eating
Khark, o recover versus
independent clauses  [Bullet points P
or Eynonym,
[Terminology |ntonym, colon, semi-  |ouiet points bubject, object active,  |ycic hyphen
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