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Thornhill Primary School
Music Progression of Knowledge
‘Music is life itself’
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Intent
Music is a universal language that captures emotions, thoughts and feelings through musical narratives. At Thornhill Primary School it is our vision to ensure we grow successful learners who can use music to help them reflect on their emotions allowing them to be safe and happy individuals. Our vision is to provide both enjoyable and engaging musical experiences that can inspire pupils to develop and grow.
Implementation
Through appreciation, composition, performance and reflection our children receive experiences that engage and inspire them to express their creativity in a variety of ways. We also encourage children to understand, listen and explore other cultures through music. Our teaching focuses on helping children to develop musical language, rhythm, tempo, dynamics and textures of music. 








Year Plan
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
Year 1

	

	Carnival of the animals

	
	Toys

	
	Musical Explorers


	
Year 2

	
	Peter and the Wolf

	
	Pirates

	
	Great Fire of London


	
Year 3

	Rockin Recorders 1

	
	Get on Board

	
	Ukuleles
	Light Fantastic
Ukuleles

	
Year 4

	Musical Journeys
Ukuleles
	Ukuleles
	Painting with Sound

	
	The Young Person’s Guide to an Orchestra

	

	
Year 5 

	
	Journey into Space

	Ukuleles
	African Music
Ukuleles
	
	The Building Blocks of Music


	
Year 6 

	
	The Music of World War Two
 
	
	Rap and Beatboxing


	
	Beat it













Curriculum Overview
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
Year 1

	

	Carnival of the animals
Children will become familiar with the movements of ‘Carnival of the Animals’ by Saint-Saens.
Untuned percussion instruments
	
	Toys
Children will revisit steady beat and create syllabic rhythm patterns using toy names.
Untuned percussion instruments
	
	Musical Explorers
Children will be exploring 3 different soundscapes.
Sing two new songs

	
Year 2

	
	Peter and the Wolf
Children will learn how music can tell a story.
Create rhythmic patterns

	
	Pirates
Children will learn several pirate-themed songs.
Tuned percussion
	
	Great Fire of London
Children will sing songs as a round and an ostinato.
Untuned percussion instruments

	
Year 3

	Rockin Recorders 1
Children will learn to play the descant recorder.
	
	Get on Board
Children will explore rhythm and tempo and play music, changing tempo and maintaining an ostinato.
	
	
	Light Fantastic
Children will compose melodies for different types of fireworks.
Tuned percussion

	
Year 4

	Musical Journeys
Children will learn the music from a variety of countries.
Untuned percussion instruments 

	
	Painting with Sound
Children will learn that music can be used to describe paintings and artworks.
Tuned And untuned percussion
	
	The Young Person’s Guide to an Orchestra
Children will learn about how an orchestra is organised into families of instruments with a conductor at the front.
Tuned percussion
	

	
Year 5 

	
	Journey into Space
The children will listen to a range of music inspired by space and space exploration.
Tuned percussion
	
	African Music
Children will develop their beat and rhythm skills.
Tuned percussion
	
	The Building Blocks of Music
Children will learn how to use different notations to record and create musical ideas.
Untuned percussion

	
Year 6 

	
	The Music of World War Two
Children will learn about swing music and will play a basic swing groove.
Untuned percussion 
	
	Rap and Beatboxing
Children will learn to use vocal sounds that mimic a drum kit to create beatboxing backings.
Untuned percussion 
	
	Beat it
Children will develop their drumstick and rhythm skills.
Untuned percussion
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