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Thornhill Primary School
Subject Progression of Knowledge
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‘Education that prepares children for the world around them enabling them to be curious about their place in the world. Using the knowledge to appreciate the diversities of the people and places in the world. Children knowing their place in the world.
Intent
Our geography curriculum at Thornhill Primary aims to instil our children with an enthusiastic and inquisitive approach to the world around them. It aims to increase awareness of diverse places and people as well as promoting children’s interest and understanding about natural and human environments. At Thornhill, we offer a range of enriching educational visits and fieldwork trips in addition to classroom investigations to enable them to develop a deep understanding of the Earth’s physical and human processes. Our Geography Curriculum is planned from ‘Developing Experts’, teachers plan and adapt this to the needs of our children. We also embrace our school grounds looking for opportunities for outdoor learning. Our children will develop geographical skills: collecting and analysing data; using maps, globes, aerial photographs and digital mapping to name and identify countries, continents and oceans; and communicating information in a variety of ways. We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will remain with them for the rest of their lives.

Implementation 
To maintain high-quality Geography teaching and learning, we implement a well-planned progressive curriculum throughout the whole school. Focusing on skills and knowledge stated in the National Curriculum, Geography is taught as a termly topic. At Thornhill, we are ensuring that Geography is being recognised as carrying the same importance as other core and foundation subjects as we believe it is vital to not only develop children’s perspectives on the world, but to give them real world experiences too.
The impact of the geography curriculum at Thornhill will be equipping our students with the skills and knowledge to ensure that they are ready for further education and for life as an adult in the wider world.

Year Plan
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
Early Years

	Exploring the local environment. Autumn Walk
	
	Winter Walk
	Spring Walk
	Explore the natural world around them. Map of the farm. 
	Explore the natural world around them. Summer Walk

	
Year 1

	My School
	
	The United Kingdom
	
	The World - 
	

	
Year 2

	Where we live
	
	The United Kingdom
	
	The World 
	

	
Year 3

	
	
	Settlements
	
	Biomes
	Italy

	
Year 4

	The United Kingdom
	
	Volcanoes, Mountains and Earthquakes
	
	Europe
	

	
Year 5 

	Our Local Area
	
	Our Connected World 
	
	
	Our Blue Planet

	
Year 6 

	
	
	The Amazon Rainforest
	
	North America
	My Place








Curriculum Overview 
	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	
Early Years

	Explore the natural world
Children will explore their local school grounds.
	Map making
Children will begin to make maps of their school grounds. This will be using the outdoor area and tuff trays as a bird’s eye view.
	Similarities and differences in different countries
Children will look at visuals of different countries and make observations
	Changing seasons 
Children will explore the changes in the seasons.
	Different environments
Children will look at different environments around the school grounds. 
	Thornhill and where we live
Children will begin to look at their local area. What they know about Thornhill ready for year 1. 

	
Year 1

	My School
Developing children’s understanding of their local area. Staring to develop mapping skills
	
	The United Kingdom
Children will explore the Uk and locate the 4 countries of the UK. They will look at weather patterns and the different landscapes. Also what is grown across the UK.


	
	The World 
Children will locate the 7 continents of the world and the oceans. Children will explore North and South poles, the equator. Begin to look at rainforests and deserts and how they differ.

	

	
Year 2

	Where we live
Develop children’s knowledge of where they live and the location of school. Children will carry out fieldwork of the local area and design own maps of Thornhill. Children will compare our local area to another part of the world.
	
	The United Kingdom
Children will deepen their understanding of the Uk. Children will focus on the 4 countries of the UK more closely. 
	
	The World
Children will learn the continents and the oceans of the world. The human and physical features of the North and South Pole. They will learn about the equator and how rainforests and deserts are different.




	

	
Year 3

	
	
	Settlements
Children will explore different settlements.
Explore that types of settlements there are  in the Uk.  How has settlement changed over time
 
	
	Biomes
Children will look at different types of biomes. Also exploring deserts, forests, vegetation belts and a tundra. Develop knowledge of why different biomes are important for plants, animals and nature.
	Italy
Children will study regions of Italy. Looking at the climate, farming and volcanoes. Looking closely at Venice and why is it sinking. Also looking at why people settle in Italy. 


	
Year 4

	The United Kingdom
Children will explore what makes a country a unique place. What food is produced in the UK and what types of plants and animals can be found. We will explore cities found in the UK.

	
	Volcanoes and Earthquakes
Children will learn how they are formed. They will look at the causes of earthquakes and the impact on humans and why people choose to settle near volcanoes and earthquakes. They will look at new control measures for protecting people and the environment.
	
	Europe
Children will lean countries and capital cities in Europe. Looking at Northern, Southern and Eastern Europe. The key features of Western Europe. 
	

	
Year 5 

	 Our Local Area
Children will further their map and location skills. Exploring grid references. Children will learn how local areas are developed over time.
	
	Our Connected World
Children learn and explore time zones, hemispheres. How weather events impact world trade. How natural resources distributed around the world. 
	
	
	Our Blue Planet
Children will look at why oceans are important. They will learn how rivers are the same and different. Why do people use rivers looking at the human geography of a river. They will look at the important question of what challenges does our blue planet face.


	
Year 6 

	
	
	The Amazon Rainforest
Looking at climate zones and biomes in South America. Focus in on Brazil as a study. Features of and why is the Rainforest important.  What challenges it faces and how they be overcome. 

	
	
North America
Physical features of North and South America. Important features such as earthquakes and wildfires will be explored and the impact they have.


	My place
This unit of work gives children chance to showcase the Geographical skills they have learnt during their primary education.




Progression of Knowledge and Skills 
Developing Experts Document
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Year 1
My School: This unit focuses on map work and developing your pupils’
understanding of their local area.

The World: One of our already-released sample units, these lessons introduce world
geography, building the pupils’ understanding of scale.

‘The United Kingdom: In this unit, pupils learn about the UK. They will begin to name
and locate the UK’ countries and the surrounding seas.

Year 2
The United Kingdom: Pupils build on their knowledge from Year 1 by looking at
capital cities and key geographical facts.

The World: This unit introduces the hot and cold areas of the world, exploring how
climate affects people and places.

Where We Live: This unit builds on the pupils’ understanding of their local area. They
further develop their map-reading skills and explore how symbols are used.

Year 3

Biomes: Building on the pupils’ knowledge of continents and the world, this unit
enables your pupils to explore different biomes and understand why they are
important.

Htaly: Focusing on Venice as a region in a European country, this unit explores the
climate, cities, landmarks and culture across Italy.

Settlements: This unit introduces the different types of settlements: hamlets, villages,
towns and cities.
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Year 4

Europe: This unit builds on knowledge gained from Years -3 by exploring European
geography.
Volcanoes, Mountains and Earthquakes: Our sample unit for Year 4, this unit

explores key geographical phenomena like volcanoes and the impact they have on
people around the world.

‘The United Kingdom: This unit builds on the pupils’ knowledge of the UK by exploring
counties, focusing on unique food, wildlife and culture.

Year 5

Our Connected World: This unit explores some key terms and concepts in
geography: time zones, hemispheres and world trade.

Our Local Area: This unit further progresses your pupils’ map-reading skills, focusing

on grid references and how local areas are developed over time.

Our Blue Planet: Another sample unit, these lessons explore the world's water
bodi

including oceans and rivers, and the water cycle.

Year 6

North America: Introducing your pupils to the physical and human features of North
America, this unit also explores important challenges such as earthquakes and

wildfires.

The Amazon Rainforest: Revisiting content from Year 3 - Biomes, the lessons here

focus on issues facing the Amazon rainforest.

My Place: The final unit in our geography curriculum, ‘My Place’ gives pupils the
opportunity to showcase the knowledge and skills they've developed throughout
their primary education.




