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We are now halfway through the academic year; it is going
so quickly! This term our topic is Spring and Growing. Our
focus books will be Ten Seeds, Jack and the Beanstalk and
Oliver's Vegetables. We will be learning about seeds,
planting them and watching them grow, learning about
lifecycles of plants and animals and focusing on creating an
outdoor area for wildlife to thrive
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In Maths this half term Reception will be continuing build
on ‘five and a bit more’ to develop their understanding of
the composition of numbers to 8. We will be learning about
Length, Height and Time, Building 9 and 10 and exploring
3D shapes. It would be really helpful if the children could
consolidate their instant recognition of written numerals to
10 out of order at home please.

In Phonics, Reception children are now reading words with
double letters and longer words that need ‘chunking up’, ie
car/park, rabb/it, bed/room. Words will have two or more
digraphs in them and be longer e.g. ending in -ing. We will
continue to send home a review sheet each week for you to
spend some time with your child recapping the new sounds.
Nursery children will continue to focus on hearing sounds,
rhymes, segmenting and oral blending. The nursery rhymes
this half term are Hickory Dickory Dock, Hey Diddle Diddle,
Humpty Dumpty, Wind the Bobbin up and Ring a Ring of
Roses. We are continuing listening activities across the year
groups.

Reading
In class the session focus is on decoding, prosody

(expression) and comprehension. When we read a new word,
we have just started asking the children to identify the
digraph out loud, sound out the word in their head, then say
the word out loud. This will help with fluency. The children
will continue to read their reading book three times a week
in class and then sent home on a Wednesday. Books will be
changed again on a Monday. Thank you for all your support
and comments in the planner book.

Topic

When looking at Spring and Growth, the children will have
the opportunity to choose which seed they would like to
grow and help care for it. We will be exploring seeds and
flowers using as many senses as we can, using descriptive
words and write an instruction leaflet about growing. We
will be learning how to make an observational drawing
and practicing composing sentences for Literacy.

As part of the outdoor area, we are trying to encourage
wildlife in our tiny garden. If you have any herbs or plants
you could donate, we'd do our best to use them. If anyone
has any unused camping equipment such as sleeping mat,
kettle, camping chairs (small) that they would be happy to
donate, we would love to create a camping area.
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We will be examining healthy relationships and how we
communicate with each other, including compromising.
Homework
Homework will be sent out as a challenge sheet for the
children to pick from throughout the 2 term. I'm
impressed at the standard of homework so far; keep it up!
A phonics review sheet will be sent home on a Friday to
consolidate the weeks learning. Any comments can be

shared in the planner.
Come in!

| am pleased to invite parents and carers in to play with us
on Tuesday 24" March at 2:30. The focus will be
Understanding the World when we hope to be able to
show off our knowledge about Spring and Growth!

Additional
We often supply spare clothing for children and ask that it
is returned as quickly as possible. We are particularly short
of leggings and jogging bottoms at the moment so if your
child has outgrown these, we will happily use them.

PE session will be on Fridays. We will get the children
changed and send them home in PE kits. This half term we
will be focusing on cooperate and solve problems for
Reception and team games such as Stuck in the Mud for
Nursery.




