
Thriplow School Newslet ter
11th September 

We’ve completed our first full week of term and it’s been so 
lovely to see the children continuing to settle. 

Today we said a sad goodbye to Mrs Marr. I know the 
Butterfly children have enjoyed their short time being 
taught by her. 

Mrs Forde ran a session for Year 6 parents on Wednesday 
about the SATs process. I do hope those of you who were 
able to attend found it helpful. Do read the letter carefully 
if you were unable to attend and let Mrs Forde know if you 
have any questions.

Year 5 took part in Bikeability this week and had a great 
time! We were very proud of their concentration and 
resilience - particularly cycling out in the rain on Tuesday!

Our one-way system is working well. Please do try to 
remember to leave the playground via the ramp at the back 
of the playground to reduce the number of people on the 
steps. 

Well done to Annabelle and Tristan who completed the 
Cambridgeshire Library Challenge over the summer!



Parent Consultations for Years 1-6 take place the week 
beginning 21st September. Bookings opened online today at 
midday so do get signed up if you haven’t already.

Some of the children have told me that they’re already getting 
stuck into the 20 book challenge for their year group! 
Remember that these books can be read by the children 
themselves, read to the children by an adult or listened to on 
audio. Lists are further down the newsletter. 

I hope you have a fantastic 
weekend - a reminder that school 
photos will be taken on Monday!

Best wishes,

Lucy How

MAT of the Year
2024

In the same way your light must shine before people so that they will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

You are the people of God: he loved you and chose you for his own. So then, you must 
clothe yourselves with kindness. Colossians 3:12

www.facebook.com/thriplowschool

www.instagram.com/thriplow.school 

x.com/thriplowschool 

https://thr.graceschools.org.uk/ 

https://www
http://www.instagram.com/thriplow.school
http://x.com/thriplowschool
https://thr.graceschools.org.uk/


Important Dates - 
14th September School photographs - note change of 

date

18th September Open classroom - 3pm

19th September Tipi Party

21st September & 24th 
September 

Parent Consultations (Y1-6)

25th September MacMillan Coffee Morning/Uniform 
Swap (No Celebration Collective 
Worship)

28th September PTA meeting in the hall. 9am

6th October Harvest Festival in church - 9.15am

5th November Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

6th November Open classroom - 3pm

9th November Flu vaccinations

Week beginning 16th 
November 

Anti-bullying week

23rd November Uniform swap/Coffee morning 9am



Important Dates
27th November Decoration day

1st December Grace Schools Carol Service (Y6 only)

8th December KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal

9th December Nativity 2.30pm

10th December Nativity 6pm

11th December Festive Friday (Christmas Jumpers)

15th December Key Stage 2 Concert

16th December Christingle Day

18th December Carol Service 2.30pm in church 

7th January Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

8th January Open Classroom - 3pm

11th January Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

19th January Young Voices

Week beginning 8th 
February

RSE week

23rd February and 
25th February

Parent Consultations (All children)

25th February Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome



Important Dates
26th February Open Classroom - 3pm

4th March World Book Day

12th - 13th March Daffodil Weekend

17th March Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

25th March End of term service - 2.30pm in church

15th April (TBC) Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

16th April Open Classroom - 3pm

22nd April Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

Week beginning 10th May SATs week

Week beginning 17th May Year 5/6 residential

Fortnight beginning 7th 
June

Year 4 Multiplication Check

Holy Communion Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

11th June Grace Schools Art Exhibition

Week beginning 14th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

24th June Sports Day

Week beginning 28th 
June

Poetry Recital Competition



Important Dates
2nd July Open Classroom

6th July KS2 Dress rehearsal - 9.30pm

7th July KS2 production - 2.30pm

8th July KS2 production - 6pm

12th July Uniform Swap/Coffee morning

15th July Transition morning (9-10.30)

19th July End of Term Concert



Term Dates



          Safeguarding at Thriplow

Lucy How, Annabel Forde and Kulsoom Sheikh are 
the Designated Safeguarding Leads at Thriplow 
School. 

If you have a concern about a child, please come 
and speak to or email either of us. Alternatively 
please speak to any member of staff who will be 
able to pass on information. 

If you feel that a child is at immediate risk of harm 
you can access further advice and guidance here. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children
-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-chi

ldren-and-child-protection

Useful websites:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/ 

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/ 
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House Points

Total this 
Week

Total this 
Term

Bacon 36 55

Barenton 60 83

Bassett 37 52

Bury 57 75

Well done Barenton !



Certificate Winners
Our certificate winners this week 
are:

● Esther (Reception)
● Finn (Year 1)
● George (Year 1)
● Josie (Year 3)
● Izzy (Year 4)
● Harvey (Year 5)
● Nelly (Year 6)
● Joey (Year 6)

The following children were added 
to our ‘Vision and Values’ tree for 
living out our Thriplow and 
DEMAT values:

● Walter (Kindness)
● Leon (Kindness)
● Thomas B-S (Kindness)
● Harvey (Community)
● Nelly (Service)
● Jasmin (Confidence)



to Ellie and Otto who 
celebrated their 

birthdays this week!



Birthday Books
If you would like to donate a book to our library to celebrate 

your child’s birthday, then we would be so grateful. Please follow 
this link to see a list of books that we would like.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf

Many thanks to Otto 
for donating this book 
on the occasion of his 

8th birthday.

Many thanks to Ellie 
for donation this book 
on the occasion of her 

11th birthday.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf




Your child’s learning
Ants: 

In Phonics, we have continued our learning with Unit 1 sounds: a,i,m,s,t. 
The children have had a good try at building words using the sounds and 
have even begun writing some of these words. I have been very 
impressed with their letter formation and with how confident the children 
have been!

In Maths this week, we have been learning to count to 5. The children 
have started by subitising an array of dots by using fast eyes to say the 
amount they see rather than count. We then had a go at counting 
different objects to 5, noticing when we count the number gets bigger.

We have started our topic learning this week- All About Me! The children 
have identified different body parts and we have been investigating X 
Rays! 

The children have also enjoyed outdoor learning this week, particularly 
with our first WildSpace session in which the children built, played and 
explored the area.

 



Butterflies:

Butterflies class have continued to work hard this week. The Year 1 children had 
their first session in Wildspace this week and enjoyed their experience. Year 2 will 
be doing Wildspace next week, please check that they have their Wildspace 
clothes and wellies in school.

In Maths this week the Y1 children have been looking at and ordering numbers to 
20. They have also been encouraged to write these numbers on a number line. They 
have also been encouraged to recite the numbers backwards from 20. You may 
want to orally recite number sequences out of order, and ask your child to spot 
your mistake, then re-tell you the correct order. 

Y2 children have been reading and writing numbers to 100. They have also been 
making the amounts using Dienes. Please encourage your child to count forwards 
and backwards from different starting points. They have also plotted the numbers 
on a number line, and have estimated the position of numbers.

In English, we have continued to write sentences to show what happened in the 
different parts of The Gruffalo. The children have looked at the opening, climax 
and resolution of the story. The children also worked in groups to retell the 
different parts. It will be really useful for children to identify the opening, climax 
and resolution of a story when they are reading to you.

In Computing, the children started their new topic on Computing systems and 
networks. We looked at what technology meant and identified examples of 
technology around the classroom.

In Geography, the children drew a map of the school and looked at where things 
are located.

In Science, the children have been looking at the different parts of the eye and 
their functions. 

In Art, the children have been looking at secondary colours and warm and cool 
colours.

If you would like to share activities that your child has done over the weekend with 
us, then please send it via Tapestry. We hope that you and your families have a 
lovely weekend.



Bees:

It has been a busy week in our hive in Bees Class!

This week, we have continued our work looking at place value in Maths, and have 
been recording three-digit and four-digit numbers in numerals and words.

In English, we have looked at the first chapter of Stig of the Dump. We have 
revised nouns, noun phrases and conjunctions, and have written our own short 
descriptions of the chalk pit. 

We have learnt about different types of teeth and their functions in Science, and 
are looking forward to an experiment looking at the effect of different drinks on 
teeth next week!

In our first Latin lesson, we learnt how to name members of a family tree (i.e. 
father, mother, son, daughter). 

In Geography, we have started to explore OS maps and will continue this next 
week.

The children enjoyed completing their own line drawings in Art, as part of our 
unit looking at how artists use lines of different weights for effect.

On Monday, we will be holding elections for our new school council 
representatives. Children who were not elected last year are welcome to run as 
candidates.



Dragonflies:

It has been a very busy week in Dragonflies Class. Year 5 started the week with two 
days of bike ability - they had so much fun and I was so pleased to hear all about 
their success from their instructors and the children. While Year 5 was away, Year 6 
and I had a great two days where we explored an autumnal poem, painted some 
optical illusion art and also trained how to be play leaders. Year 6 will now have one 
day a week where they will lead activities for the younger children at lunch break. 

On Wednesday, we were all back together to continue reading our English novel. The 
children have already become very invested in the plot about 'Neverdeads'. Today, 
they were particularly interested to find out that our main character Alfie can never 
age but is not immortal. As well as reading our new text, the children have spent the 
week recapping previous grammar learning in our writing lessons. On Wednesday we 
also continued our maths learning where we've continued thinking about 5-digit 
numbers in Year 5 and 7-digit numbers in Year 6. 

Other highlights this week have included running races on Thursday, learning about 
the polar day and night in Geography today and thinking about friendships in 
PSHE. 

Next week there are school photos on Monday - please send your child into school in 
full school uniform. I have sent an email out in regards to changing our PE day. Our 
first open classroom of the year is on Friday at 3pm; I look forward to seeing many 
of you then.



Attendance

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If your child needs time off for a medical appointment, 
please provide an appointment card or printed confirmation 

for our records.

Where possible, please make appointments out of school 
time.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Attendance

If your child is late for school, please ensure that 
you sign the late book in the entrance hall, giving 

a reason for the lateness. 

If it is a sensitive reason and you would rather 
not write it down, please chat to Mrs Sandford or 

Mrs How. 

Please do not write ‘late’ as a reason. 

Minutes late per 
day

School days lost 
per year

5 minutes 3 days

10 minutes 6.5 days

15 minutes 10 days

20 minutes 13 days

30 minutes 19 days



A reminder that we are a nut-aware school. 
Please ensure that your child’s lunchbox does 

not include any nuts.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guid
elines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/



























