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What a lovely week in school it has been!

Our school council met for the first time on Wednesday to 
discuss charities for this term. Zack (Year 1), Tristan (Year 
2), Henry (Year 3), Jess (Year 4) and Nancy (Year 5) were 
all elected by their classes to be on the school council this 
year. A huge well done to those who stood for election 
despite not being elected. We are so proud of you for 
having a go! Teachers were very impressed with you all. 
Ruby and Hamish worked with Mrs Forde to help lead the 
discussion and Christopher and Barney were there as 
Charity leads.
The school council, after consultation with their peers, have 
decided to support Age UK, EACH and The Dogs Trust this 
year and charity events will be announced as the year 
progresses.

Our first charity event this year is our MacMillan Coffee 
Morning which will take place next Friday at 9am. This will 
be run by Year 6 and they would love to welcome you to 
raise money for this excellent cause. There will also be a 
uniform swap taking place and it will be a great opportunity 
to meet other parents and eat yummy cake! 



We hope those of you who came to our Open Classroom 
Event this afternoon enjoyed spending time in Class! Next 
week is Parent Consultations - please try to arrive 5 minutes 
before your appointment so that we can keep our 
appointments running to time. Teachers will be trialling using 
timers to try to ensure the evenings run efficiently!

A huge thanks in advance to the Tipi Party Committee for all 
their hard work. I do hope that those of you going to the 
party enjoy yourselves!

Best wishes,

Lucy How

MAT of the Year
2024

In the same way your light must shine before people so that they will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

You are the people of God: he loved you and chose you for his own. So then, you must 
clothe yourselves with kindness. Colossians 3:12
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Important Dates - 
19th September Tipi Party

21st September & 24th 
September 

Parent Consultations (Y1-6)

25th September MacMillan Coffee Morning/Uniform 
Swap (No Celebration Collective 
Worship)

28th September PTA meeting in the hall. 9am

6th October Harvest Festival in church - 9.15am

5th November Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

6th November Open classroom - 3pm

9th November Flu vaccinations

Week beginning 16th 
November 

Anti-bullying week

23rd November Uniform swap/Coffee morning 9am



Important Dates
27th November Decoration day

1st December Grace Schools Carol Service (Y6 only)

8th December KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal

9th December Nativity 2.30pm

10th December Nativity 6pm

11th December Festive Friday (Christmas Jumpers)

15th December Key Stage 2 Concert

16th December Christingle Day

18th December Carol Service 2.30pm in church 

7th January Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

8th January Open Classroom - 3pm

11th January Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

19th January Young Voices

Week beginning 8th 
February

RSE week

23rd February and 
25th February

Parent Consultations (All children)

25th February Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome



Important Dates
26th February Open Classroom - 3pm

4th March World Book Day

12th - 13th March Daffodil Weekend

17th March Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

25th March End of term service - 2.30pm in church

15th April (TBC) Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

16th April Open Classroom - 3pm

22nd April Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

Week beginning 10th May SATs week

Week beginning 17th May Year 5/6 residential

Fortnight beginning 7th 
June

Year 4 Multiplication Check

Holy Communion Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

11th June Grace Schools Art Exhibition

Week beginning 14th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

24th June Sports Day

Week beginning 28th 
June

Poetry Recital Competition



Important Dates
2nd July Open Classroom

6th July KS2 Dress rehearsal - 9.30pm

7th July KS2 production - 2.30pm

8th July KS2 production - 6pm

12th July Uniform Swap/Coffee morning

15th July Transition morning (9-10.30)

19th July End of Term Concert



Term Dates



          Safeguarding at Thriplow

Lucy How, Annabel Forde and Kulsoom Sheikh are 
the Designated Safeguarding Leads at Thriplow 
School. 

If you have a concern about a child, please come 
and speak to or email either of us. Alternatively 
please speak to any member of staff who will be 
able to pass on information. 

If you feel that a child is at immediate risk of harm 
you can access further advice and guidance here. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children
-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-chi

ldren-and-child-protection

Useful websites:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/ 

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/ 
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House Points

Total this 
Week

Total this 
Term

Bacon 100 155

Barenton 63 146

Bassett 73 125

Bury 112 187

Well done Bury !



Certificate Winners
Our certificate winners this week 
are:

● Robin (Reception)
● Lily (Year 1)
● Sophie (Year 1)
● Oliver (Year 4)
● Luna (Year 4)
● Lila (Year 5)
● Barney (Year 6)
● Hamish (Year 6)

The following children were added 
to our ‘Vision and Values’ tree for 
living out our Thriplow and 
DEMAT values:

● Bellarita (Confidence)
● Ned (Confidence)
● Tristan (Kindness)
● Jess (Compassion)
● Ruby (Ambition)



to Betty and Barney 
who have celebrated 
their birthday this 

week!



Birthday Books
If you would like to donate a book to our library to celebrate 

your child’s birthday, then we would be so grateful. Please follow 
this link to see a list of books that we would like.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf

Many thanks to Betty 
for donating this book 
on the occasion of her 

11th birthday.

Many thanks to Barney 
for donation this book 
on the occasion of his 

11th birthday.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf




Your child’s learning
Ants:

We have had a very busy week in Ants!

In Phonics we have continued our learning with unit 1 sounds: a,i,m,s,t. I 
am so proud of how the children remembered the sounds and are 
beginning to build words independently as well as with support, write 
these words.

This week in Maths we have been learning to count to 5. We started the 
week by chanting 1-5 and then moving onto subitising numbers to 5. The 
children are beginning to recognise that when we subitise we do not 
count the dots show, we can just see with our eyes how many there are. In 
Choosing Time, some of the children were able to find 5 objects.

In Understanding the world, we have been exploring growing and 
changing. The children discussed if they could remember what it was like 
being a baby and shared all of the things they’ve learnt since being 5 
such as crawling, talking and walking. We then shared what would 
happen as they got older and that they would go to Butterflies, Bees and 
Dragonflies and eventually secondary school and then they would 
become an adult. In Choosing Time, the children drew what they wanted 
to be when they grew up, we had lots of footballers, a professional 
sleeper and a painter amongst many other occupations!

If you would like to share any pictures of the children when they were 
babies, it would be lovely to see and to show the class. You can upload 
these to Tapestry or send in the photograph or send them in an email to 
the office.

 

 



Butterflies:

Butterflies class have continued to work hard this week. The Year 2 children had 
their first session in Wildspace this week and really enjoyed their experience!

In Maths this week the Y2 children have been looking at the place value of 2-digit 
numbers. Please encourage your child to read numbers and tell you their place 
value using the vocabulary 'tens and ones.' They then used this knowledge to order 
numbers from the smallest to the greatest.

Year 1 children have been practising to read numbers in numerals and write them 
in words. They also compared numbers looking at what number is 'less' or 'more.'

In English, the children have been introduced to the story of 'Hansel and Gretel.' 
They wrote dictated sentences to show what happened at the beginning of the 
story and the problem of the story.

In RE we looked at a church and wrote examples of why this is a special place for 
Christians.

For Science the children went on a sounds hunt to listen to the different sounds in 
the environment. Please encourage your child to listen to different sounds when 
they are in different places.

If you would like to share activities that your child has done over the weekend with 
us, then please send it via Tapestry. We love to see what you have been up to!



Bees:

This week, the children have been writing descriptive sentences using 
prepositions, inspired by Stig's den in Stig of the Dump. We have also looked at 
how the prefix 'in-' alters word meanings and have practised breaking longer 
words into syllables to aid reading and spelling. 

 In Maths, Year 3 practiced skip-counting in steps of 50 and 100, while Year 4 
focused on steps of 25 and 1,000.  Across both year groups, we worked on 
strengthening mathematical reasoning by explaining why answers are correct or 
incorrect. 

 In Science, we set up an experiment to investigate the effects of different drinks 
on teeth, using eggshells as a substitute. The children are excited to observe what 
changes occur next week!

 In Art, we explored line drawings by various artists, with the children particularly 
amused by Rembrandt's Self-Portrait in a Cap, Open-Mouthed (1630)! They then 
experimented with different line techniques in their own hand drawings. 

 The children have also enjoyed looking at Ordnance Survey maps of Cambridge 
and identifying various map symbols and their meanings in our Geography 
lesson

Wordshake is a popular class spelling game in Bees and the children have asked 
if they can have the link to play at home:  

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/free-resources/vocabulary/games/wordshak
e

Our current high score is 53, which are hoping to beat soon!



Dragonflies:

It has been a productive week in Dragonflies Class. A highlight of the week was 
today's class quiz during our open classroom! What a great way to see what the 
children have learnt about so far this term.

Monday was a busy day with school photographs as the class also fitted in learning 
about time zones in Geography, friends in PSHE and learning about the Saturnalia 
festival in Latin! On Tuesday, we started learning our new RE learning based on the 
importance of music in religions. We began this topic by thinking about how 
creativity is a part of what makes humans human. Next week, we will begin to look 
at pieces of religious music. We also continued our science learning on the human 
body, this week focusing on blood vessels. On Thursday, the children really enjoyed 
continuing our learning on WWI in history as we wrote about the different ways the 
Great War was fought - on land, sea and air. We also started learning about running 
in a team in PE. Today, the children finished drawing detailed pictures of their hands 
which they look forward to sharing soon. The children also enjoyed their first netball 
lesson as a whole class.

Throughout the week, in English, the children have been learning how to write 
effective dialogue. We started the week by considering how to punctuate dialogue 
before moving on to thinking about how we use dialogue to both foreshadow events 
and also to move the story on. The dialogue we wrote has been linked to our class 
book which has taken a dramatic turn due to a large forest fire! In Maths, year 6 
have finished their place value topic by rounding 7-digit numbers and learning 
about negative numbers. They will now move on to learning about decimal numbers. 
Year 5 has progressed to learning about 6-digit numbers which they will continue 
next week.

Next week, the year 6 children are hosting a coffee morning on Friday in aid of 
Macmillan cancer support. It would be lovely to see many of you there to support 
them.



Attendance

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If your child needs time off for a medical appointment, 
please provide an appointment card or printed confirmation 

for our records.

Where possible, please make appointments out of school 
time.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Attendance

If your child is late for school, please ensure that 
you sign the late book in the entrance hall, giving 

a reason for the lateness. 

If it is a sensitive reason and you would rather 
not write it down, please chat to Mrs Sandford or 

Mrs How. 

Please do not write ‘late’ as a reason. 

Minutes late per 
day

School days lost 
per year

5 minutes 3 days

10 minutes 6.5 days

15 minutes 10 days

20 minutes 13 days

30 minutes 19 days



A reminder that we are a nut-aware school. 
Please ensure that your child’s lunchbox does 

not include any nuts.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guid
elines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/























