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Happy Half Term! We’ve come to the end of a very busy 
half term in school and I want to thank you all for the part 
you play in your children’s education. It has been 
particularly lovely to welcome our new families. 

We have had a very full-on week, which has included a full 
Ofsted inspection of our school. On behalf of the staff, can I 
thank you so much for your kindness, patience, support and 
lovely messages. It has been so appreciated by us all. Our 
report should be published within the next month. 

A couple of reminders for the first week back… 
On Friday, we will having our fundraiser for Age UK. In 
consultation with the charity, the children are encouraged to 
dress as an old person that inspires them. This could be 
someone famous or someone in their family. We will 
encourage children to share stories about their person 
during the day. We appreciate that dressing up is not 
something all children feel comfortable with. If your child 
would rather not, we ask that they still choose someone who 
inspires them and that they still take part by bringing in 
some inspirational facts or stories about their person. 



We have our Open Classroom event on Friday 6th 
November at 3pm. All are welcome. Please enter 
classrooms via the doors the children enter through in 
the morning. 

You are all invited to our Holy Communion in the school 
hall at 9.10am on Thursday 5th November.

I hope you all have a 
wonderful half term!

Best wishes,

Lucy How

MAT of the Year
2024

In the same way your light must shine before people so that they will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

You are the people of God: he loved you and chose you for his own. So then, you must 
clothe yourselves with kindness. Colossians 3:12
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Important Dates 
(added recently) 

3rd November Year 5/6 Netball Tournament 

5th November Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

6th November Dress as  Inspirational Older Person 
fundraising event. 

6th November Open classroom - 3pm

9th November Flu vaccinations

16th November Odd socks day for Anti-Bullying week

Week beginning 16th 
November 

Anti-bullying week

19th November Dragonflies Trip to Mosque/Catholic 
Church (OLEM).

23rd November Uniform swap/Coffee morning 9am

27th November Decoration day

7th December Grace Schools Carol Service (Y6 only)

8th December Year 5 to Primary School Carol Service 
at King’s College

8th December KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal

9th December Nativity 2.30pm

10th December Nativity 6pm

11th December Festive Friday (Christmas Jumpers)

15th December Key Stage 2 Concert



Important Dates
16th December Christingle Day

18th December Carol Service 2.30pm in church 

7th January Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

8th January Open Classroom - 3pm

11th January Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

19th January Young Voices

Week beginning 8th 
February

RSE week

23rd February and 
25th February

Parent Consultations (All children)

25th February Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

26th February Open Classroom - 3pm

4th March World Book Day

12th - 13th March Daffodil Weekend

17th March Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

25th March End of term service - 2.30pm in church



Important Dates
15th April (TBC) Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 

welcome

16th April Open Classroom - 3pm

22nd April Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 
9am

Week beginning 10th May SATs week

Week beginning 17th May Year 5/6 residential

Fortnight beginning 7th 
June

Year 4 Multiplication Check

Holy Communion Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

11th June Grace Schools Art Exhibition

Week beginning 14th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

24th June Sports Day

Week beginning 28th June Poetry Recital Competition

2nd July Open Classroom

6th July KS2 Dress rehearsal - 9.30pm

7th July KS2 production - 2.30pm

8th July KS2 production - 6pm

12th July Uniform Swap/Coffee morning

15th July Transition morning (9-10.30)

19th July End of Term Concert



Term Dates



          Safeguarding at Thriplow

Lucy How, Annabel Forde and Kulsoom Sheikh are the 
Designated Safeguarding Leads at Thriplow School. 

If you have a concern about a child, please come and speak 
to or email either of us. Alternatively please speak to any 
member of staff who will be able to pass on information. 

If you feel that a child is at immediate risk of harm you can 
access further advice and guidance here. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-fam
ilies/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-pr

otection

Useful websites:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/ 

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/ 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-s
afety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/ 
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https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/
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https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/


House Points

Total this 
Week

Total this 
Term

Bacon 78 620

Barenton 73 641 

Bassett 57 528

Bury 125 672

Well done Bury !



to Oliver N, Emily N, 
Alice, Sophie F, 

Harrison, Connor 
and Arthur who 

have celebrated their 
birthdays this week!



Birthday Books
If you would like to donate a book to our library to celebrate 

your child’s birthday, then we would be so grateful. Please follow 
this link to see a list of books that we would like.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf

Many thanks to Peter for 
donating this book on the 

occasion of his 9th 
birthday.

Many thanks to Joseph 
for donating this book on 

the occasion 
of his 6th birthday.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf


Many thanks to Sophie 
for donating this book on 
the occasion of her 11th 

birthday.

Many thanks to Alice for 
donating this book on the 

occasion of her 11th 
birthday.





Your child’s learning
Ants:

It has been a wonderful first half term in Ants! I am very proud of how 
well the children have settled and grown in confidence throughout the 
past few weeks. 

This week in Phonics, we have continued our Unit 3 learning. The children 
are becoming more confident with reading and writing different words. 
Their letter formation has developed greatly and the children are using 
their resilience when having a go at writing the different sounds. After 
half-term we will begin writing short simple sentences. 

In Maths this week we have been learning to count to 7. Ants class are 
very confident when counting to 7 and are beginning to understand that 
the final number you say when counting a group of objects represents 
the total quantity of items in that group. We have also been practising 
our subitising skills in Maths this week. The children have been able to 
use their quick eyes to identify how many dots are in a pattern without 
counting. 

In Understanding the World we have been finishing our topic of All 
About Me. This week we explored the seasons, identified the four seasons 
and then investigated signs of Autumn. The children enjoyed going on an 
Autumn walk, looking at different trees and leaves, animals and sounds 
of Autumn. When we came back, we discussed that although some trees 
lose their leaves in Autumn not all trees do. 

In Expressive Art and Design this week, the children had a go at making 
their own Autumn pictures. The children were able to use leaves and 
different materials to make an autumn collage. We discussed what 
colours we would use such as orange, green, yellow and red and why. 

I hope you all have a lovely and restful half-term!

 

 



Butterflies:

Butterflies class have continued to work hard this week. They did really well with 
completing their story of Hansel and Gretel. The Y1 children were encouraged to 
orally rehearse asking sentences,

In Maths this week, the Y2 children have been using different strategies to add 
2-digit numbers together. The Y1 children have consolidated addition facts of 7 
and 8. They were challenged to complete these types of number sentences: 
______= 7 - ________.

In Geography, the children drew their own maps, showing what they had learnt.

If you would like to share activities that your child has done over half term with us, 
then please send it via Tapestry. We have enjoyed discussing what you have shared 
so far with your child.



Bees:

This week, the children have continued with their short narratives based on Stig 
of the Dump and will conclude them after the half-term break.

In Maths, Year 3 have started looking at multiplication and division, and facts 
related to the three times table.  In Year 4, children have continued with their 
geometry learning looking at properties of quadrilaterals including lines of 
symmetry. Next half-term, the children will be looking at the four and eight times 
tables in Year 3, and Year 4 will conclude their unit on geometry by looking at 
symmetrical shapes and patterns before moving onto a new unit on 
multiplication and division.

The children have enjoyed learning about the Iron Age and concluding our 
prehistoric unit in History. They will move onto learning about Ancient Egypt next 
half-term.

In Geography, the children will continue to contrast localities before moving onto 
a new unit looking at settlements.

In Art, the children enjoyed creating their own polystyrene printing blocks and 
will use these to create line prints after half-term.

The children will be concluding their learning about vitamins and minerals in 
Science before moving onto a new unit. 

We will also be moving onto our new topics in P.E and R.E. Please refer to the 
yearly overview that was shared in September for details of topic coverage.

The children have worked very hard this half-term and I hope they will enjoy a 
good rest over the break!



Dragonflies:

Dragonflies have had a great last week of the half term. It has been busy but I'm so 
proud of the children and how they have shone their light this week. 

On Monday, the children took part in a mini cross country competition. They 
practiced running a mile in each race. They persevered so well in a difficult race! 

On Tuesday, the children summarised their RE learning from the term. They 
answered the question, "Why does creativity matter?". I was so impressed by their 
responses - please feel free to ask them this question at home! The children were 
also enthusiastic about their Art lesson on linear perspective. They drew a street 
scene that included a vanishing point. 

On Wednesday, the children finished making their double-page spreads in History to 
summarise their learning on WW1. They were so proud of their finished products. The 
children also learnt about the components of blood in Science to conclude our 
learning on the Human Body. 

The week ended with a netball tournament yesterday.

Throughout the week, in Maths, year 6 finished their learning on division and moved 
on to coordinates in four quadrants as part of a small geometry unit. Year 5 finished 
their learning on decimals by rounding decimals to the nearest tenth and nearest 
whole number. In English, the children have continued to enjoy reading 'The 1000 
year old boy' as well as continuing to write our narratives based on the novel. We will 
finish these when we come back from half term. I hope everyone has a relaxing 
break.









Attendance

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If your child needs time off for a medical appointment, 
please provide an appointment card or printed confirmation 

for our records.

Where possible, please make appointments out of school 
time.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Attendance

If your child is late for school, please ensure that 
you sign the late book in the entrance hall, giving 

a reason for the lateness. 

If it is a sensitive reason and you would rather 
not write it down, please chat to Mrs Sandford or 

Mrs How. 

Please do not write ‘late’ as a reason. 

Minutes late per 
day

School days lost 
per year

5 minutes 3 days

10 minutes 6.5 days

15 minutes 10 days

20 minutes 13 days

30 minutes 19 days



A reminder that we are a nut-aware school. 
Please ensure that your child’s lunchbox does 

not include any nuts.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guid
elines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/











