
Thriplow School Newslet ter
2nd October

We have had another busy week in school! The week started with 
a PTA meeting in the hall. Many thanks to those of you who 
were able to attend. There is information further down the 
newsletter about how you can support the PTA and the school 
this term. Please do not hesitate to ask a member of the PTA 
core committee, or Ms Sandford or myself if you have any 
questions. 

Year 6 had a really fun morning on Wednesday taking part in 
the GenR8 ‘Cool Choices’ workshop. The GenR8 team were so 
impressed by year 6 describing them as confident, thoughtful 
and well-behaved. They said they were a delight to spend time 
with and they were impressed by how well they engaged.
Whilst on the subject of Year 6, we are so proud of them for 
being amazing play leaders as well! They have been leading the 
younger children in play at lunchtimes and have been so patient 
and kind. Well done Year 6!

Please remember that Cauliflower Christmas Cards must be back 
in school by Monday morning at the very latest. They will be 
collected by the company any time from Monday afternoon. 
Please do ensure that if you have brought a design back, that 
you have ordered online. Similarly, if you have ordered online, 
please make sure we have your design. It saves a lot of 
administrative difficulties later on!



We look forward to welcoming you to our Harvest Festival on 
Tuesday morning. If you are able, we would welcome 
donation of non-perishable food (in date) to donate to 
Jimmy’s. Please bring these on the day. 

I hope you all have a wonderful weekend!

Best wishes,

Lucy How

MAT of the Year
2024

In the same way your light must shine before people so that they will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

You are the people of God: he loved you and chose you for his own. So then, you must 
clothe yourselves with kindness. Colossians 3:12
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Important Dates - 
6th October Harvest Festival in church - 9.15am (this 

should last about an hour)

16th October No Celebration Collective Worship

5th November Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

6th November Open classroom - 3pm

9th November Flu vaccinations

Week beginning 16th 
November 

Anti-bullying week

23rd November Uniform swap/Coffee morning 9am

27th November Decoration day

1st December Grace Schools Carol Service (Y6 only)

8th December KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal

9th December Nativity 2.30pm

10th December Nativity 6pm

11th December Festive Friday (Christmas Jumpers)

15th December Key Stage 2 Concert



Important Dates
16th December Christingle Day

18th December Carol Service 2.30pm in church 

7th January Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

8th January Open Classroom - 3pm

11th January Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

19th January Young Voices

Week beginning 8th 
February

RSE week

23rd February and 
25th February

Parent Consultations (All children)

25th February Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

26th February Open Classroom - 3pm

4th March World Book Day

12th - 13th March Daffodil Weekend

17th March Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

25th March End of term service - 2.30pm in church



Important Dates
15th April (TBC) Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 

welcome

16th April Open Classroom - 3pm

22nd April Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 
9am

Week beginning 10th May SATs week

Week beginning 17th May Year 5/6 residential

Fortnight beginning 7th 
June

Year 4 Multiplication Check

Holy Communion Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

11th June Grace Schools Art Exhibition

Week beginning 14th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

24th June Sports Day

Week beginning 28th June Poetry Recital Competition

2nd July Open Classroom

6th July KS2 Dress rehearsal - 9.30pm

7th July KS2 production - 2.30pm

8th July KS2 production - 6pm

12th July Uniform Swap/Coffee morning

15th July Transition morning (9-10.30)

19th July End of Term Concert



Harvest Festival

Our Harvest Festival will take place on Tuesday 6th 
October at 9.15am. All the children will be performing and 
they are invited to bring in donations of non-perishable 
food. Please ensure donated food is in date. Food will be 

donated to Jimmy’s Night Shelter in Cambridge.

There will be a retiring collection for the children’s chosen 
charity this term - Age UK so do bring some loose change!



Cauliflower Cards

Christmas Cards designed by your children 
will have come home in the last week. Please 
read the form attached carefully to see how 

to order cards, wrapping paper, mugs etc with 
your child’s beautiful design on it!

Designs must be returned by Monday 
morning at the latest!



Term Dates



          Safeguarding at Thriplow

Lucy How, Annabel Forde and Kulsoom Sheikh are the 
Designated Safeguarding Leads at Thriplow School. 

If you have a concern about a child, please come and speak 
to or email either of us. Alternatively please speak to any 
member of staff who will be able to pass on information. 

If you feel that a child is at immediate risk of harm you can 
access further advice and guidance here. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-fam
ilies/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-pr

otection

Useful websites:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/ 

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/ 

https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-s
afety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/ 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection
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https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/report-remove/


House Points

Total this 
Week

Total this 
Term

Bacon 114 359

Barenton 145 403 

Bassett 105 300

Bury 91 361

Well done Barenton !



Certificate Winners
Our certificate winners this week 
are:

● Henry (Reception)
● Kitty (Year 2)
● Elias (Year 2)
● Annabelle (Year 4)
● Monty (Year 4)
● Hollie (Year 5)
● Annabel (Year 6)
● Ellie (Year 6)

The following children were added 
to our ‘Vision and Values’ tree for 
living out our Thriplow and 
DEMAT values:

● Harry (achievement)
● Fitz (Ambition)
● Arlo (Ambition)
● Year 6 (Service)



to Henry D, Evelyn 
and Lily who have 

celebrated their 
birthdays this week!



Birthday Books
If you would like to donate a book to our library to celebrate 

your child’s birthday, then we would be so grateful. Please follow 
this link to see a list of books that we would like.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf

Many thanks to Henry 
for donating this book 
on the occasion of his 

8th birthday.

Many thanks to Lily 
for donation this book 
on the occasion of her 

6th birthday.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf




Your child’s learning
Ants:

Ants have had a good week!

We have enjoyed learning our new Unit 2 sounds: n,o,p. Ants class very 
quickly recognised, built words, read words and wrote words using the 
new sounds. We also played a symbol search game in which the children 
had to find the correct sound. 

In Maths this week we are finishing our Counting to 5 unit. The children 
discussed that although objects might be different in size and shape, the 
total is still how many there are altogether. The children also started 
subitising to 5 this week, subitising is looking at a dot pattern (such as a 
dice) and asking children to see how many there are without counting. 
Ants class are getting better at using fast eyes to recognise the amount. 
Next week we will be moving onto counting to 6. 

Ants class have continued to work hard developing their fine motor skills 
this week. The children had their first pen party today in which they had 
to draw certain patterns to help develop patterns for writing. 

In Understanding the World, the children explored how they got to school 
such as walking, driving or riding a bike. We then investigated a range of 
pictures of different locations in Thriplow Village, the children were able 
to identify the village shop, the church and then Thriplow School. Ants' 
class then made their own maps of Thriplow School which included Ms 
Sandford’s office, the school hall, library, Ants classroom 

and playground.

 

 



Butterflies:

Butterflies class have continued to work hard this week. 

In Maths this week, the Year 2 children have looked at 3-D shapes and their 
properties. It will be great if they could do a 3-D shape hunt to see what objects 
they can find.

The Year 1 children have been adding and subtracting 1 to numbers up to 20. 
Please recap these with your child, so they become fluent with this.

In English, we have continued to read 'Hansel and Gretel.' The children identified 
the mini plot. You could ask your child what happened at the beginning, what the 
different mini plot was and how it was solved.

In Geography, the children used the directions of a compass to identify the 
location of places around the school. When you are visiting or passing places, it 
may be an idea to ask your child to tell you what they can see eg. What is North 
to you?

In art, the children painted their own seascape, by looking at examples from 
Monet's paintings - Shadows on the sea and The sea at Fecamp.

In RE, the children looked at the Bible and how it is like a mini library. We also 
looked at the Old Testament and the New Testament. The children then thought 
about a book that is special to them. 

In Phonics, the children have been looking at the different spellings of /ae/

If you would like to share activities that your child has done over the weekend with 
us, then please send it via Tapestry. We have enjoyed discussing 

what you have shared so far with your child.



Bees:

In Year 3, we have been learning about tenths in decimal and fraction form in 
Maths. We will be concluding our unit on place value and we start looking at 
geometry next week.

In Year 4, we have been rounding 3 digit and 4 digit digits to the nearest 10,100 
and 4 digit numbers to the nearest 1000. Next week, we will be looking at 
negative numbers and Roman numerals before also moving onto geometry,

In English, we have been learning how to use adverbs and fronted adverbials to 
uplevel descriptions as we prepare for planning and writing our own narrative 
segments inspired by Stig of the Dump.

In History, we have been learning about the Bronze Age and will be looking at 
the Iron Age.

In P.E, we have been learning about techniques for receiving batons in running 
relay races and also passing and receiving the ball in netball. The children have 
also practised shooting using the netball hoops.

In Latin, the children had great fun learning how to introduce themselves and 
giving themselves latin names.

We have also been busy practising the Harvest Samba song ready for Harvest 
Festival celebrations next week!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqpkWsR6Yew

After a few technical hitches, Year 4 completed their first baseline multiplication 
assessment. Results of these will be shared next week. Year 3 will also receive 
heatmaps from Times Tables Rockstars. Apologies for the delay!



Dragonflies:

Dragonflies have had a great week full of lots of interesting learning. On 
Wednesday, year 6 had their 'cool choices' workshop with GenR8 and I was so proud 
of their engagement. Mrs Maloney who went with them said that it was the best 
workshop she'd been to as the children were happy to share their thoughts and 
consider what a 'cool choice' might be. I was also very pleased with year 5 students 
who had a different morning in the classroom with me but worked hard on their 
Maths learning on negative numbers and then when we looked at the poem 'To 
Autumn' by John Keats. 

The rest of the week involved lots of learning. On Monday the children continued 
our learning about friendships as we considered how to resolve conflict. We also 
learnt more about the Saturnalia in Latin and did some long distance running in 
preparation for cross country next half term. The children persevered with their 
running really well as we did run for a considerable distance!

On Tuesday, I really enjoyed our RE learning about different genres of Christian 
music. The children loved hearing different songs and considering how this form of 
worship points Christians towards God. In Science, the children planned their own 
investigations to answer, "How does exercise affect heart rate?" The children will 
carry out these experiments next week. 

On Thursday, the children continued to be fascinated by our learning on WWI where 
this week we looked at the home front. They also learnt about attacking in netball. 
Today the children thought about different types of maps in Geography. These maps 
showed the children about GDP and farming etc. In Art, the children were very 
pleased to show the drawings of their hands today in Celebration Collective 
Worship. We moved on to drawing ears today! Please don't forget a yoghurt pot for 
Monday as next week the children will be making plaster moulds that they will paint 
in Art. 



Dragonflies:

Throughout the week, in English, the children have been looking more closely at our 
book, 'The 1000 Year Old Boy'. We considered themes of loneliness and isolation. We 
have also started to consider what a good story looks like in preparation for writing 
our own story next week.  In Maths, year 6 have finished their decimal learning this 
week with complex decimal multiplication. This work was challenging but they all 
preserved well. Next week they will move onto a new topic of multiplication and 
division. Year 5 have continued learning on place value by thinking about negative 
numbers and roman numerals. They have now finished their topic and will move on 
to decimals next week.

Next week, the class will be performing their harvest song on Tuesday. It sounds 
really beautiful and they are excited to share it with you all. Next week is also Mock 
SATs week for year 6. We have discussed that this is a week to help them get used to 
the format of SATs and help me see what work we need to do more of this year. I 
know that this will be a tiring week for year 6 but a useful one for us all. Year 5 will 
be completing a small project based on national gallery paintings whilst year 6 do 
their Mocks.







Attendance

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If your child needs time off for a medical appointment, 
please provide an appointment card or printed confirmation 

for our records.

Where possible, please make appointments out of school 
time.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Attendance

If your child is late for school, please ensure that 
you sign the late book in the entrance hall, giving 

a reason for the lateness. 

If it is a sensitive reason and you would rather 
not write it down, please chat to Mrs Sandford or 

Mrs How. 

Please do not write ‘late’ as a reason. 

Minutes late per 
day

School days lost 
per year

5 minutes 3 days

10 minutes 6.5 days

15 minutes 10 days

20 minutes 13 days

30 minutes 19 days



A reminder that we are a nut-aware school. 
Please ensure that your child’s lunchbox does 

not include any nuts.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guid
elines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/







