
Thriplow School Newslet ter
4th September 

Welcome back! We have had a lovely week in school 
altogether again. I want to extend very warm welcome to 
our new families in Reception as well as to Mrs Marr and 
Mrs Okai in Butterflies and Bees.. The children have been 
doing so well getting to know new classrooms, new teachers 
and new routines. 

The Autumn Term is a busy one! Please make a note of the 
dates below and let us know if you have any questions. 

I hope that you found the Class Information Evenings 
helpful last night. If you were unable to attend, please read 
the letter provided by your child’s teacher carefully and let 
us know if you would like to query anything. 

Well done to Peter and Evelyn for completing the 20 books 
challenge from last academic year in the holidays! We hope 
that your children enjoy accessing the challenge for new 
school year. 

On the theme of reading, well done to Izzy and Evelyn for 
completing the summer reading library challenge! If your 
child completed this, then do let us know so that we can 
celebrate with them. 



Could you please take time this weekend to have a check on 
MCAS that the information we hold about you is still up to 
date. Please do also check that you are happy with the 
parental consents you have provided for your children. Please 
email us (office@thr.graceschools.org.uk) if you wish to make 
changes. 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. We look forward to 
seeing you all again on Monday for the first full week of 
term.

Best wishes,

Lucy How

MAT of the Year
2024

In the same way your light must shine before people so that they will see the good 
things you do and praise your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

You are the people of God: he loved you and chose you for his own. So then, you must 
clothe yourselves with kindness. Colossians 3:12
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Important Dates - 
7th & 8th September Bikeability

9th September SATs information evening - for Y6 
parents in Dragonflies Classroom. 
3.30pm

11th September Reception half day
Reception parents consultations 

14th September School photographs - note change of 
date

18th September Open classroom - 3pm

19th September Tipi Party

21st September & 24th 
September 

Parent Consultations (Y1-6)

25th September MacMillan Coffee Morning/Uniform 
Swap (No Celebration Collective 
Worship)

28th September PTA meeting in the hall. 9am

6th October Harvest Festival in church - 9.15am

5th November Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

6th November Open classroom - 3pm

9th November Flu vaccinations

Week beginning 16th 
November 

Anti-bullying week

23rd November Uniform swap/Coffee morning 9am



Important Dates
27th November Decoration day

1st December Grace Schools Carol Service (Y6 only)

8th December KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal

9th December Nativity 2.30pm

10th December Nativity 6pm

11th December Festive Friday (Christmas Jumpers)

15th December Key Stage 2 Concert

16th December Christingle Day

18th December Carol Service 2.30pm in church 

7th January Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

8th January Open Classroom - 3pm

11th January Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

19th January Young Voices

Week beginning 8th 
February

RSE week

23rd February and 
25th February

Parent Consultations (All children)

25th February Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome



Important Dates
26th February Open Classroom - 3pm

4th March World Book Day

12th - 13th March Daffodil Weekend

17th March Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

25th March End of term service - 2.30pm in church

15th April (TBC) Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

16th April Open Classroom - 3pm

22nd April Uniform Swap/Coffee morning - 9am

Week beginning 10th May SATs week

Week beginning 17th May Year 5/6 residential

Fortnight beginning 7th 
June

Year 4 Multiplication Check

Holy Communion Holy Communion in hall. 9.15am. All 
welcome

11th June Grace Schools Art Exhibition

Week beginning 14th June Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

24th June Sports Day

Week beginning 28th 
June

Poetry Recital Competition



Important Dates
2nd July Open Classroom

6th July KS2 Dress rehearsal - 9.30pm

7th July KS2 production - 2.30pm

8th July KS2 production - 6pm

12th July Uniform Swap/Coffee morning

15th July Transition morning (9-10.30)

19th July End of Term Concert



Term Dates



          Safeguarding at Thriplow

Lucy How, Annabel Forde and Kulsoom Sheikh are 
the Designated Safeguarding Leads at Thriplow 
School. 

If you have a concern about a child, please come 
and speak to or email either of us. Alternatively 
please speak to any member of staff who will be 
able to pass on information. 

If you feel that a child is at immediate risk of harm 
you can access further advice and guidance here. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children
-and-families/children-s-social-care/safeguarding-chi

ldren-and-child-protection

Useful websites:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/advice-for-families/ 

https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/ 
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House Points

Total this 
Week

Total this 
Term

Bacon 19 19

Barenton 23 23

Bassett 15 15

Bury 18 18

Well done Barenton !



Certificate Winners
Our certificate winners this week 
are:

● Bobby (Reception)
● Henry (Year 1)
● Elwyn (Year 2)
● Henry (Year 3)
● Emily (Year 3)
● Betty (Year 6)
● Chris (Year 6)

The following children were added 
to our ‘Vision and Values’ tree for 
living out our Thriplow and 
DEMAT values:

● Alice (Hopefulness)
● Peter (Kindness)
● Zack (Confidence)
● Rudy (Confidence)



to Arlo, Bella, Izzy, 
Elias, Luna, Fitz, 
Freddie R and 
Tristan who 

celebrated their 
birthdays in August!



Birthday Books
If you would like to donate a book to our library to celebrate 

your child’s birthday, then we would be so grateful. Please follow 
this link to see a list of books that we would like.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf

Many thanks to Fitz for 
donating this book on the 

occasion of his 7th 
birthday.

https://amzn.eu/ez2OYOf




Your child’s learning
Ants:

It has been lovely to welcome a brand new Ants class this week! I am very 
proud of how well the children have settled into school and how quickly 
they have learnt the new routines.

The past three days the children have been getting to know each other, 
the classroom and the adults. It has been wonderful to see some 
friendships already start to blossom and I am enjoying getting to know 
the children too. 

We have also been exploring emotions by listening to and discussing a 
range of stories. We have also played a variety of games where we have 
identified how we feel and where we could go if we feel 
sad/scared/nervous. 

We have also started our Phonics learning! We focused on building a 
word together and how we should hold our pen before having a go at 
writing the word.

In Maths, we have been listening to and singing counting songs as well 
as playing different games such as snap in Choosing Time.

I am very much looking forward to the progress the children will make 
over the year.

 



Butterflies:

We hope that you have had a good Summer with your families. It was wonderful to 
welcome the new Butterflies class - they have settled in really well.

The Year 1 children will do Wildspace on Tuesdays, please ensure that they have 
their Wildspace clothes in school.

The Year 2 children will have their first recorder lesson on Monday, please can you 
check that they have their recorder and their book with them.

The children have been given their reading books, please read with them regularly. 
On some occasions, the children will not be given a new book, as we will be 
encouraging them to re- read the book for fluency, please continue to hear them 
read daily.

For Maths, the Y1 children counted amounts to 20 and beyond. The Year 2 children 
looked at 2-digit numbers and practised making them with Dienes, saying how 
many tens and ones there were.  For English, we have started reading the book, 
'The Gruffalo,' and looked carefully at who the characters were and the opening 
features of the story. The children joined in with reading the story. We also began 
our new Science topic, the human body and we discussed the 5 senses. The children 
loved discussing what each of the senses can help us do, we will continue to 
explore our senses and how they work over the next few weeks. 

We hope that you have a lovely weekend.



Bees:

It has been wonderful getting to know the children this week. We have also been 
working on establishing routines and expectations. 

In English, we have been exploring Stig of the Dump by practising inference and 
prediction skills. Children will need to bring their copies of the book to school 
next week as we dive deeper into the text. 

Our Maths lessons have focused on place value and representing numbers in 
various ways, with Year 3 working on three-digit numbers and Year 4 tackling 
four-digit numbers. 

In Science, we started our study of the human body by reviewing healthy habits 
and examining the differences between cells, tissues, and organs. 

In History, we have started to look at the Mesolithic hunter-gatherers as part of 
our unit spanning the Stone Age to the Bronze Age. 

Finally, during our P.E. netball session, the children practiced chest passes along 
with passing and receiving to maintain team possession.

Children should have their login details for Times Tables Rockstars (TTRS) stuck 
into their reading records. Children are expected to practise times tables for at 
least 15 minutes weekly. 

Please refer to the class letter shared, which contains class information and our 
learning overview.



Dragonflies:

It has been lovely to welcome the children to Dragonflies Class at the start of this 
new academic year. It has been a joy to see the children again, and it has been 
wonderful to observe how much the year 6s have progressed since I last taught 
them! 

The start of term has revolved around starting new units for this academic year. On 
Wednesday we began to consider our new English text - The 1000 Year Old Boy. The 
children made some excellent predictions about the text just by analysing the front 
cover. On Thursday and Friday we then began to read the start of the book. The 
children were very interested in the concept of the main character (Alife) being a 
'Neverdead'. I will leave them to explain more!

The children have also started new Maths units this week. Both year 5 and 6 will be 
focusing on place value. The year 6s have begun to look at numbers up to 1,000,000; 
the year 5s have moved on to numbers up to 10,000. 

In our afternoon work, we began learning about the Human Body on Wednesday. 
We particularly focused on the heart and learnt about the atria and ventricles. We 
watched an online simulation of a heart pumping blood through it which the 
children were fascinated by! 

On Thursday we began our topic on World War I in history. The children had very 
interesting debates about what constitutes a war before also debating whether the 
assassination of Franz Ferdinand was the only reason for war to break out. I was so 
pleased with the children's engagement with our new topic. After the first choir 
practice of the year, the children then did some sprinting in PE as part of our topic 
on running. We considered how to use our body to increase our speed. 



Dragonflies:

Today, in Geography, we learnt about lines of latitude and lines of longitude and 
why geographers need these imaginary lines. Then, in Art, we began our work on the 
Italian Renaissance. We particularly considered Leonardo da Vinci's work on drawing 
realistic human features using proportion. The children used their learning to start 
drawing a realistic picture of their own hand. 

Next week is year 5 bike ability. Please do remember to bring in your child's bike 
and helmet on Monday. Whilst year 5 are completing their bikeability, year 6 and I 
will be doing play leader training on Tuesday. Please ensure that year 6 are in PE kit 
for this extra session where they will learn about how to run lunchtime events for the 
younger children.



Our Year 6

In Year 6, each child is assigned a leadership role. 
Some of the children have already started work on 

their role this week. We are so proud of you all!





Attendance

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

If your child needs time off for a medical appointment, 
please provide an appointment card or printed confirmation 

for our records.

Where possible, please make appointments out of school 
time.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


Attendance

If your child is late for school, please ensure that 
you sign the late book in the entrance hall, giving 

a reason for the lateness. 

If it is a sensitive reason and you would rather 
not write it down, please chat to Mrs Sandford or 

Mrs How. 

Please do not write ‘late’ as a reason. 

Minutes late per 
day

School days lost 
per year

5 minutes 3 days

10 minutes 6.5 days

15 minutes 10 days

20 minutes 13 days

30 minutes 19 days



A reminder that we are a nut-aware school. 
Please ensure that your child’s lunchbox does 

not include any nuts.



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guid
elines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/ 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/food-guidelines-and-food-labels/the-eatwell-guide/









