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Key Dates in the Guided Choices Process

Booklet Evening Submission Form Deadline

18 21 22 19
Mar Mar Mar Apr

Live on the school 4.30to 6pm in the Sent to parents to begin Forms to be submitted
website School Hall submitting choices by 3pm

Speak to your teachers throughout the process to fully understand what it is you’re choosing to study

Key Words and Phrases

Short for the English Baccalaureate, it is a specific combination of
subjects that keeps a young person’s options open with regards to
future study and career pathways.
This refers to a phase of a child's education:

= Key stage 3-years 7 to 9, when students follow the national
Key stage curriculum. Often abbreviated to KS3.

= Key stage 4 —years 10 and 11, when students study for public

examinations. Often abbreviated to KS4.

This refers to different types of qualification:

= Level 1-equivalentto GCSE grade 3 (or below)

= Level 2 -equivalentto GCSE grade 4 (or above)

= |evel 3-equivalent A level

Level1/Level2/ Level 3

All assessment takes place at the end of the course, with exams

Linear sometimes referred to as 'terminal’.

A clear route from key stage four to future careers by studying relevant
subjects linked to specific career areas and industry sectors.

Pathway

Details of a specific exam course - the content to be studied, how itis
assessed etc.

Specification

The group of subjects relating to Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics.

STEM

A qualification with a significant applied, practical and/or work-related
Transition element. BTECs and Cambridge Nationals are examples of vocational
qualifications.

This usually refers to the process of moving from one key stage to

Vocational / Technical another, such as from secondary school to post-16 learning.

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS
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GCSE Qualifications

TYPES OF QUALIFICATION

Vocational Qualifications

All GCSEs now use the 9-1 grading system, with 9
being the top grade and 1 the lowest. Candidates get
a 'U" where performance is below the minimum
required to pass the GCSE.

The GCSE courses are fully linear, which means that
the content is no longer divided into modules. All
assessment takes place at the end of the course.

This change was introduced to avoid the disruption to
teaching and learning caused by repeated
assessment, to enable students to demonstrate the
full breadth of their ability in the subject, and to allow

Some subjects we offer are categorised as technical
or vocational qualifications. These subjects allow
students to develop their knowledge and
understanding by applying their learning and skills in
a work-related context.

These courses all have examinations but, unlike
GCSEs, there is a heavy emphasis on coursework.

They are generally graded as follows:
=  Pass
= Merit
= Distinction

standards to be set fairly and consistently across
different subjects.

The English Baccalaureate

The English Baccalaureate — or EBacc - is a combination of GCSE subjects that keeps a young person’s
options open with regards to future study and career pathways. The EBacc subjects are:

= English language and literature

= mathematics

= the sciences

= geography or history

= alanguage

The UK government has spoken of 90% of young people studying the EBacc subject combination by 2025. Any
student at THS can ‘qualify’ for the EBacc by choosing French and either history or geography.

All of these subjects are considered to be ‘gold standard’ GCSEs that have academic rigour and will prepare
students for A level and university. The Russell Group of top universities says that studying EBacc subjects at
A level opens the door to a wider range of degree choices.

Research indicates that a person’s socio-economic background often affects the subjects they choose at
GCSE, which then determines opportunities beyond school. A study by the UCL Institute of Education shows

that studying EBacc subjects increases the likelihood that a young person will stay on in full-time education.

The EBacc is not compulsory for our students at THS, we want our students to make the right choice for their
individual futures.

More information can be found at: https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/

If you do not meet the required standard in mathematics or English language at GCSE level, you will
have to re-sit these qualifications at a Post-16 provider (college)

DON’T LET THIS BE YOU!!

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH
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https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/

MAKING THE BEST CHOICE )

You are about to make some very important decisions. The choices you make will affect not just the next two
years but also the pathways open to you after you leave THS. It is important that you make informed choices -
in other words, that you know as much information as possible before you make your choice.

1

Think beyond THS to your post-16
pathway and your future career
possibilities.

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF...

Choose subjects that keep future
education and training options open,
rather than narrowing your options
down.

Find out as much as you can about
the courses that you are thinking of
taking. Make sure you are clear about
the content and how they are
assessed.

Talk to your teachers, your parents,
your form tutor, the learning support
staff, and current key stage 4
students who are studying these
subjects.

v
v
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What is the subject about?
Is it something that | am genuinely
interested in and will enjoy doing
for two years?

Am | playing to my strengths?
Do | have the skills and abilities to
do wellin this subject?

What kind of work is involved?
What sorts of assignments are
set? Is it the kind of work that |

enjoy?

How is the subject assessed?
Is it all by examination at the end
of the course, oris there also a
coursework element?

What will my week look like?
What other demands will | have on
my time - clubs, sport, rehearsals,

DofE etc?

Choose subjects that give you some
balance, perhaps choosing one
subject that involves doing something
practical.

...AND WHAT NOT TO DO!

OO~ W

Choose subjects that you enjoy. You

will be studying them for two years. If

you enjoy them, you are more likely to
work hard and do well in them.

WORK TOGETHER

AIM HIGH

Do not pick a subject for any of

these reasons:

= Afriend is choosing it (you
may not

= beinthe same class)

= You like the teacher (you may
be

= taught by a different teacher)

=  You feelunder pressure to
choose it

ACHIEVE SUCCESS




GUIDED PATHWAYS

At Tottington High School, we believe that the mostimportant work that we do is to prepare our students for their
future. We have designed pathways to highlight to students the best options to choose so that they are industry
ready, no matter which field they plan on working in.
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Studies have freedom over the subjects they wish to study, but the running and allocation of courses will depend
on the suitable of students to certain courses as well as the staff availability to offer subjects side-by-side with
other courses.

A well-designed curriculum is offered, through which students are enthused, engaged, and

make especially good progress in their chosen field.

We have outlined pathways that highlight to students the best choices to make to prepare them for the world of
work, by providing opportunities to immerse themselves in specialist subjects that offer them the ability to
acquire the knowledge and skills required. They will be more likely to excel because they like what they are
doing.

Students will leave THS ‘work ready’, professional, and with well-developed employability

skills.

High standards of appearance, conduct, work, and responsibility are expected at school, as they are in the
workplace. Developing essential employability skills such as problem-solving, communication, teamwork, and
leadership is also an important aspect of the work we do at THS.

Learning will be ambitious for all and deepened through content as well as enrichment
opportunities.

The courses being offered, the content of these courses, and the opportunities for students to enhance their
learning outside their lessons allows students to connect their learning to the world of work.

Students will secure progression to ambitious destinations.

THS is one step on the educational journey for our students. The next stage in a student’s learning is important,
and the curriculum at THS is designed to allow students to fulfil their potential to get there and be ready for the
rigours of their course, whether this is A-Level, T-Level ( or a vocational qualification, or an apprenticeship.

Tottington High School Post-16

N T-LEVELS

THE NEXT LEVEL QUALIFICATION

GCSEs

VOCATIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS

J

= Apprenticeships
)

AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS
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STEM PATHWAY

OPTIONAL COMPULSORY
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS NON-EXAMINED

GCS E S U BJ E CTS Students choose two subjects from SUBJECTS

this group
. Core PE
English Language
g. . guag Separate Sciences (Physical Education)
English Literature Design & Technol
Mathematics esign & Technology PSHE
Combined Science Geography (Personal, Social, Health & Economic
Education)

What courses can this pathway lead to after THS?

= T Level Engineering and Manufacturing, Design and Development: Mechanical Engineering

= T Level Engineering and Manufacturing, Design and Development: Specialism in Electrical
and Electronic Engineering

= TLevel Science —Technical: Laboratory Sciences

= T Level Building Services Engineering for Construction — Specialism in Plumbing and Heating
Engineering

= Alevelsin Biology, Chemistry, or Physics; Geography

What careers can this pathway lead to?

= Chemistry =  (Geosciences
=  Computer Science = Life Sciences
=  Engineering =  Mathematics
=  Environmental Science =  Physics / Astronomy

= AstraZeneca = Rolls Royce

= Pfizer = Sellafield

= GSK = Jacobs Engineering
= Cancer Research UK = Redrow

= Ministry of Defence =  Mott MacDonald

=  Bentley

= Green Power Racing
= F1inSchools
= STEM Leaders

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS |



HEALTH PATHWAY

OPTIONAL COMPULSORY
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS NON-EXAMINED
GCS E S U BJ E CTS Students choose two subjects from SUBJECTS
this group
. Separate Sciences ore
English Language PhysicafEducation (GCSE) or Prmon

English Literat
netish Literature Sport Studies*

Mathematics . PSHE
Combined Science Health and Social Care* (Personal, Social, Health & Economic
Food Preparation & Nutrition Education)

* =Vocational Qualification

What courses can this pathway lead to after THS?

=  TLevelin Health: Supporting The Adult Nursing Team

= TLevelin Health: Supporting Therapy Teams

= Vocational Course in Health and Social Care; Sport; Food and Preparation

= Alevelsin Biology, Chemistry, or Physics; Physical Education; Food and Preparation

What careers can this pathway lead to?

= Surgeon, Doctor, Nurse, Midwife, Paramedic

= Medical Assistant

= Podiatrist, Dentist, Chiropractor, Audiologist, Pathologist, Optometrist, Oncologist,
Psychiatrist

= Professional Athlete, Coach, or Personal Trainer

What links do we have in Bury and Greater Manchester?

= NHS = Nuffield
= Bupa = David Lloyd
= Spire = The FA/ Football clubs

What enrichment opportunities can we expect?

= Duke of Edinburgh Award
= Salou trip
= Skiing trip

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS




DIGITAL PATHWAY

OPTIONAL COMPULSORY
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS NON-EXAMINED
GCS E S U BJ E CTS Students choose two subjects from SUBJECTS
this group
English Languag . Core PE
Err:g[::h Ligr:tirg Cg:]e—l::‘t’:risl(:zlnaie (Physical Education)
Mathematics PSHE

Design & Technology

(Personal, Social, Health & Economic
Education)

Combined Science

* =Vocational Qualification

What courses can this pathway lead to after THS?

= T Levelin Digital Support Services: Digital Infrastructure

= T Levelin Digital Production, Design & Development

= Vocational Qualifications in ICT, Computing, and Graphic Design
=  Alevelin Computer Science

What careers can this pathway lead to?

= Software Engineer = App Developer

=  Web Developer = Systems Analyst
=  Data Scientist = |Information Security Analyst
= Database Administrator = |T Manager

= Microsoft = (Cisqo

= Apple = Facebook

= Amazon = Uber

= Google = Qracle

= Fujitsu = Intuit

= GCHQ =  Samsung

= SAP

= Visits to local colleges to explore and use their facilities
= Trips to industry-leading businesses

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS



CREATIVE PATHWAY ﬁ",

OPTIONAL COMPULSORY
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS NON-EXAMINED
GCSE SUBJECTS Students choose two subjects from SUBJECTS
this group
English L . Qore PE.
Err:gl;:h L?c(:f:t?ﬁg Art or Te.xtlles (Physical Education)
Mathematics g'“s'c PSHE
Combined Science rama (Personal, So;:\:,(:l:;eiz:)h&Economic

What courses can this pathway lead to after THS?

= T Levelin Media, Broadcast And Production - Specialism In Content Creation And
Production

= Vocational Courses in Art, Dance, Drama, Film, and Music

=  AlevelsinArt, Drama, Film, and Music/Music Technology

What careers can this pathway lead to?

= Artist = Sales and retail

= Fashion design =  Business

=  Production management =  Teacher

= Quality control =  Actor,

=  Artand marketing = Setdesign

= Drama therapy = Lighting/sound technician

= Journalism = Costume and make- up design

What links do we have in Bury and Greater Manchester?

= Media City (the BBC and itv)
= Theatres in Manchester (the Opera House, The Palace Theatre)

What enrichment opportunities can we expect?

= Performance opportunities

=  Watching live performances

= Visits to art galleries

=  Workshops/masterclasses with professionals

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS ||



COMMUNICATION PATHWAY \y

OPTIONAL COMPULSORY
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS NON-EXAMINED
GCS E S U BJ E CTS Students choose two subjects from SUBJECTS
this group
English Language History oh QO[I'SdPEt‘
English Literature Geography (Fhysical Education)
Mathematics Religious Education PSHE
Combined Science French (Personal, Sog?:,cl;izz:)h&Economic
What courses can this pathway lead to after THS?
A-Levelsin:

= English (Language, Literature, or Language & Literature)
= Film Studies

= Media Studies

=  French

What careers can this pathway lead to?

= Journalism

= Broadcasting
= Publishing

= Media

= Marketing

What links do we have in Bury and Greater Manchester?

= LadBible

= Facebook

= X

= Newspapers

What enrichment opportunities can we expect?

= Salou trip
= Skiing trip

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS |



HUMANITIES PATHWAY ﬁ"'

OPTIONAL COMPULSORY
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS NON-EXAMINED
GCS E S U BJ E CTS Students choose two subjects from SUBJECTS
this group
. History Core PE
EnglISh L.anguage Geography (Physical Education)
English Literature Religi Ed ti
Mathematics © Iglo:ri;nc:ca lon PSHE

Combined Science SOCiOlogy (Personal, Sogij:,cl;izi:)h & Economic

SOCIOLOGY IS ABRAND NEW COURSE (this course will only run if there is adequate uptake)

What courses can this pathway lead to after THS?

A-Levelsin:
=  History =  Sociology
=  Geography = Philosophy
= RE = (Classical Civilisation
= Retail = Relief/Aid Work
=  Business = Travel and Tourism
=  Banking =  Environmental Management
= Law = Surveying
= Politics = Architecture
= Accountancy = Police/Social Work
= Marketing =  Education Management
=  Armed Forces = Land Management
= Media/Journalism

What links do we have in Bury and Greater Manchester?

=  Manchester Museum =  Manchester Jewish Museum
= People’s History Museum =  The Pankhurst Centre

What enrichment opportunities can we expect?

=  Field Trips to places of geographical interest
= Guest speakers who are experts in their field

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS
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All students will study the Compulsory Subjects, including Core PE and PSHE which are non-examined lessons
of one hour per week, in-line with government legislation.

In addition to this, students should pick one subject from each Option Block (see below) and name two reserve
options, from any block.

Please note, the following subjects cannot be taken together:
= Art/Textiles
= PE/Sport Studies
Each subject can only be chosen once, i.e. not chosen from more than one block.

Compulsory Optional Subjects
Subjects Block A (EBacc) Block B Block C
History
History
English Creative iMedia*
Language Creative iMedia*
French
.Engllsh Separate Sciences . Geography
Literature Music
History PE/Sport Studies*§
Maths Art or Textiles
Geography Drama
Combined Health & Social
Science Care* Art
French
. Food Preparation & Health & Social
Computer Science .
Nutrition Care*
Core PE
Design & Computer Science
PSHE Technology
RE
Sociology

BRAND NEW COURSES (this course can only run if there is adequate uptake)
* =these courses are Vocational Qualifications
§ = students choosing PE may be guided to choose a vocational sports course
Core PE and PSHE are non-examined, but are important weekly lessons as part of the National
Curriculum

If you do not meet the required standard in mathematics or English language at GCSE level, you will
have to re-sit these qualifications at a Post-16 provider (college)

DON’T LET THIS BE YOU!!

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS
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Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Ms Adams, Head of English

Why study English Language?

English is everywhere. We use it to communicate in our everyday lives, and we read, analyse, and compose
‘texts’ all the time.

English is one of the world's most commonly spoken languages. Understanding our language helps us to take
our place as citizens in the modern world.

Studying English will help you to become a reflective thinker, expressive, creative, and precise in how you
communicate.

Itis notjust aboutreading books or writing stories. We explore a huge variety of ‘texts’ such as articles, novels,
letters, and autobiographies.

Gaining a grade 5 or above in English language is vital for whatever you choose to do when you leave school.

What will | learn about in English Language?

Studying GCSE English language will enable you to develop excellent written and spoken communication
skills. These are essential skills needed for whatever you choose to progress on to do in the future.

You will develop as a critical reader, a skilful writer, and an independent thinker. You will also be given many
opportunities to further develop your ability to work independently as well as with others. You will be involved
in trips, participate in team projects and complete various speaking and listening tasks.

What are some of the skills | will gain from English Language?

= Writing non-fiction e.g. writing to argue, persuade and explain

= Writing fiction (creative prose)

= Reading non-fiction and media texts e.g. articles, autobiographies, and letters
= Readingfiction

= Speaking and listening

= Exploring the writer’s intention

What do employers think about English Language?

A good GCSE in English language links well with A levels in related subjects such as combined English
language and literature, and media studies. It also links well with subjects like history and law.

English is important in all careers, particularly areas like journalism, broadcasting, publishing, media, and
marketing.

If you do not meet the required standard in English language at GCSE level, you will have to re-sit
this qualification at a Post-16 provider (college)

DON’T LET THIS BE YOU!!

ACHIEVE SUCCESS
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How will | be assessed?

COMPONENT 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
*  Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
*  50% of total GCSE grade

Section A-Reading

25% of total GCSE grade

Understanding of one prose extract (about 60-100 lines) of literature from the 20th century assessed through
a range of structured questions that test understanding of language, structure, and evaluation.

Section B - Prose Writing
25% of total GCSE grade
One descriptive or narrative writing task.

COMPONENT 2: Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives
*  Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
*  50% of total GCSE grade

Section A-Reading

25% of total GCSE grade

Understanding of two extracts (about 900-1200 words in total) of one non-fiction text and one literary non-
fiction text, assessed through a range of structured questions.

Section B - Writing
25% of total GCSE grade
1 Extended non-fiction writing task.

COMPONENT 3: Spoken Language
Non-examination assessment - unweighted
One presentation/speech, including responses to questions and feedback

v — ] R
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ENGLISH LITERATURE P

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Ms Adams, Head of English

Why study English Literature?

The study of English literature is an enjoyable and enlightening journey through our literary heritage, from
Shakespeare right up to the present.

’/
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Studying English literature develops your ability to think critically and to understand different cultures and
times, including how people thought and behaved.

We explore all aspects of texts. You will be reading and analysing plays, novels, poetry, and non- fiction
extracts.

Many students find English literature a magical gateway to worlds previously unknown to them.

The study of great literature also complements and supports your work in English language.

What will | learn about in English Literature?

Studying GCSE English literature will enable you to develop your analytical and critical-reading skills. You will
familiarise yourself with a range of texts, respond to them personally and critically, and explore the contexts
in which they were produced.

Wherever possible, you will go to watch performances of the texts we study to help you appreciate and
understand the language, characterisation, and writer’s intention, as well as enjoying the exciting plots!

What are some of the skills | will gain from English Literature?

= Reading novels and poetry

= Using your imagination

= Writing analytical essays

= Developing your critical and analytical responses

= Discussing the context in which a text was written and its impact on the reader
= Including your personal response

= Exploring the writer’s intention

What do employers think about English Literature?

A good GCSE in English literature links well with A levels in related subjects such as combined English
language and literature, and media studies, as well as subjects like history and law.

English is important in all careers, particularly areas like journalism, broadcasting, publishing, media, and
marketing.

J

il

=]

ehwindel | TabkS sdvras

T
— T
T
sy

4§+ Encyklopedie mystiky.

12 Mertink | BAE A

H
3|
=1
3

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS




How will | be assessed?

COMPONENT 1: Shakespeare and Poetry
Written examination: 1hr 45 minutes: 40% of total GCSE grade

Section A - Shakespeare

20% of total GCSE grade

Students will answer one question on their play and will be required to write in detail about an extract from
the play and then to write about the play as a whole. This will either be: Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The
Tempest, The Merchant of Venice, Much Ado About Nothing, or Julius Caesar.

Section B - The 19th-Century Novel

20% of total GCSE grade

Students will answer one question on their novel and be required to write in detail about an extract from the
novel and then to write about the novel as a whole. This will either be: The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde, Charles Dickens A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens Great Expectations, Charlotte Bronté Jane Eyre,
Mary Shelley Frankenstein, Jane Austen Pride and Prejudice, or Sir Arthur Conan Doyle The Sign of Four

COMPONENT 2: Post-1914 Prose/ Drama, 19th Century Prose and Unseen Poetry
Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes: 60% of total GCSE grade

Section A Modern Texts:

Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on their studied modern prose or drama text.
Drama text: JB Priestley An Inspector Calls, Willy Russell Blood Brothers, Alan Bennett The History Boys,
Dennis Kelly DNA, Simon Stephens The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (play script), Shelagh
Delaney A Taste of Honey

Prose: William Golding Lord of the Flies, AQA Anthology Telling Tales George Orwell Animal Farm, Kazuo
Ishiguro Never Let Me Go, Meera Syal Anita and Me, Stephen Kelman Pigeon English

Section B Poetry:
Students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and one other
poem from their chosen anthology cluster.

Section C Unseen Poetry:
Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this poem with a second
unseen poem.

In preparing for the unseen poetry section of the examination students will experience a wide range of poetry
in order to develop their ability to closely analyse unseen poems.
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MATHEMATICS U

Exam Board information: OCR GCSE
Contact: Mr Hill, Head of Mathematics
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&S

Why study Mathematics?

Mathematics teaches you how to learn — how to build up an understanding from basic principles, develop
general concepts and apply this understanding to specific examples. It teaches you to think logically, ask
questions and check out your conclusions.

Basic mathematical skills are also important in other subjects. Some you may be familiar with, such as
biology; others, such as sports science, you may want to study in future. Whatever route you take, a good
grasp of mathematics will help.

What will | learn about in Mathematics?

All GCSE courses in Mathematics follow the National Curriculum, so you will carry on from the work
completed at Key Stage 3.

The topics are number; algebra; ratio, proportion, and rates of change; geometry and measures; probability;
and statistics

What are some of the skills | will gain from Mathematics?

By studying GCSE Mathematics, you will be able to reason clearly and logically, set out a rational argument
and find solutions to problems in real life. You will be able to understand the Mathematics likely to be
encountered in daily adult life and develop your ability to solve problems systematically and select the correct
technique for the solution.

What do employers think about Mathematics?

Employers/professions often require at least a Grade 4 in GCSE Mathematics. Indeed, they may require you
to sit a Mathematics Skills Test to check your knowledge before offering the job to you.

The reason that Mathematics is held in such high regard is because of the transferable skills you learn in the
subject and its relevance to real life. Good Mathematical skills are essential in Building, Engineering,
Economics, Medicine, ICT, Accountancy, Teaching, and many more professions.

How will | be assessed?

There are three examination papers, each 1 hour 30 mins in duration. Each paper is equally weighted in
content and marks. The grade is attained from the overall mark from all three papers.

Higher tier is graded from 4-9 and foundation tier is graded from 1-5.

Student progress is assessed by the teacher on a regular basis by a series of short examinations at key points
in the Academic Year.

If you do not meet the required standard in mathematics at GCSE level, you will have to re-sit this
qualification at a Post-16 provider (college)

DON’T LET THIS BE YOU!!
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SCIENCE (COMBINED) g

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Mr Burke, Lead Practitioner of Science
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Why study Science?

Science affects a very large part of your life - what you eat, what you wear and what you use. The Science
GCSE course encourages you to consider the way in which Science is applied to technological developments
and will help you to formulate views and opinions about these issues e.g. whether or not you would want your
children to be vaccinated etc.

What will | learn about in this subject?

This Science course leads to a dual award GCSE grade. The GCSE combined science course covers the three
main subject areas Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Students will study and be assessed on two units of
Biology, two of Chemistry and two of Physics which will lead to a combined double GCSE grade.

The KS4 Science course beginsin Year 9. In Year 10 all students follow the Combined Science modules. These
introduce topics such as genetics, atomic structure, energy, and forces. These are followed using a mixture
of practical work, investigation, and discussion. In Year 11, students continue to build up their knowledge;
there are topics on organ systems, chemical reactions, and radioactivity. This Science course gives all of the
background required for students who may wish to take Biology, Chemistry or Physics at Advanced Level.

What are some of the skills | will gain from this subject?

= Designing experiments and assessing the results

= Investigating and problem solving

=  Communicating and working with others

= Thinking creatively

= Debating science-related issues in the news

= Risk-assessing situations and working safely in a laboratory environment

What do employers think about this subject?

Combined science students can take Biology, Chemistry or Physics at Advanced Level. It can also lead on to
a range of vocational courses. It is not necessary to have taken triple science to access these courses. These
courses lead to a wide variety of degrees and employment in engineering, the medical, environmental and
research industries, to name but a few. They can also lead to courses which qualify a student for practical
and technological work in a wide range of industries, from health and sports to medical and work as a
technician.

How will | be assessed?

All the examinations are taken at the end of Year 11. There are six examinations each of 1 hour 15 minutes,
two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics.

These are available at foundation tier (grades 55-11) and higher tier (99-44). Students must complete all
assessments in the same tier.

There are required practical assessments that will need to be completed and are assessed in the written
examinations.

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCESS
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(PHYSICAL EDUCATION)

NON-EXAMINED SUBJECT

Every student will receive one hour per week of Core PE as part of the National Curriculum.

Q=

During Core PE, students will be given opportunities to participate in the following sporting

activities:
= Badminton = Dodgeball
=  Table Tennis =  Handball
=  Football =  Rugby
= Rounders = Cricket
= Trampolining = Danish Long Ball
=  Bench Ball = Frisbee
= Basketball = Aussie Rules

= Just Dance

Weekly attendance to lessons, in full PE kit, is still an expectation, just like in years 7,8, and 9.

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH




PSHE 3,

(PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH & ECONOMIC EDUCATION)

NON-EXAMINED SUBJECT

Every student will receive one hour per week of PSHE, following the PSHE Association Thematic
Model, as part of the National Curriculum. The three key themes are Health and Wellbeing,
Relationships (including RSE) and Living in the Wider World.

PSHE is delivered through form-time and covers the following topics:
= Mental Health and Well-being
= Addressing Extremism and Radicalisation
=  Financial Decision Making and Economic Well-being
= Exploring Influence
=  Healthy Relationships
= Career Success
= Next Steps
=  Families and Communication in relationships
= Building for the future and Study Skills
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ART & DESIGN W

This subject cannot be chosen with Textiles or Photography

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Ms Preston-Webb, Head of Art

Why study Art & Design?

If you have creative and artistic abilities, you will develop them in much greater depth, while extending your
skills to a higher level.

Itis an exciting practical skills-based course, working with a variety of media.
You will be working with people who share your interest and enthusiasm for the subject. Producing original
artwork will give you great personal satisfaction.

What will | learn about in Art & Design?

In Art and Design, you will improve your observation and objective drawing. Explore your own personal ideas
imaginatively in visual and tactile studies. You will learn more about the work of other Artists, Craftsmen and
Designers and understand the influence they have on your own work. You will use a variety of materials and
techniques to express your ideas and learn how to modify and improve work as it progresses. You will use all
your planning, research, and development of ideas to produce a successful piece of artwork and gain more
confidence in your knowledge about Art in our society and around the world. You will learn to work
independently and creatively.

In Year 10, you will be guided through three major coursework projects. Each ‘Project’ will include
observational drawing, collecting other visual resources, photography, development of your own imaginative
ideas, research into relevant artists and designers, practical experimentation, planning and modifying your
ideas and producing a successful piece of Artwork.

In Year 11, you will be expected to work more independently to develop your own ideas. Working through
coursework projects before your final examination project. Towards the end of the course, you will be able to
revisit previous work to improve it, select the best work and prepare it for final assessment.
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What are some of the skills | will gain from Art & Design?

Observation drawing

Painting

Sculpture using various media including ceramics
Mixed Media

Printmaking

Textiles

What do employers think about Art & Design?

An essential qualification, if you are looking for a career in any Art, Design or Craft related field, you wish to
study Art and Design in Further and Higher Education. It provides you with a creative way of ‘thinking’ and
problem-solving. If you achieve a good grade, employers will be impressed with your ‘well rounded’
education. There is a wide range of career opportunities available from Architecture to Teaching.

How will | be assessed?

Regular End of Project Assessments and tutorials to set individual targets.

Continuous Assessment on all elements of Coursework from the start of Year 10.

A Mock Examination in Years 10 & 11.

Presentation of three major Coursework Projects for Assessment by the end of April/beginning of May
inYear 11.

A ten-hour Practical Examination, Final Assignment to be completed in Year 11.

Exhibitions of work and external Moderation in June
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This subject cannot be chosen with Art or Photography

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Mr Scholes, Associate Assistant Headteacher

Why study Textiles?

The Art Textile Design course offers the opportunity to develop skills over a broad range of Textile and Fashion
techniques and applications, such as printing, weaving, knitting, mixed media, digital applications, surface
design, embroidery, and installation.

You will develop your creativity and independent thought, learn to express yourself visually and let your
imagination flourish. The Textile Design course is a great companion to all other subjects as creativity,
imagination and problem-solving skills can give you great ideas for your other subjects.

What will | learn about in Textiles?

You will develop your ability in the creation of designs and products for woven, knitted, stitched, printed or
decorative textiles. You will explore the ways in which meanings and ideas relevant to textile design can be
communicated including the use of stylisation, surface embellishment, imaginative interpretation, and visual
and tactile elements, such as: colour; line; form; tone; texture; shape; pattern; composition; decoration;
repetition; scale; structure and surface.

You will experiment with the study of art textiles including fashion design and illustration; costume design;
constructed textiles; printed and dyed textiles; surface pattern; stitched and embellished textiles; soft
furnishings and textiles for interiors; digital and installed textiles. Students may explore combinations of
areas.
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What are some of the skills | will gain from Textiles?

You will develop problem solving, creative things, investigation, research, communication, and teamwork
skills. You will gain the ability to develop, refine and present ideas. Employers and universities regard all of
these highly.

You will be encouraged to take a personalised approach to your studies and should become increasingly
independent as over the course. You will be taught to:
=  Develop yourideas through investigations of artists’ work.
= Work with mixed media creating a range of textile techniques such as applique, embroidery (hand and
free machine), print, batik, and patchwork to name a few.
= Use your thoughts, views, feelings through drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, photography,
digital imaging, stitching, sewing, and working in mixed medias.
= Manufacture finished pieces of work that have been planned which showcase your understanding of
the materials, techniques and topics studied,

What do employers think about Textiles?

Studying textiles can lead to professions such as:
= Fashion design
= Production management
= Quality control
= Sales and retail
= Business

How will | be assessed?

There will be one final exam in year 11 (10 hours spread over 2 days). The exam makes up 40% of your total
GCSE grade. A Non- Examined Assessment — a controlled task and supplementary work which accounts for
60% of total GCSE grade. Term 1 is focusing on developing practical skills and idea formation, before starting
the “sustained project” NEA, which will be linked to a given theme. For both exam and course work, students
will be tested on their ability to record information visually, research relevant artists/ designers, experiment
with materials and make a personal response to a theme.
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COMPUTER SCIENCE P

Exam Board information: OCR GCSE
Contact: Mr Brandwood, Head of Computing Faculty

Why study Computer Science?

Students who take GCSE in Computing will want to extend their understanding of the technology behind the
digital world in which we live.

They will want to know how computers work, what hardware and software actually do and want to learn
programming skills that they can then use to solve computer-based problems.

There will be a focus on Python to create high level console applications along with the function of low-level
programming, through conceptual models and the use of assembly code programming.

What will | learn about in Computer Science?

Computer Systems
=  Systems Architecture
=  Memory and Storage
=  Computer Networks, connections, and protocols
= Network security
=  System software
= Ethical, legal, cultural, and environmental impacts of digital technology

Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming
= Algorithms
=  Programming fundamentals
=  Producing robust programs
= Boolean logic
=  Programming languages and integrated development environments
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What are some of the skills | will gain from Computer Science?

You will develop skills in managing computer-based projects, database design and use, programming in
specific computer languages.

What do employers think about Computer Science?

There is currently a shortfall in the number of well skilled IT professionals within the workforce. This course
is specifically designed to deliver the sort of high-level skills that might lead to a successful career in the area.

This course provides the best first step towards A Level Computing, touching on all the key areas that are
covered in greater depth within the A Level course.

How will | be assessed?

Two written examination papers, both lasting 1 hour 30 minutes each:

Paper 1: Computer Systems
50% of the total GCSE grade (80 marks)

Paper 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming
50% of the total GCSE grade (80 marks)
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

RESISTANT MATERIALS

Exam Board information: Edugas GCSE
Contact: Mr Scholes, Associate Assistant Headteacher

Why study designh & technology?

Design and technology is part of everyday life and is constantly evolving. This qualification is modern and
relevant, so pupils can learn about contemporary technologies, materials, and processes, as well as
established practices. There is a greater emphasis on understanding and applying iterative design processes.
You will use your creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant
problems, considering your own and others’ needs, wants and values. You will experience the STEM subjects
and learn to apply mathematical and scientific skills to problem solve everyday problems. You will develop a
range of transferable skills such as teamwork, problem solving and communication.

This course combines a combination of designing and practical skills with knowledge and understanding to
ensure that you have the skills to progress on to further employment. You will work with computer aided
design software and materials including woods, metals, plastic, and smart and modern materials.

What will | learn about in design & technology?

Core technical principles:
In order to make effective design choices students will need a breadth of core technical knowledge and
understanding that consists of:

= new and emerging technologies = gystems approach to designing
= energy generation and storage = mechanical devices
= developments in new materials = materials and their working properties

Specialist technical principles:
In addition to the core technical principles, all students should develop an in-depth knowledge and
understanding of the following specialist technical principles:

= selection of materials or components = stockforms, types and sizes

= forces and stresses = scales of production

= ecological and social footprint = specialisttechniques and processes
= sources and origins = gsurface treatments and finishes

= using and working with materials

Designing and making principles:
Students should know and understand that all design and technology activities take place within a wide range
of contexts.

They should also understand how the prototypes they develop must satisfy wants or needs and be fit for their
intended use. For example, the home, school, work, or leisure.

They will need to demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of designing and making principles in
relation to the following areas:

= jnvestigation, primary and secondary data = selection of materials and components
= environmental, social, and economic challenge = tolerances

= the work of others = material management

= design strategies = specialist tools and equipment

= communication of design ideas = specialisttechniques and processes

= prototype development
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What are some of the skills | will gain from desigh & technology?

Students develop a variety of design skills such as:
=  Free-hand sketching
= Tonalrendering
= Perspective and isometric drawing
= 3D modelling
= Research and analysis
= Developingideas
=  Planning and evaluation

What do employers think about desigh & technology?

If you are looking into a career within Design & Technology there are a wide variety of industries such as
fashion, engineering, architecture, information technology and even education.

Popular careers for people with design & technology include product designer, architect, software engineer,
civil engineer, carpenter, and joiner.

How will | be assessed?

Unit 1: Written paper (100 marks)
50% of total grade

This is a 2-hour written paper and consists of three sections each containing compulsory questions:
= SECTION A: Core technical principles (20 marks)
=  SECTION B: Specialist technical principles (30 marks)
= SECTION C: Designing and making principles (50 marks)

Unit 2: Non-exam Assessment (NEA) (100 marks)
50% of total grade

Approximately 30-35 hours, practical application of:
= Coretechnical principles
= Specialist technical principles
= Designing and making principles

Eye protection
must be worn
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DRAMA U

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Mr Tait, Teacher of Drama

Why study drama?

If you enjoy working with other people, whether itis in acting groups or technical aspects of the theatre, you
will enjoy the course. You don't have to be full of confidence. Drama is a multidisciplinary subject that
teaches you to be confident. You will learn subject specific skills, knowledge and understanding whilst also
developing analytical skills, self-confidence, and communication skills.

What will | learn about in drama?

GCSE Drama is a course that explores both theory and performance, allowing students to understand the
historical journey theatre has taken in order to become what it is today. You will explore play texts both as a
performer and as a member of an audience, learning to work collaboratively in a creative environment. The
course allows students to express themselves in a highly creative and practical way, giving the opportunities
to work in many roles.

Theatre visits and working with industry professionals are planned elements of the course to give students an
insight to the theatre industry and potential future career paths.

You will complete 3 components of work over the 2 years of study; the first year of study will be your chance
to build on your theatrical skills, explore the history of theatre and explore a variety of performance styles. In
the second year, students will further build their confidence and knowledge, before sitting their theory and
performance exams and logbooks.

What are some of the skills | will gain from drama?

Studying Performing Arts, at any level, develops practical and transferrable skills:

= Creative Thinking: Exploring existing material and devising own ideas both theoretically and practically
=  Problem Solving: Time management and meeting a brief

=  Responsibility and Dependability: Organisation, self-discipline, empathy

= Collaboration and Teamwork: Rehearsing and performing with others

= Self-Discipline and Time Management: being able to practise alone

What do employers think about drama?

Careers drama can lead to include Art and marketing, Drama therapy, journalism, teacher, actor, public
relations, set design, lighting technician, costume and make- up design. Television and theatre work to
advertising.

Drama is useful for any job which requires you to use your communication and creative skills, itis a
desirable skill for prospects. We focus on career paths in Drama from years 7- 11 so students are aware
what skills they are accessing and have transfer skills to multiple jobs roles.
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How will | be assessed?

Component 1 (20& of total GCSE grade)

Knowledge and understanding of theatre genres, staging styles and stage directions is assessed. Study one
play from a set choice of six, and students must see a piece of live theatre to review for the exam.

This is the exam component of the course, students must read and perform a chosen play based on the AQA
text list, we look at the theatre industry, jobs, and types of staging and lastly students must see a live theatre
performance which they then run in the exam.

Component 2 Devising Drama (40% of total GCSE grade)

Students study a wide range of practitioners and performance styles in workshop style lessons, they are then
asked to create a performance from a wide range of stimulus.

Students will keep a logbook of the process of development and be able to evaluate their work and is assessed
by your teacher. This component is structured with practical elements and written alongside; collaboration
is key!

Students can also complete this module as a designer in the role of costume/lighting/set/puppetry.

Component 3 Texts in Practice (20% total GCSE grade)

Students will either perform in or design for two key extracts from a performance text and is assessed by an
external examiner.

This is a free choice of text but must contrast with the text chosen for study in component 1, students can
complete as a monologue/dialogue or group piece.

With chosen script, they must research the social, cultural, and historical context behind the play.
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FOOD PREPARATION & \Jy
NUTRITION

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Mr Scholes, Associate Assistant Headteacher

Why study food & nutrition?

This course is for students who enjoy working with food and the chemical/biological science of nutrition/diet.
The subject requires students to show evidence of knowledge and understanding of food processes and
properties and develop competent practical skills in a wide range of categories and food groups. Students
will also study food provenance and food choice as well as having opportunities to develop practical food
preparation skills. This course could lead to further education in health and nutrition and/ or career
opportunities in the catering/ restaurant industries.

What will | learn about in food & nutrition?

=  Food, nutrition, and health
=  Food science

= Food safety

=  Food choice

=  Food provenance

Skills must be demonstrated across 20 skills and techniques. Examples are: in Knife Skills students must
show abilities in areas such as portioning / filleting fish and meat or alternatives. In Sauce Making, students
must show understanding in manipulating liquids to alter viscosity. An interest in analysing and applying
nutritional content across food groups is essential.

What are some of the skills | will gain from food & nutrition?

= Applying your theory learning to making sweet and savoury dishes
= Planning and thinking creatively

= Reflecting on your work

=  Working as part of ateam to present events and serve customers
= Thinking about health and safety

= inthe working environment

What do employers think about food & nutrition?

Food Preparation & Nutrition GCSE is a useful course for anyone to take as you build up an awareness of
practical skills needed to make dishes.

Studying Food itself can lead to many varied careers within the vast umbrella of the Food Industry — dieticians,
food technologists who develop new food products for companies, chefs and kitchen workers will all have
basic background knowledge of the principles of working with food.

There is a strong link between aspects of Food and the Chemistry side of Science, which could be helpful if
you wished to pursue a career as a Food Scientist. The new specification also has strong links to GCSE PE,
where nutrition and fitness play a key part.
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How will | be assessed?

Unit 1: Written paper (100 marks)
50% of total grade

This is a 1-hour 45min written paper and consists of two sections both containing compulsory questions.

Section A
Questions based on stimulus material.

Section B
Structured, short, and extended response questions to assess contentrelated to food preparation and
nutrition. Students are tested on six areas: Food commodities, principles of nutrition, diet and good
health, the science of food, where food comes from and cooking and food preparation.

Unit 2: Non-exam Assessment (NEA)
50% of total grade

Assessment 1: The Food Investigation Assessment (15% of total grade)
A scientific food investigation which will assess the students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in
relation to scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food.

Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment (35% of total grade)
This includes a 3-hour Practical Test (planned in advance) to create 3 dishes, and a folio of planning,
research, practice, and evaluations (9 hours). Unit 2 is marked internally and moderated externally.
Task themes are set by the exam board.
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FRENCH W

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Miss Freebairn, Head of Modern Foreign Languages

Why study French?

French is spoken as an official language in 29 different countries including France, Belgium, Canada, and
Switzerland. There are strong historical, cultural, and trading links between Britain and France. It is an official
language of the European Union and the United Nations. By continuing with French, you are increasing your
career options. In the enlarged European trade market those speaking French, as one of the business
languages most in demand will enjoy more opportunities than ever. Please note - you will only be able to opt

for French if you are currently studying French in Year 9.

What will | learn about in French?

You will continue to develop your language skills within three main areas:
Identity and culture:
=  Family, Friends, Technology and Free time
Local, national, international, and global areas of interest:
= Home, Town, Region, Socialissues, and the Environment
Current and future study and employment:
= School, Post-16, Jobs, Career choices and Ambitions

What are some of the skills | will gain from French?

You will learn how to speak, read, write in French and understand spoken French in a variety of situations.
You will develop your knowledge of French grammar.

What do employers think about French?

Employers are often keen to have someone with knowledge of French working with them. France is one of our
most important trading partners in Europe and many British firms have branches in France, just as there are
as many French companies investing in Britain. We cannot walk down the main street of any British town
today without seeing French brand names: Air France, Axa, Bugatti, Citroén, Chanel, Dior, Evian, Garnier,

Renault and many more.

dﬁéﬁ: z.“

33&?“&

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH ACHIEVE SUCCE§:




How will | be assessed?

You will be assessed in each of the four language skills at the end of Year 11. With the new exam, if you are
entered as a Foundation candidate, you will do the Foundation paperin all 4 skills. Equally, if you are entered
as a Higher candidate, you will be entered for Higher for all 4 skills. There is no mixing and matching.

1. Listening:
= Worth 25% of the total GCSE grade
= Written exam - 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier)
40 marks (Foundation Tier), 50 marks (Higher Tier)

= Setand marked by AQA
= Some questions and answers in English, some in French

2. Reading:
= Worth 25% of the total GCSE grade
= Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier)
60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier)

Set and marked by AQA
= Some questions and answers in French, some in English
This paper will also include a translation from French into English

3. Speaking:
= Worth 25% of the total GCSE grade
= Terminal speaking test including role-play, photo card description and an extended conversation
based on two topics:
— Role-play - 15 marks- 2 mins at Foundation Tier; 2 mins at Higher
— Photo card - 15 marks-2 mins at Foundation Tier; 3 mins at Higher
= Conversation- 30 marks-3-5 mins at Foundation; 5-7 mins at Higher
=  Conducted by the Teacher and marked by AQA

4. Writing:
= Worth 25% of the total GCSE grade
=  Awritten exam- 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)
50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at Higher Tier

Set and marked by AQA
= Some questions and answers in French, some in English
= This paperwill also include a translation out of English into French
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This subject cannot be chosen with Travel and Tourism

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Mrs Jackson, Head of Geography

Why study Geography?

Do you want to study a subject that is modern, stimulating, relevant to your life and practical? A subject in
which you can achieve highly? If yes, then Geography is the subject for you! It is your world, so why not find
out more about it?! Studying Geography will enable you to find out how the Earth works and the challenges
we face in the 21st Century. Geography will give you a passport to understanding the world in which you live.
You will get the opportunity to investigate a wide range of topics in this subject.

Note: Year 9 have already begun studying topics on this GCSE course and will continue to develop this into
year 10.

What will | learn about in Geography?

You will study both Physical and Human Geography topics:

Living with the physical environment - Paper One
= The challenge of natural hazards — volcanoes, earthquakes, weather hazards e.g. hurricanes, weather
hazards in the UK, climate change
= The living world — Ecosystems, tropical rainforests, cold environments
= Physical landscapes in the UK - coastal landscapes and glaciated landscapes.

Challenges in the human environment - Paper Two
= Urbanissues and challenges — Studying city life in an NEE e.g. Rio de Janeiro in Braziland in the UK e.g.
Manchester, and also how cities can be sustainably developed.
= The changing economic world - Studying development, population, and the rising importance of NEE
countries e.g. Nigeria. Studying the importance of the UK in the world economy.
= The challenge of resource management — Studying the challenge of ensuring there is enough food,
energy, and water for the people of the world.

Geographical applications - Paper Three

= |ssue evaluation — A resource booklet is given before the exam to be studied and subsequently for
students to answer questions about in the exam. This involves some statistical analysis using maths
skills.

=  Fieldwork — Two compulsory fieldtrips are taken as there is a requirement for students to have
conducted both physical and human fieldwork. These are currently to Cleveleys to study coastal
management strategies (early in year 10) and to Salford Quays for Human Geography to study the
urban regeneration which has happened to this former dockland to transform it into a media/cultural
hub (later in year 10). The cost of these trips is low to cover coach transport only.

What are some of the skills | will gain from Geography?

= The ability to research and present information

= The ability to use Graphs, Diagrams and Statistics to help analyse information

= The opportunity to conduct practical fieldwork enquiries using the primary data collection skills.
= The ability to work individually and collaboratively.

= The ability to debate controversial and topical information
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What do employers think about Geography?

Geography bridges the gap between the arts and the sciences and is particularly useful if you are thinking of
a career in Retail, Business, Banking, Law, Politics, Accountancy, Marketing, Armed Forces, Media,
Journalism, Relief/Aid Work, Travel and Tourism, Environmental Management, Surveying, Architecture,
Police/Social Work, Education, Management, Land Management.

How will | be assessed?

Paper 1: 35%: Living with the physical environment
Written paper, maximum 88 marks (35% of total GCSE grade). Topics examined atthe end of Year 11. Duration
of examination: 1 hour 30 minutes.

Paper 2: 35%: Challenges in the human environment
Written paper, maximum 88 marks (35% of total GCSE grade). Topics examined atthe end of Year 11. Duration
of examination: 1 hour 30 minutes.

Paper 3: 30%: Geographical applications
Written exam: maximum 76 marks. (30% of total GCSE grade) Topics examined at the end of Year 11. Duration
of examination: 1 hour 15 minutes.

Geographical skills — will be examined in all three papers
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HISTORY W

Exam Board information: Pearson EDEXCEL GCSE
Contact: Miss Chadderton, Head of History

The best reason to study History is because you enjoy it! It’s fascinating! Imagine a subject that teaches you
about the most exciting things that have ever happened. It is also essential to learn from the pastin order not
to repeat our mistakes. Imagine a world where another Hitler might be allowed to rise to power. Other great
reasons to study History are that it is an academic subject with an established tradition, and that it is well-
respected among employers and in higher education. History opens doors.

What will | learn about in history?

In GCSE History you will learn about Crime and Punishment through the ages, from the days of the Anglo-
Saxons to modern policing techniques, law enforcements and punishments. You will also focus on
Elizabethan England and the Spanish Armada, examine the rise of Hitler and the evil of the Nazi state, and
investigate the changes that migration caused natives in America. These topics have been selected for their
accessibility, interest, and relevance to contemporary issues.

What are some of the skills | will gain from history?

= Writing in depth and detail
= Reading a variety of texts
= Discussing and debating — challenging others’ opinions

You will also need to be working at or above your target level in humanities and English.

What do employers think about history?

Employers consider History to be one of the best subjects to demonstrate a potential candidate’s ability in
critical thinking and argumentation. It is a subject that opens doors everywhere but is particularly well suited
to the law, education, and journalism.
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How will | be assessed?

PAPER 1: Thematic Study and Historic Environment
Option 11: Crime and Punishment Through Time, ¢.1000-present
30% of total GCSE grade 1 hour 20 minutes

PAPER 2: Period Study and British Depth Study
This paper is divided into 2 sections:
Section A: Option P3: The American West, c1835-c1895
Section B: Option B4: Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88
40% of total GCSE grade 1 hour 50 minutes

PAPER 3: Modern Depth Study

Option 31: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39
30% of total GCSE grade 1 hour 30 minutes
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MUSIC U

Exam Board information: Edugas GCSE
Contact: Mr Atkinson, Associate Assistant Headteacher & Head of Performing Arts

Why study music?

= |fyou already play an instrument or sing, you can develop your skills and get a GCSE out of it!

= |f you already enjoy writing your own music or songs, you can use this ability and experience towards
your GCSE.

= |fyou are a creative person who wants to learn to make music, this course will give you that chance.

= |fyou love listening to music, and can spot all the details, sing every riff and “air-drum” every beat you
have already developed some of the abilities you need. OK, so you can’t mime playing it in the exam,
but if you can already think that rhythm or sing that tune in your head, you have some skills!

What will | learn about in music?

You will improve your skills in performing and composing different styles of Music. You will listen to a wide
variety of Music and learn more about how and why it was written and/or performed.

You should receive instrumental lessons to aid you on your instrument. Please see Mr Atkinson about this,
before choosing Music as an option. If you don’t already have instrumental (or singing) lessons, you may
struggle to pass this course.

In order to do well on this course, basic keyboard skills are also important, particularly to help with
composition. The keyboard work we have done in class at KS3 is enough, but students who have keyboard
lessons in addition to their main instrument tend to do best in the composition aspect of the course.

What are some of the skills | will gain from music?

Studying Music, at any level, develops the following skills:
= Self-Confidence: through self-improvement as well as performance
= Problem Solving: fixing errors when practicing and finding your own solutions
= Creativity: writing music and coming up with own ideas
= Self-Discipline: being able to practise alone and set your own deadlines
=  Teamwork: performing with others, being a reliable and dependable classmate

What do employers think about music?

Due to the varied skills (listed above) we learn as musicians, people who have studied music are very
employable. A survey by the Guardian in 2013 found that music graduates were employed in areas (beyond
music) such as publishing, editing, media production, broadcasting, and marketing, many worked in
management roles and they were many employed in finance/banking, legal and consultancy fields.

You should be able to play an instrument, or sing, to a reasonable standard. The instrument can be anything, not
limited to keyboard or ukulele. Your keyboard skills from the work you have done in class will be useful for the
composing elements of the course, but unless you have developed these to a high standard, they won’t be enough
to get you through the GCSE course.

Speak to your teacher to find out more about this.
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How will | be assessed?

There are THREE units which will be assessed from the specification:

PERFORMING: Non-Examined Assessment 30% of total GCSE grade
Candidates are required to perform throughout the course and will two recordings for final assessment; this
is a combination of SOLO and/or ENSEMBLE performances.

This can be in any style and on any instrument (including DJ skills, rapping, singing, band, and orchestral
instruments). Grade 3 music is the standard level and can score full marks if played perfectly.

COMPOSING: Non-Examined Assessment 30% of total GCSE grade
A ‘free choice’ composition. Candidates should explore instrumental combinations and capabilities, within
the chosen style or genre.

A ‘set brief’ composition, where the exam board dictate a style in which to compose, from a choice of four
eachyear. There is still plenty of freedom to be very creative!

LISTENING & APPRAISING: Examination Paper 40% of total GCSE grade
A written exam paper (lasting approximately 1 hour 15 minutes) assessing knowledge and understanding of
music. There will be 8 questions, 2 for each of the Areas of Study:

Musical Forms and Devices (including a Set Work*)
Music for Ensemble

Music for Film

Popular Music (including a Set Work¥*)

Pobd=

*= g setwork is a piece of music which everybody has to learn about and study prior to the exam
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION \y

This subject cannot be chosen with Sport Studies

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Mr Deakin, Head of Physical Education

Physical Education seeks to give young people a positive approach towards physical activity and recognise
its contribution to their personal, social, physical, and emotional well-being.

What will | learn about in PE?

GCSE Physical Education theory is divided into two sections:
Fitness and body systems
= Applied Anatomy and Physiology

=  Movement Analysis.

Health and Performance
= Health and Well-being.

In the practical area you will learn the skills and tactics relevant to sport.
There will be opportunities to participate in new activities.
There are also a range of school teams in the major sports of Football, Netball, Cricket, Cross-country,

Athletics, Basketball, and Badminton that you can participate in.
Clubs run throughout the year and selection for school teams is based on attendance at these clubs.

What are some of the skills | will gain from PE?

You will develop a range of skills that will also be transferable, such as:
=  The ability to work with other people (in teams)
= The ability to enhance decision-making skills
=  The ability to evaluate movement
= The opportunity to develop physical skills in a range of sporting activities.

What do employers think about PE?

The skills you learn in Physical Education such as working in teams, decision-making and analytical
capabilities are usefulin many jobs. Physical Education is useful when considering a career in Physiotherapy,
Education, Sports Development, Sports Science, Emergency Services, Research, Nutrition, Sales, and
Marketing.
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How will | be assessed?

The course is divided into Theory and Practical activities.
=  The Theory Componentis assessed by two written examinations: (60% of total GCSE grade)
= The Practical Activities are assessed by Controlled Assessment (40% of total GCSE grade).
= Atthe end of the Course students must choose THREE activities.
=  One must be a team activity (e.g. football/ netball)
= One must be an individual activity (e.g. trampolining/ Athletics)
= The final activity can be a free choice.
= Personal Exercise programme internally marked (10% of total GCSE grade)
— Aim and planning analysis
— Carrying out and monitoring the PEP
— Evaluation of the PEP

If you choose to study one of our sports courses (GCSE PE or Sport Studies) the PE staff will determine which
course will be best suited to your skills and ability.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION g

Exam Board information: Pearson EDEXCEL GCSE
Contact: Mrs Robson, Head of Religious Education

Why study this RE?

We live in a world of different belief systems and values. This subject looks at fundamental questions about
life, death, and the purpose of our existence. It examines issues facing people in all parts of the world and
helps you understand your own personal beliefs and how you might be able to influence events.
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You will investigate arguments about God and whether we should allow euthanasia and abortion, what
happens when we die and views on evil and suffering. The course will be enjoyable and is highly relevant to
any chosen career; it allows you to participate in some soul searching of your own.

What will | learn about in RE?

The course is about Religion and Ethics in Christianity, and Religion, Peace, and Conflict in Islam. You will
study topics such as Christian beliefs, marriage, and family, living the religious life, crime and punishment,
peace and conflict and matters of life and death (abortion, euthanasia etc.) All will be studied in relation to
Christian and Muslim beliefs and practice.

A wide range of different types of teaching and learning styles, including research activities and group work
are used.

You will follow the Pearson Edexcel Specification B ‘Beliefs in Action’
Area of Study 1 - Religion and Ethics based on a study of Christianity.

Including the following topics:
[1 Matters of Life & Death e.g. abortion, euthanasia
[1 Christian Beliefs e.g. creation theories, the problem of evil
[l Marriage & the Family e.g. Christian marriage, divorce, contraception
[l Living the Christian Life e.g. prayer, charity, and pilgrimage

Area of Study 2 - Religion, Peace and Conflict based on a study of Islam.

Including the following topics:
[1 Muslim Beliefs e.g. Allah, evil & suffering
[1 Peace and Conflict e.g. war, weapons
[1  Crime and Punishment e.g. death sentence, drugs.
[1 Living the Muslim Life e.g. the Five Pillars of Islam
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What are some of the skills | will gain from RE?

Religious Studies will help develop your key skills in decision making, investigation, reflective thinking,
working with others and problem solving. It will also give you skills in making decisions about moral problems
and help you to become sure about your own beliefs and explain them clearly to others. Itis not about making
you religious, it is about enabling you to think for yourself about religious and moral issues.

What do employers think about RE?

A GCSE in Religious Studies is a stepping stone to a wide range of careers and future opportunities, e.g.
= Teacher
= Journalist
= Medical Careers
= Social Worker

Religious Studies is a way of broadening your understanding of the world and people. You will have to meet
people from a huge range of cultural backgrounds”.

The skills you develop will support you in further employment. A good Grade at GCSE will help you progress
to an AS/A Levelin Religious Studies. GCSE Religious Studies also prepares you to work and deal with people
of different cultures and beliefs, which can be very useful for careers such as the Police, Medicine, Law,
Government, Management, Armed Forces, Counselling, Therapy and Nursing.

How will | be assessed?

For the full course, two examinations will be taken at the end of Year 11.

Each will be worth 50% of the total GCSE grade and last 1 hour and 45 minutes.
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SEPARATE SCIENCES )

BIOLOGY | CHEMISTRY | PHYSICS

Exam Board information: AQA GCSE

Contact: Mr Burke, Lead Practitioner of Science

Why study Separate Science?

The Triple Science Programme is intended for highly motivated students who intend to study Science further
in higher education and is aimed at those students who are high achievers. The expectation for students on
the course is high.

What will | learn about in Separate Science?

As well as studying the same content as the Combined Science course, the Triple Science Programme offers
extension units for Biology, Chemistry and Physics which turns the Combined Science qualifications into
separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

What are some of the skills | will gain from Separate Science?

= Designing experiments and assessing the results

= Investigating and problem solving

= Communicating and working with others

= Thinking creatively

= Debating science-related issues in the news

= Risk-assessing situations and working safely in a laboratory environment
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What do employers think about Separate Science?

Triple Science students can take Biology, Chemistry or Physics at Advanced Level. These courses lead to a
wide variety of degrees and employment in engineering, the medical, environmental and research industries,
to name but a few. Students with Science degrees are highly sought after in many other areas such as
accounting, sport, and journalism, because an understanding of scientific principles shows the ability to think
logically, to apply principles and predict the effects of change.

How will | be assessed?

The course is linear with all six papers taken at the end of Year 11. Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes. Papers
are available at foundation tier (5-1) and Higher tier (9-4).

There are a core set of practical assessments to be completed by the end of the course. The examination
papers will test aspects of the practical work done over the three years.

Students will receive one GCSE grade for each of biology, chemistry, and physics each between 9-1.

If you choose to study Separate Sciences, you will study combined science and will study biology, chemistry,
and physics as separate subjects.

The final decision on studying this course will be made by the science department dependent on ability within
the subject.
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Exam Board information: AQA GCSE
Contact: Mrs Deakin, Deputy Headteacher

Why study sociology?

Many students study Sociology for the personal enrichment it brings them, broadening their minds and
enabling them to see their world in new and interesting ways. If you choose to study Sociology you will gain a
range of very valuable skills; for example, you will learn how to work independently; you will learn how to find
information, extract what is important from it and turn it into an argument. With newly acquired skills and
insights into the workings of society it is not surprising that a wide range of employers see a Sociology
qualification as being highly relevant; many students decide to continue their Sociology studies at college and
then beyond to university to study a degree or post graduate qualification in the subject.

What will | learn about in sociology?

Family:
=  What are the functions of the family?
= How are families different around the world?
= How relationships and types of families changed over the years?
=  Why are more people getting divorced?

Education:
=  Whatis the point of education?
= How do factors like class, gender and ethnicity affect how well you do in education?
= How has education changed over the years?

Students will study key ideas of classical sociologists including Durkheim, Marx, and Weber, referencing their view
of the world and their contribution to the development of the discipline.

Students will also learn how to apply various research methods to different sociological contexts. They will be
introduced to sociological terms and concepts concerned with social structures, social processes, and social
issues.
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What are some of the skills | will gain from sociology?

= |nvestigating facts and make deductions
= Developing opinions and new ideas on social issues
= Analysing and better understanding the social world

What do employers think about sociology?

People who have studied Sociology open up a wide range of job markets and many become lawyers, doctors,
social workers, teachers, or politicians to name but a few examples.

How will | be assessed?

Paper 1: The sociology of families and education (1hr 45mins)
50% of total GCSE grade

= The sociology of families

= The sociology of education

= Relevant areas of social theory and methodology

Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the entire course of study to show a
deeper understanding of these topics.

Paper 2: The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification (1hr 45mins)
50% of total GCSE grade

= The sociology of crime and deviance
= The sociology of social stratification
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CREATIVE iMEDIA W

Exam Board information: OCR Cambridge National Level 1 & 2 Certificate

Contact: Mr Ishtiaq, Assistant Headteacher & Teacher of Computing

Why study this Creative iMedia?

This course is for people who like to use ICT in a creative manner. To stretch your learning, you can investigate
the different purpose, uses and audience for digital media across the UK. This could include the development
of apps on phones and tablets, social media and its impact on the world, or the development of comic book
narratives in popular culture.

What will | learn about in Creative iMedia?

Students will be assessed via three units. There are two mandatory units and one optional unit:
= Creative iMedia in the media industry (Exam - 40% of total grade)
= Visual identity and digital graphics (Coursework - 25% of total grade)
= Interactive digital media/Characters & Comics/Animation with Audio/Visual Imaging/Digital
Games (Optional Choice - Coursework - 35% of total grade)

What are some of the skills | will gain from Creative iMedia?

= Working with computers
= |nvestigating and problem solving
=  Thinking logically and creatively

What do employers think about Creative iMedia?

Digital Media is a key part of many areas of our everyday lives and vital to the UK economy. Production of
digital media products is a requirement of almost every business so there is huge demand for a skilled and
digitally literate workforce. This course will provide you with the skills for further study in subjects such as
media, journalism, design, or business. It also prepares you for a range of creative and technical job roles
within the media industry.

WORK TOGETHER AIM HIGH




How will | be assessed?

40% of final grade: Examination
25% of final grade: Mandatory Coursework Unit
35% of final grade: Optional Coursework Unit

Grades are based on assessment across all three units and are graded Level 2 Distinction* to Level 1 Pass

The course is assessed at the end of the qualification and is equivalent to GCSE grading. All colleges and
universities accept this qualification and grading.
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Exam Board information: Pearson BTEC Level Technical Award
Contact: Mrs Deakin, Deputy Headteacher

Why study health & social care?

Health and Social Care is a sector that brings great opportunities to develop relationships with many people
from all walks of life.
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Itis an exciting course that will guide you through in developing knowledge, understanding and skills that are
the foundation for working in this area. This will include many of the skills that are used by health care
professional on a day-to-day basis, through the use of vocational scenarios.

What will | learn about in health & social care?

This qualification provides the opportunity to gain a vocational qualification that gives a basic introduction to
the sector. It has been designed to meet the needs of learners from the age of 14 years. It includes the
knowledge and understanding of Health and Social care, with an aim to those looking to enter Health and
Social Care for children or adults. Itis aimed at a range of learners, and we discover what a service useris and
how, as the care provider, you would ensure that the needs of the service user are met and best practice in
which to do this. It also gives learners an insight into their preferred learning styles and assists in developing
their ability to study.

What are some of the skills | will gain from health & social care?

= Problem solving =  Empathy
= Observational skills = Patience
= Dealing with difficult situations = Trustworthiness
= QOrganisation =  Honesty

What do employers think about health & social care?

All careers that involve working with adults, young and old. For example, working in an adult care facility, any
type of community-based care, visiting the homes of service users to aid in their everyday needs. Related
careers include:

= Care Manager/Assistant = Youth Worker

= Healthcare Assistant Support Workers

= QOccupational Therapist Social Worker

= Midwife = Doctor

= Nurse
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How will | be assessed?

Component 1: Human Lifespan Development

Non-Examined Assessment: 30% of total grade

Learners will explore different aspects of growth and development and the factors that can affect this across
the life stages. They will explore the different events that can impact on individuals’ physical, intellectual,
emotional, and social (PIES) development and how individuals cope with and are supported through changes
caused by life events.

Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values

Non-Examined Assessment: 30% of total grade

Learners will explore health and social care services and how they meet the needs of service users. They will
also study the skills, attributes and values required when giving care.

Component 3: Health and Wellbeing

Examination: 40% of total grade

Learners will explore the factors that affect health and wellbeing, learning about physiological and lifestyle
indicators, and person-centred approaches to make recommendations to improve an individual’s health and
wellbeing.
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SPORT STUDIES U

This subject cannot chosen with Physical Education

Exam Board information: OCR Cambridge National Level 2 Certificate
Contact: Mr Deakin, Head of Physical Education

~ Whystudy Sport Studies?

For students that are interested in how sport affects society.

This course is most suitable for students who prefer to be assessed mostly using coursework and who enjoy
the performance of practical sports.

What will | learn about in Sport Studies?

The OCR Cambridge National Sports Studies is a vocational qualification which offers students the
opportunity to follow one of two pathways depending on their own ambitions, interests, and personal
strengths.

The Sports Studies consists of the following components:

Exam: Contemporary Issues in sport

Practical: Performance in 2 Sports (1 Team & 1 Individual) and Leadership in 1 sport

Controlled assessment: 1 of: Sport and the media or Increasing awareness of outdoor adventurous
activities.

Students will learn about how sport reflects society and its values, what the barriers to participation in sport
are and about the role of high-profile sporting events.

They will learn how to be an effective sports leader and develop their confidence and communication skills.
They will also develop their practical skills in both an individual sport and team sport.

What are some of the skills | will gain from Sport Studies?

=  Playing sport

= Analysing your own performance and that of a team

= Planning for fitness training

= |eadership e.g. taking a lead role in a sporting activity

= Participating in extra-curricular sports clubs

= Communicating with others and working as part of a team

What do employers think about Sport Studies?

Sport Studies can lead to the following careers:
=  Sports Coach
= Fitness Instructor
= Leisure Assistant
= PETeacher
=  Sports Development officer
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How will | be assessed?

Contemporary Issues in sport
= 1 hour written paper
= Comprises short-answer questions, extended-response questions and some use of multiple-choice
questions

Developing Sports Skills

Developing skills, techniques, and use of tactics/strategies/compositional ideas in both an individual and
team sporting activity, as well as understanding rules to allow performances in a number of officiating roles.
Considering the use of different practice methods in order to improve performance.

Approximately 10 hours internal assessment 60 marks (60 UMS)

Centre assessed and OCR moderated

The assessment for this unit: comprises of centre assessed task(s).

Sports Leadership

Learners will develop knowledge of the different qualities, styles, roles and responsibilities of sports leaders
with positive and/or negative role models in sport. They will plan, deliver and review a safe and effective
activity session to others.

Approximately 10 hours internal assessment 60 marks (60 UMS)

Developing knowledge and skills in outdoor activities

Many skills required in outdoor activities relate to leadership and working with a team.
Approximately 10 hours internal assessment 60 marks (60 UMS)

Centre assessed and OCR moderated

The assessment for this unit: comprises of centre assessed task(s).

To consider Sport Studies, students must currently be performing at least one sport for the school or a club.

If you choose to study one of our sports courses (GCSE PE or Sport Studies) the PE staff will determine
which course will be best suited to your skills and ability.
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