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The English Language GCSE is divided into two papers:

Paper One: Explorations in creative reading and writing

Paper Two: Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives

EACH PAPER

- 50% of GCSE
- 1 hour 45 minutes
- 80 marks
- 40 marks for reading
- 40 marks for writing





Section A: Reading
A Sound of Thunder by Ray Bradbury 
An extract from the middle of a short story, published in 1952 

The Mill by H E Bates 
An extract from the beginning of a short story, published in 1935 

Need to be able to comprehend difficult texts – private reading routine is encouraged
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Section A: Reading

Need to be able to comprehend difficult texts – private reading routine is encouraged
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Comparison





Macbeth
A Christmas Carol



• Language

• Methods

• Authorial intent

• Influence of the social and 

historical context



An Inspector Calls
Love & relationships section







How can my child revise for 
English and English literature?

• BBC bitesize:
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx

• YouTube revision clips and tutorials
• Mr Salles/Mrs Bruff/Mrs Whelan English
• Also search things like: ‘Macbeth themes’

• CPG revision guides available through school at £2.85 each

• Knowledge organisers/revision notes/cue cards

• Re-reading the set texts

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxqncwx

