
What is a sketchbook? 
A sketchbook is a great place to observe, record, reflect, imagine, explore 

and experiment. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: An example of a GCSE sketchbook page. It is crucial in practising your 
skills. Resolving problems through trial and error. It is personal to you. 

 

You are assessed on your ability to: 

DEVELOP IDEAS A01 Develop and explore ideas using media, processes 
and resource, reviewing, modifying and refining work 

as it progress. Analyse and evaluate images, 
objects and artefacts showing understanding of 

context. 
EXPERIMENT A02 Select appropriate resources and media. 

Experiment with materials, techniques and 
processes. Refine ideas. 

RECORD A03 Record observations and experiences. Record 
insights and intentions. 

PRESENT A04 Present a personal response, realising intentions 
and making informed connections with the works 

of others. 

 

 



Assessment Objective 1: Research 

How do I begin my research? 

Once you have been given your theme you should look for elements in it that you 
find interesting. You could do this by looking at other Artists’ work for 

inspiration.  

A good way to begin your research is to do a mind-map. It helps to generate 
numerous thoughts and ideas. 

Here is two examples below: 

Above: Two different mind-maps for the project title My Life in the City.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: In addition, you can also create a mind-map using pictures/photographs. 

 

 



Looking at works of Art 

Why should I look at other Artists’ work? 

This helps to broaden your research and develop ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Above: An Artist research page for the artist Rob Wilson. On closer inspection, you can 
see that different materials (tissue paper, newspaper and paint) have been layered in 

order to show an understanding into Rob Wilsons’ work. 

 

How should I record my Artist research? 
 

1) Collect images of the Artists’ work and stick them into your sketchbook. 
2) Make annotations next to these images. 

3) Write down your own thoughts of these work. 
4) Draw and paint from the Artists’ work. 

5) Experiment with the same techniques, materials and processes used by the 
Artist. To do this, recreate your own photographs in the style of the Artist. 

 
 



Using CONTENT, FORM, PROCESS and MOOD to 
examine your chosen Artist(s) 

 
Analysing/examining an Artists work means studying the elements 

that make up an Artwork. You can show your understanding by 
answering the following questions about the work. 

 
CONTENT 

What is the main subject matter or theme of the Art work? What is it about? 
What has the artist chosen to study? 

Why might they have chosen this? 
 

FORM 
What kinds of colours have been used? (primary, natural, warm/cools colours) 

How have the colours been used? 
How have the images/shapes been arranged? (busy, simplistic) 

 
PROCESS 

What materials has the artist used to make the work? (acrylic paint, graphite) 
What skills/techniques have been used to create the work? (drawing, painting, 

sculpture) 
 

MOOD 
How does the work make you feel? Why does it make you feel this way? 

Does the work create an atmosphere? How is this achieved? Explain. 
 

 

Artist research: Two Georgia O’Keefe research pages. 

 



Assessment Objective 2: Refine 

What materials should I experiment with? 

Be creative when choosing your media. Experiment with different techniques 
and processes. 

Above: For the same subject matter (a flower), different material and techniques have been used 

< Two different 
interpretation of studies 

of various building using 
different materials (fine 

liner and pencil). 

Make sure you annotate 
your thoughts and findings 
next to your work. State 
what you have learnt and 
how this may inform your 

research. 

 

 

Using the colour palette of Liam Spencer’s work as inspiration, the above photographs show different 
experiments using a variety of materials which reflect the vibrancy of his work (inks, wax crayons, acrylic 

paint, water colour paint and PVA). This work also looks at loneliness and how the  



.Assessment Objective 3: Recording  

What is Primary Research? 

This can be achieved by taking your own photographs and drawings from first 
hand observations. 

 

Photographs of fish scales taken at the local fish market. 

Drawings from first hand observations 

< Ink and graphite drawings 
of a bird exhibit. 

You may also want to 
produce studies that focus 
on a particular aspect of 
your object. 

 

 

Drawing of shells. Media used: Pencils, oil pastels and water colour paints. 



What is Secondary Research? 

This is using work that was created by somebody else. Images can be taken from books, 
magazines and the Internet.  

Above: Studies of another artists work using acrylic painting and water colours. 

Should I visit any Art galleries, Museums and/or Wildlife 
Centres? 

YES! This shows you are using other resources and will make your work more personal. 

On the day of visit, you should take photographs and create some observational drawings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: An observational drawing and photograph of a museum exhibit (fish skeleton). Materials 
used: Chalk pastels. Annotations made at the side of the study discussing the techniques used. 

 



Assessment Objective 4: Realise 

These Artworks are a result of the creative journey taken through a 
sketchbook whilst answering the Four Assessment Objectives.  

 

Above: 1) Paper collage; 2) Portrait drawing using pencil and water colour paint and 3) ICT manipulation of a 
photograph of a glass bottle. 

 

Above: 1) A textile piece using fabric, paint and markers; 2) A Banksy inspired graffiti Art work which has 
used acrylic paint, stencil and PVA and 3) A tonal drawing with inks and PVA. 

 

 

 



 



 


