
Dear Parents,  

Whilst some of our children are at home undertaking the remote learning. I have been thinking 

about you, as parents, and whether we could further support you with this. 

Therefore, I have put together some, hopefully, helpful information and ideas for each of the core 

subjects - reading, phonics, English and Maths. Please be assured that this is meant in a supportive 

manner and will signpost you to some of the strategies we use at school when teaching the children. 

I hope that it will also give you a clear overview of the objectives and skills that are within your 

child’s year group. 

There is a quite a lot of content within this letter and is difficult to strike a balance between enough 

and too much information. So please only take what you find useful and helpful, but I hope that it 

will give you a greater understanding of the core curriculum for your child. 

Reading together 

When you read with your child try to: 

 Use segmenting and blending to read unknown phonetically decodable words 

 Use the pictures to help read an unfamiliar word or one which is not phonetically decodable 

 Read around an unfamiliar word. For example read the sentence leaving out the unfamiliar 
word. Once finished think what word could it be so that the sentence makes sense.  

 give colour to the characters using voices, for example when a character speaks, tone and 
pace 

 discuss the things you’re reading 

 explain any new words and ask your child to say them out loud 

You can make a story more interesting and help your child develop their understanding of a book by 
linking what you’re reading to real life. For example, while reading about Cinderella going to the ball, 
talk about how a ball is similar to a birthday party. 

Ask your child questions about what you’re reading as you go. For example: 

 ask some questions that only need a short answer, such as what colour something is, or the 
name of a character 

 ask some questions that need a longer answer, such as how a character is feeling 

 ask them to tell you what has happened in the story so far and what might happen next, See if 
they can explain why they think this 

 

Phonics 

Segmenting (breaking words into the separate phonemes) and blending (putting the phonemes back 

together to read the word) is the key competent within phonics. 

When spelling words children will use the segmenting approach when trying to spell a word. 



Another expectation of phonics is that they will apply their phonic knowledge to reading real and 

pseudo words.  Whilst this may seem an unusual approach the pedagogy behind the reading of 

‘pseudo’ words is the application of their phonic knowledge. When children are in Year 1 they have 

to complete the National Phonic screening which contains 40 words -20 real words and 20 

pseudo/alien words.  This is why when we teach phonics we do both real and pseudo words when 

segmenting and blending for reading. 

Phonic teaching is split into phases and I thought it would be useful for you to see all the phonemes 

within each phase: 

PHASE 2 

In Phase 2, children begin to learn the sounds that letters make (phonemes). There are 44 sounds in 
all. Some are made with two letters, but in Phase 2, children focus on learning the 19 most 
common single letter sounds.   
By the end of Phase 2 children should be able to read some vowel-consonant (VC) and consonant-
vowel-consonant (CVC) words, and to spell them out. They also learn some high frequency ‘tricky 
words’ like ‘the’ and ‘go. 
 

 

 

 

PHASE 3 

Phase 3 introduces children to the remaining, more difficult and/or less commonly used phonemes. 
There are around 25 of these mainly made up of two letters such as /ch/, /ar/, /ow/ and /ee/.  

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-phoneme
https://www.theschoolrun.com/cvc-words
https://www.theschoolrun.com/cvc-words
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-high-frequency-words
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-high-frequency-words


Alongside this, children are taught to recognise more tricky words, including ‘me,’ ‘was,’ ‘my,’ ‘you’ 
and ‘they’. They learn the names of the letters, as well as the sounds they make. By the end, they 
should be able to say the sound made by most, or all, Phase 2 and 3 graphemes, blend and read CVC 
words made from these graphemes, read 12 new tricky words and write letters correctly when given 
an example to copy. 
 

 

 
 
 
PHASE 4 
 
By now, children should be confident with each phoneme.  
 
In Phase 4 phonics, children will, among other things: 

 Practise reading and spelling CVCC words (‘bump', 'nest', ‘belt,’ ‘milk’, etc) 
 Practise reading and spelling high frequency words 
 Practise reading and writing sentences 
 Learn more tricky words, including ‘have,’ ‘like,’ ‘some,’ ‘little’ 
Children should now be blending confidently to work out new words. They should be starting to be 
able to read words straight off, rather than having to sound them out. They should also be able to 
write every letter, mostly correctly.  

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-grapheme


 
 

PHASE 5 

Phase 5 generally takes children the whole of Year 1.  

Children learn new graphemes (different ways of spelling each sound) and alternative 
pronunciations for these: for example, learning that the grapheme ‘ow’ makes a different sound in 
‘snow’ and ‘cow’.  
They should become quicker at blending, and start to do it silently. 
They learn about split digraphs (the ‘magic e’) such as the a-e in ‘name.’ 
They’ll start to choose the right graphemes when spelling, and will learn more tricky words, including 
‘people,’ ‘water’ and ‘friend’.  

By the end of Year 1, children should be able to: 

 Say the sound for any grapheme they are shown 
 Write the common graphemes for any given sound (e.g. ‘e,’ ‘ee,’ ‘ie,’ ‘ea’) 
 Use their phonics knowledge to read and spell unfamiliar words of up to three syllables 
 Read all of the 100 high frequency words, and be able to spell most of them 
 Form letters correctly 
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-grapheme
https://www.theschoolrun.com/What-is-a-digraph
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-syllable
https://www.theschoolrun.com/phonics-sound-mats


 

 

Alongside the teaching of phonics the children are also taught key/tricky words which they need to 

read on sight and spell. 

Phase 2 tricky words are – READ -the, to, I, no, go, into 

Phase 3 tricky words are – READ-  he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, they, her, all, are 

                                                SPELL- the, to, I, no, go, into 

Phase 4 tricky words are – READ - said, so, have, like, some, come, were, there, little, one, do, when, 

out, what 

                                                SPELL-  he, she, we, me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, are 

Phase 5 tricky words-  READ - oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, asked 

                                                SPELL - said, so, have, like, some, come, were, there, little, one, do, when, 

 

Also at the end of phase 5 there is a list of 100 high frequency words which they should be able to 

read on sight and spell most of them accurately. 



These words are below. I have also included these words broken down into the phonic phases. This 

has come directly form Letters and Sounds which is the programme/scheme all schools follow when 

teaching phonics. 

100 high-frequency words ( these include the tricky words the children are taught) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following table contains the next 200 high frequency words which the children should be able to 

read on night and spell mostly accurately by the end of year 2. 

 



When reading or sharing book with your child, dependent on their phonic phrase, try to encourage 

your child to read these high frequency words on sight.  

Writing 

When the children write at school we encourage them to write independently using their phonics 

knowledge to spell unfamiliar phonetically decodable words, as well as the spelling of high frequency 

words (see above in the phonics section). 

As part of the writing process we also teach the children punctuation and grammar. These skills are 

built on year on year. 

I thought it would be helpful to share with you the skills within these areas which we would be 

working on with the children, dependent on their year group. 

Year R  

 To be able to write simple sentences that can be read by themselves and others. 

 Begin to use a Capital letter and full stop 

Year 1 

 Leave spaces between words (we would normally say a finger space) 

 Use joining words and clauses using ‘and’ in a sentence 

 To punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop. 

 To use a question mark where appropriate 

 Begin to use an exclamation mark where appropriate 

 Use a capital letter for the names of people, places, and days of the week 

 When writing the pronoun, I that it is written as a capital. 

Year 2 

 Using a wide range of punctuation correctly within their writing; Capital letter to begin a 

sentence, full stop to end a sentence, use a question mark where appropriate, exclamation 

Marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted words e.g. don’t 

 Use a range of sentences within their writing; statements, questions, exclamations and 

commands 

 Use an expanded noun phrase to describe for example the blue butterfly, a gigantic tree, a 

soft blanket 

 Use the past and present tenses correctly and consistently. 

 Use a range of words to join words and clauses together; when, if, that, or, because, or, but 

When the children are writing they should be writing as independently as possible. So let your child 

have a go first and afterwards use a different colour pen to read through their work and edit any 

changes they want to make. This editing can be supported. When editing focus on; are the high 

frequency words spelt correctly? Check the punctuation? Does the writing make sense? 

Handwriting- are all letters formed correctly? 

OR (to explain what we do at school) 



At school we would use LIVE MARKING as the children are writing.  

The teacher and TA will either work with groups or lap around the class work checking the children’s 

work. If they see something that needs rectifying for example they are not using capital letters 

consistently, the teacher/ TA would intervene.  

They would discuss with the child the skill that needs to improve and highlight that feedback has 

been given with a green speech bubble and what the feedback was in a simple form e.g. capital 

letters.  

The child will then continue to write and the adult regularly checks that the child has responded to 

the feedback and is now getting the skill right. They will then add a green smiley face to show the 

child has responded to the feedback given. 

Writing is a very difficult concept and involves using a number of different composition skills at the 

same time. Focus on developing and consolidating 1 or 2 skills each time and leave others on the 

back burner as such. When these are consistent add a new skill to work on.  

This will allow children to develop their writing step by step and build up their composition skills 

over time. 

MATHS 

Maths is divided in to Number and Shape and space. Within this are a variety of topics like addition, 

subtraction, money etc. 

The maths skills for each year group are; 

Year R 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

In school we will cover these areas on a roiling programme so the children get the opportunity to 

revisit to ensure the skills are embedded. 

When supporting your child at home with Maths; 

 Ensure all numbers are written the right way round 

 Encourage your child to use objects to help them add and subtract and multiply and divide 

 Use jottings to help your child work out the answer for all 4 operations (drawings to 

represent the number) 

 Play games which involve counting like snakes and ladders 

 Use a number line or 100 square to help your child add and subtract. 



 

 

 Use the 100 square to count on in 2’s and 5’s and 10’s 

 Ask maths questions which encourage mental maths e.g how many chicken nuggets would 

you have for dinner if you had double? How many socks would you have if you 4 pairs? If I 

took 7 chips off your plate how many would you have?  

If you go for a walk look at house numbers/bus numbers- What would be 5 more than the 

number 8 bus? What would be 4 less than the house number 54? 

Whilst I know there is a considerable amount of information within this letter I hope you find some 

or all of it useful. Also that it helps you have a better picture of the core curriculum for your child. 

Beverly Corbin- Headteacher 


