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Phonics
The phonics programme at Trinity St Stephen First School has been designed following the principles of Monster Phonics.  This is a whole-class Systematic Synthetic Phonics Scheme with Decodable Books for children in Reception and Key Stage 1. It is also used as an intervention in Key Stage 2. 
How we teach phonics at Trinity St Stephen Church of England First School

We commit to consistent implementation of the Monster Phonics systematic phonic scheme and all teachers and support staff have undertaken training to ensure that we can deliver a consistent approach.

The expectation is that all pupils will move through the scheme at broadly the same pace. In a few cases, where children may have additional needs and there is a significant gap between them and their peers, small group teaching will be planned to enable these children to access appropriate next steps. This is particularly necessary whilst we are introducing the new scheme (2022 2023).
· Staff and pupils use the correct terminology when teaching phonics, such as ‘phoneme, grapheme, split-digraph, blending, segmenting’.

· Staff will follow the daily phonics teaching sequence for at least 20 minutes every day. 

· Lessons have a revisit- teach- hook- activity and plenary structure with new patterns introduced each week.

· During the teach part of the sequence, teachers model oral blending and segmenting.

· Teachers include a variety of fun, multisensory and interactive activities. 

·  Children have opportunities to practice blending (recognising the letter sounds in a written word and then merging them in the order in which they are written e.g. c-u-p would blend together to make cup.) 

· Children have opportunities to practice segmenting words (identifying the individual sounds in spoken words and writing down letters for each sound to form words.) 

· Common exception words are explicitly taught and children must be given the opportunity to practise reading and writing.

· We use mnemonics and actions to help children remember their sounds. These are mainly part of the Monster Phonic Scheme and we have added in some additional actions as well. We use Monster Phonic sound mats and charts in each classroom.

Reception
In the Foundation Stage the children will begin by revising key elements of Phase 1 (which is aimed at pre-school aged children).  Once the children have settled into school they will begin learning the phoneme-grapheme correspondence, following the Monster Phonics programme of learning. The school works in partnership with parents. Children are given Sound books which are updated as new graphemes and common exception words are introduced. These are used at home and at school. Please refer to the attached progression map for Reception (Appendix 1) to see a more detailed breakdown of what phonemes are covered each week and each term.

The children have a reading book that is appropriate for their level of phonological ability. Word lists are used to practise the skill of blending and are shared with home.
Whole class/Choral reading is a reading strategy used weekly to model the process of reading and support the introduction of new graphemes. These books are re read over the week.
As children prepare for transition into Year 1 guided reading is introduced (Summer Term).
Year 1

The programme for Phonics teaching in Year 1 follows the Monster Phonics programme and starts with the teaching of phase 5 sounds.  Please refer to the attached progression map for Year 1 (Appendix 2) to see a more detailed breakdown of what is covered each week and each term.

The children can be grouped into smaller phonic groups, with the class teacher teaching one group and the teaching assistant teaching a smaller group.  Assessment of phonics at the beginning of Year 1 and throughout the year will determine these groups.  
Weekly spellings sent home will link to the phonic patterns being taught in class. The expectation is that the children practise reading and writing these words over the week. 
Guided reading is used to further embed the phonic teaching and to practise reading. The children will have a reading book that links specifically to the sounds they are learning in the classroom. These books are fully decodable books and are aligned to the Monster Phonics programme. Each book focuses on a key grapheme and ability-appropriate high-frequency words. E books are allocated in line with the learning in the classroom which allows the children to re-read and learn at home. Children will also have a reading book to take home which enables home to support the teaching of reading. Children are assessed and reviewed regularly to ensure this book is at the correct level.
Year 2

The programme for Phonics teaching in Year 2 follows the Monster Phonics programme and starts with the teaching of phase 6 sounds and spelling patterns. Please refer to the attached progression map for Year 2 (Appendix 3) to see a more detailed breakdown of what is covered each week and each term.  

The children can be grouped into smaller phonic groups, with the class teacher teaching one group and the teaching assistant teaching a smaller group.  Assessment of phonics at the beginning of Year 2 and throughout the year will determine these groups.  

Weekly spellings sent home will link to the phonic patterns being taught in class. The expectation is that the children practise reading and writing these words over the week.   
Guided reading is used to further embed the phonic teaching and to practise reading. The children will have a reading book that links specifically to the sounds they are learning in the classroom. These books are fully decodable books and are aligned to the Monster Phonics programme. Each book focuses on a key grapheme and ability-appropriate high-frequency words. E books are allocated in line with the learning in the classroom which allows the children to re-read and learn at home. Children will also have a reading book to take home which enables home to support the teaching of reading. Children are assessed and reviewed regularly to ensure this book is at the correct level.

Year 3 and Year 4
In Key Stage 2 any child who has not yet passed the phonics screening check will be placed in an appropriate intervention group to receive additional daily phonics lessons. This support is run by classroom adults who are under the direct supervision of our intervention teacher. The children will continue to follow the Monster Phonics programme for the delivery of these additional sessions. All children in these groups will be assessed at the start of the year in order to find the appropriate starting place for them on the programme to help ensure that all gaps are effectively bridged. 
Terminology

All staff use specific phonetic vocabulary with the children from Reception.  

Key Definitions: 
· A phoneme is the sound a letter or group of letters make. 

· A grapheme is the written letter or letters representing a sound. 

· A digraph is two letters making one sound, for example ‘ay’ or ‘ou’. 

· A trigraph is three letters making one sound, for example ‘igh’ or ‘dge’ 

· Split digraph is a digraph where the two letters making the sound are not next to each other. 

For example, a-e makes the ‘ay’ sound in the words make, cake, place. 

· Blending is recognising the letter sounds in a written word and then merging them in the order in which they are written, for example, c-oa-t would blend together to make coat. 

· Segmenting is identifying the individual sounds in spoken words and writing down letters for each sound to form words, for example breaking the word sharp into the sounds sh-ar-p. 

Assessment

Regular and efficient monitoring of children’s development in phonics is essential if they are to become competent and confident readers, and subsequently writers. The Monster Phonics programme has a clearly mapped set of assessments which allows for checking children’s grapheme-phoneme correspondence (GPC), knowledge of High-Frequency Words (HFWs) and Common Exception Words (CEWs) for reading and writing.

The assessment schedule for Monster Phonics is broken down for each year group and has a set of graphemes, CEWs and HFWs to be learnt and then assessed. 

There are summative end of year phonics screening checks for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. These are completed in the summer term and are useful preparation for the DfE’s phonics screening test that takes place annually in Year 1 and link to the phonics that has been taught throughout the year in that class. 

How parents can support their child in their phonic learning

· Sign up to the Monster Phonics website where you can then access a selection of e-books which have been allocated to your child by your class teacher https://monsterphonics.com/ 
· Sign up to attend a Monster Phonics webinar session using the following link: https://monsterphonics.com/training-events/parent-webinar-improving-results-with-monster-phonics/ This session will provide examples on how to use Monster Phonics to support your child with their phonics and it will provide you with fun and engaging strategies to improve reading and spelling.
· If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by encouraging them to say each sound in the word from left to right and then blend the sounds together. You can demonstrate oral blending to your child, for example, ‘r-ai-n blends into rain’. 

· Play lots of speaking and listening games with your child, such as guess the sound, Simon Says, or Eye-Spy. Focus on playing games that encourage your child to listen, identify and manipulate the sounds in words, for example, what rhymes with………? 

· Display sounds and picture cards around the house to help your child recall the sounds. Speak to your child’s teacher for specific advice or if you require sound mats.  
· Play games to engage your child. For example, hide sounds to make a treasure hunt, play memory games, bingo or sorting activities.  
· Play teachers and encourage your child to show you what they have been learning.  

· Look for familiar words in the environment and practice reading signs such as ‘stop, exit’ Ask your child to spot letters and sounds and show them how to blend into words.  

Spelling

Assessment 
Weekly spellings sent home will be based on the spelling / phonics pattern being taught in class as well as the statutory word list.  
Children will be assessed annually using the Hodder Diagnostic Spelling Test. The information gained from this will be added to the assessments trackers and used to measure children’s progression with their spellings as well as to identify any gaps in their spelling knowledge that need to be revised. 
Termly Spelling Challenge

The aim of the Star Spelling Challenge is that all children will be able to confidently spell all of the common exception words (Year 1 and 2) and statutory word lists (Year 3 and 4). These words are imperative to improve the children’s confidence when writing. These words are relevant across all the subjects so when learnt will ensure confidence in all subjects. All children will have individual challenge as the words are organised at their own level. 

The awarding of stars begins in Year 1 and continues to Year 4.  All common exception words (Year 1 and 2) and statutory word lists (Year 3 and 4) are available on our website.

During each half term spelling sessions are dedicated to introducing the children to the common exception words (Year 1 and 2) and statutory word (Year 3 and 4) lists (Appendix 4). The children are expected to practice these words at home, with guidance, as well as at school. The class will be assessed towards the end of each half term to ensure they have learnt the words. 
Children achieving full marks or with up to 2 errors will be awarded their coloured star certificate. 

New spelling lists will be given out, those not awarded a certificate will repeat the list and re-tested at the end of the next half term. 
Non-Negotiable Spellings
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 classes all have an agreed list of everyday useful words that sometimes children spelling incorrectly (Appendix 5). These words are considered non-negotiable words that the children should be able to spell accurately in their learning. At the start of each year these words are sent home to learn and form the basis of the first spelling test for that year group. These words are displayed in the classroom to support the children as well. Teachers are particularly looking for these words to be spelt correctly and if not these will be picked up in the marking and children will be expect to practice them further. 

Spelling unknown words 
Children are always encouraged to have a go using their phonetic knowledge. From Year 1 onwards children may use a whiteboard where they have the opportunity to write the word three times and select the version they feel is more likely to be correct. Depending on age and ability children will be encouraged to use a dictionary.

Marking Spellings 
When marking spelling errors, a maximum of three words (chosen by the marker) should be highlighted per piece of work. 
Key Stage 1 - Spelling errors made by children in Key Stage 1 will be indicated by the word being underlined and the correct spelling written at the bottom of the piece of work. The correct spelling will have three bullet points near it whereby children will repeat the spelling in the correct form three times. 
Key Stage 2 – Spelling errors should be indicated appropriately for the age and stage of the child. In Key Stage 2 this would normally be underlined in pink and the initial letter put at the bottom of the page for the child to self-correct. Again depending on subject/word/child a range of strategies may be used, but this will normally involve the child repeating the corrected error three times. Depending on age and stage the teacher will encourage the use of a dictionary. 
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